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• Advanced Damon 
   System Appliances 
• Learn more at
   www.damonbraces.com
• Most Insurance Accepted 
• Flexible Payment Options

Michael Fesler, DDS, MS
www.feslerortho.com
240 East FM 544, Suite 98 
Murphy, TX 75094 (next to Albertsons)

Ask us about

Invisible Aligners972-424-2221

FREE
Orthodontic Exam, 

Consultation,
Digital X-Rays & 

Photographs
(a $250 Value to New Patients)

Building Healthy, Beautiful Smiles! 

BEFORE AFTER

Simply Beautiful Smiles

Children’s Dentistry

For Infants, Children & Teens

Brian L. Hochstein, DDS
Specializing in Pediatric Dentistry

Voted Best Dentist
in Murphy - 2007

• In network with most 
   major insurances
• We accept cash, checks and
   most major credit and debit cards

972-881-0715
www.smileteam4kids.com
childrensdentistry@yahoo.com

Office Hours Monday Thru Friday 9 - 5   
Call To Schedule An Appointment

Located at the SE Corner of  FM 544 and Murphy Rd 
in the Albertsons Shopping Center (Murphy Crossing) 

120 E. FM 544 Suite 78, Murphy, 75094    
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Corrections:  The fish illustration by Maddy Aguilar was a Large Mouth Bass.  We 
extend an apology to the Friends of the Sachse Library - I accidentally left their book 
sale off of the community calendar.

A Wylie Chamber of Commerce Publication 
108-A W. Marble | Wylie , TX 75098 

Telephone: 972-442-2804 Fax: 972-429-0139 
www.wyliechamber.org • info@wyliechamber.org

 CHAMBER PRESIDENT  Mike Agnew

 ADVISORY BOARD Jeff Ellis

  Susan Dacus

  Lori Whitten

  Monica Vehige

  Scot Harrison

  Craig Kelly

  ADVERTISING DIRECTOR  Becky Lindstrom

 ART DIRECTOR/GRAPHIC DESIGNER Anne Hiney

 CONTRIBUTING WRITERS Scot Harrison Janet Doleh
  Kathleen Noble Sharon Jones
  Marcia Coker Elizabeth Fagan, MD
  

      
For information about advertising in The Connection Magazine

please contact Becky Lindstrom at 
972•442•2804 or blindstrom@wyliechamber.org.

 Story ideas should be submitted to Anne Hiney at
theconnection.anne@mac.com.

The Connection is published bimonthly by the Wylie Chamber of Commerce. The Connection 
is mailed free of charge to over 28,000 households in the Wylie/Sachse/Murphy area and more 
than 1,000 copies are distributed to local businesses. Contents of this magazine may not be 
reproduced without written permission from the publisher. Advertisers and advertising agencies 
assume liability for content of all advertisements. Information published in The Connection is 
the opinion of the sourced authors. The Wylie Chamber of Commerce does not necessarily 
share the editorial opinions expressed in The Connection magazine. Personal decisions 
regarding health, finance and other matters should be made after consultation with the reader’s 
professional advisors.

ConnectionThe
Wylie•Sachse•Murphy Community Magazine

Ju
st

 fo
r f

u
n

, fi
n

d
 t

h
e

 b
u

tt
e

rfl
y!

 L
a

st
 is

su
e

 it
 w

a
s 

h
id

d
e

n
 in

 t
h

e
 

Sa
c

h
se

 F
a

llf
e

st
 t

re
e

 o
n

 p
a

g
e

 3
0.

 

CONTENTS November/December	2008	•	Volume	3	Issue	6

Madilynn & Mackenzie 
Wintters with Santa & 
Mrs. Claus, aka. Robert & 
Ada Mooney. To hire the 
Claus’ for your event call 
972-771-5551.
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901 W. FM 544, WYLIE 972-429-0333

$3.00 OFF
Any Family Size Pizza
one discount per pizza

$2.00 OFF
Any Large Size Pizza
one discount per pizza

$2.00 OFF
Any Stuffed Pizza
one discount per pizza

$2.00 OFF
Lasagna and Salad Combo
one discount per combo

Buy Any Pizza
At the Regular Price
Your School Will Receive $2.00
_____________________
(School Name) 

Buy Any Pizza  
At the Regular Price
Your Church Will Receive $2.00
_____________________
(Church Name) 

About Papa Murphy’s
  Papa Murphy’s is the fifth-largest pizza chain in the country and the 
pioneer and leader of the take ‘n’ bake pizza segment. There are 
over 1,000 locations in 30 states and Canada.
  Papa Murphy’s offers custom-made pizzas featuring high-quality 
fresh toppings generously layered on pizza dough that is made 
fresh each morning in each store. By baking Papa Murphy’s pizzas 
at home, customers get to experience the home-baked aroma of a 
convenient, delicious meal for which the brand is known. In addition 
to handmade pizzas, the company offers a growing menu of take 
‘n’ bake items, including Cheesy Bread, Cinnamon Wheels, Lasagna, 
and Chocolate-chip Cookie Dough. 
  Papa Murphy’s has been voted “Best Pizza Chain in America” for six 
consecutive years by consumers nationwide in the Restaurants and 
Institutions “Consumers’ Choice in Chains” survey and was recently 
named Pizza Today’s “2008 Chain of the Year” for the third time.

Our Story
  After enjoying Papa Murphy’s Take ‘N’ Bake Pizza for 10 years in 
Washington State, my husband and I made the big decision to open 
a store of our own – in Texas.  It has long been a dream of ours to 
own a business.  We opened our Papa Murphy’s in Wylie, Texas on 
December 31, 2007.  
  As with any new business, it has not been easy.  But, we have 
been blessed with a dedicated staff and the best customers.  The 
communities of Wylie, Sachse, and Murphy have warmly welcomed 
us.  We have been deeply touched by your friendliness and caring.  
  It is our goal, and has been since the day we opened, to provide 
you with the best service and high-quality pizza at a great value.  We 
are also committed to giving back to our community.  We have raised 
funds for local churches and have supported local schools and youth 
organizations.  If there is something we can do for you, please call us. 
  We hope we are succeeding at our goals and will continue to work 
hard to do so. 
  We sincerely thank you for your business.
     ~ Patricia Newton

Have You Tried Us Yet?
You will be so glad you did!!!!

Our customers constantly tell us “Since we’ve 
tried Papa Murphy’s, we don’t go anywhere 
else for pizza.” 

What you can expect:
• Dough that is made fresh each day in our store
• High-quality fresh toppings that we 
   generously layer on your pizza
• Pizzas that are custom-made for you
• Because our pizza is home-baked, it will be 
   hot at home
• No sales tax on any of our take-n-bake items
• Friendly service
• Great tasting pizza!

FEATURE	ARTICLES

12	 HOLIDAY	MEMORIES
	 Stories	from	City	Leaders

14	 HOLIDAY	EVENTS
	 Family	Outings

BUSINESS	SPOTLIGHT

  5 	 PAPA	MURPHY’S	PIZZA

Coupon may not be combined 
with any other offer.

Coupon may not be combined 
with any other offer.

Coupon may not be combined 
with any other offer.

Coupon may not be combined 
with any other offer.

Photo by Anne Hiney
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Complete Hair Care
Body Care
  • Massage
  • Sports & Hot Stones  
  • Deep Tissue
Skin Care
  • Facial Treatments
  • Waxing / Make-up 
Spa Packages
Gift Certificates

Uptown

Salon & Spa
Circa 2008

suites
304 N. Ballard
Wylie, TX 75098
(469)361-6617

Downtown
Salon
Circa 2008

suites
108 N. Ballard
Wylie, TX 75098
(972)429-9400

Complete Hair Care
  • Cuts / Perms
  • Color Foil / Highlights
  • Up-Dos
Nail Care
  • Manicures / Pedicures
  • Solar Nails / Sculpts
  • Tips with Overlays
Skin Care
  • Facial Treatments
  • Waxing / Make-up

Independently,
Taking Care of You!

Choose from two great locations!
Stop in or call Today!

Proudly Serving Wylie
for Over 60 Years

200 South Hwy 78, Wylie, TX
214•351•7951

Member F.D.I.C.

I  N  W  O  O  D
N A T  I  O N A L   B  A  N K

Wylie Sports & Apparel

www.wyliesportsnut.com

• Screen Printing
• Sports Equipment
• School Apparel
• Team Uniforms
• Spirit Wear
• Embroidery
• Letter Jackets &   
   Patches 101 N. Ballard, Wylie, TX 75098

972.461.2772 Fax: 972.461.2773
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Tomi Brizendine
122 N. Ballard St.
Wylie, TX 75098

972-442-7521
tomib@allstate.com

Insurance for
Auto, Home,
Business 
& Life.

New Year’s Eve Ball
Call for Reservations

214•755•9359

Now Offering Yoga
www.myemeraldlotusyoga.com

(214)282-9058

121 N. Ballard St. 
www.majesticballroom.net

Gift
Certificates
Available
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BALLARD STREET
School of the Performing Arts

Private and Group Lessons
Guitar, Vocal, Piano, Banjo & Violin

Dance Classes for Kids & Adults
Ballet, Tap, Jazz, Hip-Hop & Samba

New Location 130 N. Ballard Ave.
(972)429-0047             www.ballardmusic.com
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Nov. 18th - The Sachse Friends of the Library will host a “pot luck” feast on 
Tuesday, starting at 7:00 p.m. at the Library. For more information, please call the 
Library at (972)530-8966, 3815 Sachse Road, Suite C.

Nov. 20th, 21st & 22nd - Plano East Senior High Fine Arts Musical 
production. 7:30 p.m. at PESH.

Nov. 20th - BeTween Book & Movie Club 6:30-7:30PM 4th & 5th graders are 
invited to talk about the book and the movie How to Eat Fried Worms by Thomas 
Rockwell. We will watch scenes from the movie and enjoy snacks. Free copies of the 
book are available for the first 15 kids who sign up! Smith Library, 800 Thomas Street, 
Wylie (972)442-7566.

Nov. 22nd - Join us for the premiere of Kung Fu Panda at Salmon Park, 4302 
Williford Road, Sachse. The fun begins at 6:30 p.m. with a Kung Fu costume con-
test followed by the movie at 6:45 p.m. There will be popcorn and drinks while you 
enjoy the movie. There is no charge for this event. For more info please call the Parks 
Department at (469)429-0275. 

Nov. 22nd - The Sachse High School Choirs present their 3rd Annual Holiday 
Tour of Homes. Tickets will be available at several locations in Sachse, including the 
Kroger on Highway 78, Sachse Chamber of Commerce, Sachse Public Library and 
Sachse High School. Tickets are $10 each and are good for admission at all five 
homes. Proceeds impact the choral program at Sachse High School through scholar-
ships to music camps and university. For more info, please contact Joshua McGuire at 
972-414-7450, ext. 63052.

Nov. 24th -  The Fourth Monday Book Club: Ages 18 and up will meet at 6:30 
p.m.  Reserve a copy of All Souls by Michael Patrick MacDonald at the Smith Library. 
800 Thomas Street, Wylie (972)442-7566.

Nov. 24th - Nov. 28th - WISD & GISD Thanksgiving Break

Nov. 26th - Nov. 28th - PISD Thanksgiving Break

Nov. 27th - Join us Thanksgiving morning for the 5th Annual Turkey Trot at 
Sachse High School. They offer a one- or three-mile fun run starting at 8 a.m. from 
the high school parking lot, 3901 Miles Road. There will be raffle items and a live DJ. 
Proceeds benefit the Class of 2011 senior activities. Email sallyemert@aol.com for 
more info.

Continued  ~

“Reach for a Star”, the City of Wylie’s Gift Assistance 
Program, Gift Stars will be available for the public to 
pick up at City Hall or other participating locations 
(Bank of America, Brookshire’s, Capital One, Chase 
Bank, Great American Storage, Inwood National 
Bank, Texans Credit Union, Walmart, Woodbridge Golf 
Club) beginning November 12 through December 5.   
Help a Wylie family celebrate the Holidays.
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November Events
Nov. 6th & 20th - Wylie’s Smith Public Library Wagging Tales 6:30-7:30 
p.m. Brand new readers can practice by reading aloud to Abby the Collie. Tickets are 
required and limited. They are given out free on a first come, first served basis, on the 
evening of the program. 800 Thomas Street, Wylie (972)442-7566.

Nov. 7th - Sachse’s annual Daddy/Daughter Dance will be at Park Lake Church 
gym, 3702 Sachse Road, from 7 to 9 p.m. This event is a great way for young women 
to strengthen their relationships with their fathers. We will have games, refreshments, 
music and of course dancing. Each couple will receive a picture and corsage to take 
home. The cost is $15 per couple and $5 for each daughter after the initial cost. For 
more info please call the Parks Department at (469)429-0275.

Nov. 8th & 9th - Barnes & Noble Book Sale: The Friends of the Rita & Truett 
Smith Public Library invite you to Barnes & Noble at the Firewheel Shopping Center 
for music, shopping & fun! Mention the Smith Library when checking out and Barnes & 
Noble will donate a part of the profits to the library.

Nov. 8th - Lake Pointe Church in Rockwall, Texas will host a free adoption and 
foster care conference featuring Emily Chapman from 8 a.m. - 3 p.m. for anyone inter-
ested in adoption and foster care.  Emily Chapman, adoption advocate and daughter 
of Christian musician Steven Curtis Chapman, will give the keynote address to the 
conference and foster care. For more info, visit www.adoptionconference.net, e-mail 
adoptionministry@lakepointe.org, or call (469)698-2200, ext. 2647.

Nov. 10th & 11th - “55 Alive” Safe Driving class will be sponsored by the 
Sachse Senior Center from 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. This is a special offered by the AARP – 2 
for the price of 1 - $5.00 each.  Class will meet in the Sachse Library community room. 
You may call 972-495-6282 to sign up or stop by the Sachse Senior Center.

Nov. 13th & 20th - Sachse Public Library staff invite children ages 2 to 6 
for two special Thanksgiving story times featuring Thanksgiving stories along with a 
mini-feast. The fun starts at 11 a.m. 3815 Sachse Road, Suite C.

Nov. 13th - Teen Library Council Meeting at Smith Public Library 5 - 6 p.m. The 
Teen Library Council meets once a month to decide on teen programs, give feedback 
on the teen collection and discuss their favorite reads. All teens (6th-12th grade) are 
welcome! 800 Thomas Street, Wylie (972)442-7566.

Nov. 14th -Dinos After Dark: Museum Sleepover - Spend the night with dino-
saurs!  Experience a night hike with 12 life-sized animatronic dinosaurs, live animal 
presentations, exhibit scavenger hunts, and more! Package includes light evening 
snack, light continental breakfast, and museum admission for Saturday.  Visit www.
heardmuseum.org for complete details.

Nov. 15th - Texas Recycles Day

Nov. 15th - Wylie’s Creek Fest creek cleaning event at Creekside Estates Park 
(meet at the water tower at Francesca Dr.) and Sage Creek (at Ryan Lane & Tyler 
Trail) 9 a.m. until Noon.  For more info call (972)442-8195. Rain date Nov. 22nd. 

Nov. 15th - The Plano Symphony Orchestra presents “An American Rhapsody 
in Blue” with special guests Maureen McGovern and Michael Schneider. 8:15 p.m. at 
the Eisemann Center in Richardson. An evening of American favorites by Copeland, 
Gershwin, Kern, Porter, Mercer and more awaits!

Nov. 17th - Family Fun Night: Picturing America Art Reception 6:30-7:30 p.m. 
The National Endowment for the Humanities and the American Library Association 
have teamed up to present 20 carefully selected works of art spanning several cen-
turies — all by American painters, sculptors, photographers, and architects. Join 
us for an art reception complete with music, an art scavenger hunt for the kids and 
refreshments!

Nov. 15th - Sachse High School All Region Jazz Concert at 7 p.m. in the SHS 
auditorium.

Nov. 15th - Sachse High School Theatre - Rumplestiltzkin children’s show will 
be performed at 2 p.m. in the SHS auditorium.

Nov. 15th - Heard Museum Ropes Course Grand Opening - Open to the Public 
Day.  9 a.m. – 5 p.m.  Experience the Zip line, Rock Climb and Dangle Duo!  Adults 
and children ages 7 and older.  Children must be accompanied by an adult.  General 
admission: $25/per person.  First come, first serve.

Nov. 15th  - The Trinity Trail Preservation Association (TTPA) will sponsor a trail 
ride at the Brockdale Park trailhead in Lucas, Texas, weather permitting.  Arrive at trail-
head at 2 p.m.  Ride out at 2:30 p.m.  Bring your own beverages and lawn chair. TTPA 
will be providing a campfire and cooking hotdogs and s’mores.  Join us for some great 
conversation with other riders.  You can adjust your ride to your own schedule. 
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Dec. 11th - Santa Claus will be at the Sachse Library at 6:30 p.m. for Storytime 
with Santa. Join us for snacks, special Christmas stories and gifts from the Friends 
of the Library. For more info, please call the Library at (972)530-8966. 3815 Sachse 
Road, Suite C.

Dec. 11th - Teen Library Council Meeting at Smith Public Library 5 - 6 p.m. The 
Teen Library Council meets once a month to decide on teen programs, give feedback 
on the teen collection and discuss their favorite reads. All teens (6th-12th grade) are 
welcome! 800 Thomas Street, Wylie (972)442-7566.

Dec. 13th - Sachse’s Country Christmas Parade. No registration required! 
Assemble in the parking lot of Hudson Middle School, 4400 Hudson Drive, no later 
than 8:30 a.m. ready to line up. Contact Denise Vice at (469)429-4771 for more info.

Dec. 13th - Cookies with Santa Claus is coming to City Hall from 10 - 11:30 
a.m. We invite all Sachse children 10 years old and younger to drop by for a visit with 
Santa, share your wish list, and receive a special gift. Donate a canned good or other 
non-perishable food item and receive a raffle ticket for the prize drawings held through-
out the event (you MUST BE PRESENT to win.) The food items are donated to the 
Sachse Fraternal Order of Police Food Drive.

Dec. 13th - Wylie Christmas Parade of Lights and Tree Lighting 6:30 p.m. on 
Ballard St., Downtown Wylie. Enjoy hot chocolate while watching Wylie’s Parade of 
LIghts followed by city officials illuminating the community Christmas tree. Santa rides 
into Old City Park atop the Wylie fire truck.

Dec. 13th - Auditions for the Children’s Chorus of Collin County will be held at 
St. Andrew United Methodist Church, 5801 W. Plano Parkway, Plano, TX. Auditions 
are for children in grades 4-8 and may be scheduled by calling 972-941-9600. In 
June, 2009, the Chorus will participate in a New York City trip where they will sing at 
Carnegie Hall. For additional information regarding the Children’s Chorus, visit us at 
www.childrenschorusofcollincounty.org.

Dec. 21st - Plano Symphony Orchestra’s The Best of Home for the Holidays, 
4:00 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. at St. Andrew United Methodist Church, 5801 West Plano 
Parkway, Plano. Reserved Seating tickets: $10 - $35.  Add $2 at the door. To order, 
call the Plano Symphony Orchestra Ticket Office at 972-473-7262, or visit www.plano-
symphony.org to order tickets online. Plano’s most popular holiday tradition, sold-out 
last season, takes you on a musical journey around the world. Enjoy holiday traditions 
from Germany, France and other countries including many of the popular carols and 
melodies of the season popular in the US that have their origins in other cultures. And, 
of course, the performance will feature your holiday favorites including the audience 
sing-a-long. Hector Guzman, your Orchestra and three outstanding choruses, the 
Plano Civic Chorus, the St. Andrew United Methodist Church Chancel Choir, and the 
Friendship-West Baptist Church Choir, are sure to get you in the spirit of the season!!

Thru Dec. 31st - Heard Museum Dinosaurs Alive! Life-Size Animatronic 
Dinosaurs -There are 12 life-size animatronic dinosaurs including 9 new dinosaurs as 
well as the return of the T-Rex and the Dilophosaurus which spits water. www.heard-
museum.org or call (972)562-5566.

Wylie’s Rita and Truett Smith Library Story Time: 
Join us for books, songs, flannel stories, rhymes and  crafts.  Big Kids Storytime 
at 9:00 and 11:00 a.m. for ages 3-5. Wee Read Storytime 10:00 a.m. for babies & 
toddlers. Nov. 5 - Shapes Everywhere,  Nov. 12 - Yes Your Majesty, Nov. 19 - Lost 
and Found, Nov. 26 - Turkey Day Gobble Gobble, Dec. 3 - Let’s Get Dressed, Dec. 17 
- Santa is Coming. 800 Thomas Street, Wylie (972)442-7566.

Every Wednesday - Wylie Chamber of Commerce Business Card 
Exchange, Woodbridge Golf Course club house, 7400 Country Club Dr., Wylie. Join 
us to network and promote your business from 8 - 9 a.m. For more info call (972)442-
2804 or visit www.wyliechamber.org. •

SAVE THE DATE!
March 28, 2009

6th Annual BOOTS ‘N BARBEQUE GALA
at Southfork Ranch benefitting the 
WISD Education Foundation
contact Jenna Lawson 
at 972-429-3025
for information.

CALEN
D

AR December Events
Dec. 1st - 10th - Live eBay Auction to benefit the Collin County Children’s 
Advocacy Center. Donations are currently being accepted from sponsors who would 
like to participate in this year’s auction (minimum retail value of donation $100 or high-
er). Please contact Karen Green at (972)547-6824 or tnktradingco@sbcglobal.net. To 
connect to the eBay auction site, log onto www.KHYI.com and click on the “12 Days of 
Christmas” or visit www.cacplano.com.

Dec. 2nd - The Sachse Chamber of Commerce invites everyone to the 10th 
Annual Christmas Tree Lighting at 5:30 p.m. at the Red Caboose, 5941 Hwy. 78. Light 
refreshments will be served immediately following the tree lighting ceremony. There is 
no charge for this event. For more info, please call (972)496-1212.

Dec. 3rd & 6th - “Reach For A Star” Fill-The-Trailer: Once again, The Wylie 
View, LLC is seeking donations of unwrapped gifts for boys and girls to help assist the 
City of Wylie’s Reach For A Star program. New clothes and toys for all ages will be 
delivered to the city to distribute as needed. The trailer and volunteers will be located 
in the Wylie Albertson’s parking lot on Wed., Dec. 3rd from 6 p.m. - 8 p.m. and Sat., 
Dec. 6th from Noon - 2 p.m.

Dec. 4th - Murphy’s Tree Lighting Ceremony will take place from 5 - 7 p.m. at 
the Murphy Municipal Complex. We will have a petting zoo, picture’s with Santa and 
hot chocolate. 

Dec. 4th - The Sachse Library is pleased to present the Sachse High School 
Madrigal singers at 7 p.m., 3815 Sachse Road, Suite C.

Dec. 4th & 18th - Wylie’s Smith Public Library Wagging Tales 6:30 - 7:30 
p.m. Brand new readers can practice by reading aloud to Abby the Collie. Tickets are 
required and limited. They are given out free on a first come, first served basis on the 
evening of the program. 800 Thomas Street, Wylie (972)442-7566.

Dec. 6th - Holidays at the Heard and Artisan’s Market - Enjoy our trails and 
special exhibits like Dinosaurs Alive!  Activities will also include $5 photos with Father 
Christmas and Mother Nature, situated in a natural holiday setting.  Shop for a one-of-
a-kind gifts. Enjoy complimentary holiday treats and sandwiches for sale, while kids 
make a complimentary holiday craft. The new outdoor amphitheater will feature local 
musical talents performing holiday favorites. Watch our website for updates about this 
event.  www.heardmuseum.org  

Dec. 6th - The Reason for the Season will have a glorious start in “Bethlehem” 
from 8:00 - 10:30 a.m. at First Baptist Wylie. Families will stroll down the streets of 
Bethlehem and share together the story of Jesus Christ at His birth. Characters are 
dressed in period costumes and visitors witness what life was like on that special 
morning in Bethlehem nearly 2000 years ago.  The marketplace is busy selling goods 
by the different merchants. Animals will be here for the children to pet and enjoy. The 
cost is $3 per person with a $12 maximum per family.  Children under 2 years of age 
are free.  Cost includes:  A Pancake Breakfast, Bethlehem Tour & Family Picture. For 
more info call 972-442-2261.

Dec. 6th - Breakfast with Santa: The Friends of the Smith Public Library invite 
you to join Santa for Breakfast from 9 -10 a.m. After breakfast, Santa will be taking 
pictures with his library friends from 11 a.m. – 2 p.m. The cost for breakfast and a 
picture with Santa is $8 per child with a maximum of $24 per family with three or more 
children. Muffins and juice will be served to the children with coffee available for the 
parents. The cost is $5 for families interested in pictures only. Tickets go on sale at 
the library Monday, Nov. 10. This is a fundraising event to benefit the new library.  800 
Thomas Street, Wylie (972)442-7566.

Dec. 6th - Wylie Women’s League Twilight Tour of Homes from 4 - 6:30 p.m. 
We will be featuring 6 homes in downtown Wylie. Tickets are on sale now from any 
WWL member. The tour will begin at the Birmingham House. For more info please call 
Stacey Daniel (469)964-7425 - Public is invited to tour the wonderful homes.

Dec. 8th - The Children’s Chorus of Collin County and the orchestra of Park 
Cities Baptist Church will present a Fa-La-La! Concert at 7 p.m. at the St. Andrew 
United Methodist Church, 5801 W. Plano Parkway, Plano. The concert begins with the 
chorus processional, “Christmas Is the Best Time of the Year”. Traditional secular and 
sacred holiday music will be presented by the Chorus and orchestra. Specialty selec-
tions such as “Gotta Buy This! Gotta Buy That!” and “Christmas Countdown” will be 
presented by the Chorus Girls and the Boys of the Chorus, respectively. The finale will 
feature the Chorus and orchestra performing an arrangement of “Various Themes on 
‘Fa-La-La’!” Tickets are $8.00 for adults with free admission to all students and pre-
schoolers. Tickets may be purchased at the door or placed in “will call” by contacting 
the Chorus office at 972-941-9600.

Dec. 14 - Christmas Music Extravaganza – Get into the holiday spirit with a ser-
vice that is filled with music! We will have a brass band, traditional music, contempo-
rary music, bells, choirs and much, much more! Services are at 8:30 a.m., 9:45 a.m., 
and 11:05 a.m. Wylie United Methodist Church 1401 FM 1378, Wylie.  wylieumc.org

Dec. 11th - Sachse High School Band Winter Concert at 7 p.m. in the SHS 
auditorium.
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To submit your special event to the Jan/Feb community calendar 
send an e-mail to theconnection.anne@mac.com no later 
than December 15th.  Please include contact name, date(s), 
time(s), location, a publishable phone  number, e-mail and/or web 
site for information.  Only events that are open to the public (no 
“members only” events) are eligible, as space permits. THANKS!

Tell me about it....... 

Local Organizations
Dyslexia Advocates of Wylie (formerly PIRATES Dyslexia) is 
a Parent Support Group for parents of dyslexic children that meets bi-monthly 
at 7 - 8 p.m. at McMillan Jr. High, 1050 Park Blvd., Wylie, TX, 75098 Go to 
www.dyslexiaadvocatesofwylie.com for dates and more info.

Exchange Club of Murphy is a volunteer service organiza-
tion for people who want to serve their community, develop leadership skills 
and enjoy new friendships. Programs include: Child Abuse Prevention, 
Americanism, Community Service and Youth Activities. We meet the 2nd and 
4th Tuesday of every month from noon to 1 p.m., Pecan Hollow Golf Course 
Grill, 4501 East 14th Street, Plano.  Contact:  Debra Chiarello 214-641-9970.

Friends of the Sachse Library meets the 4th Tuesday of 
each month at 7:00 p.m. at the Sachse Library, 3815 Sachse Road. Contact 
the Sachse Public Library for more details, 972-530-8966.

Garland Quilt Guild meets the first Tuesday of each month 
at First Presbyterian Church, 930 West Avenue B, in Garland at 7:00 p.m. 
(except December) Located at the corner of 9th and Avenue B in Garland 
Texas. For more info visit www.garlandquiltguild.org or contact Allison Ray at 
972-941-0860 or allisonray@gmail.com.

Genealogy Friends of Plano Libraries, Inc. pres-
ents a Free Genealogy Seminar on the 3rd Saturday of each month from 
10:15 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. at the W.O. Haggard Library Program Room, 
2501 Coit Road, Plano. Public is welcome. For info visit GenFriends@
GenealogyFriends.org, e-mail: www.GenealogyFriends.org, or call Jean Funk 
at 972-618-1580.

In-Sync Exotics Wildlife Rescue & Educational 
Center is a non-profit organization dedicated to the rescue of exotic 
felines. Visit www.insyncexotics.com for more info. Open Saturdays and 
Sundays, 11 a.m. - 6 p.m. 972-442-6888.

MOMS Club of Murphy/Sachse is a non-profit support 
group for stay-at-home moms and their children. Activities include monthly 
meetings with guest speakers, play groups, park days, MOMS Night Out, 
field trips and more. We participate in service projects to benefit children in 
the community. Please contact Murphy_sachse_moms@yahoo.com for fur-
ther information.

Moms & More All caretakers, whether you are a Mom, Dad, Aunt, 
Uncle, Grandparent or Nanny are welcome. We accept members from Wylie 
and the surrounding communities and have many activities for children and 
their caretakers. We meet the 1st Thursday of the month. Contact Membership 
Chair, Shannon Morris: (972)461-0995 for info. www.wyliemomsandmore.org.

MOPs of Sachse/Wylie/Murphy-Mothers of Preschoolers meet at Park 
Lake Church in Sachse on the 1st & 3rd Wednesdays (September-May) 
from 9:00-11:30 AM.  Mothers with children from birth through kindergarten 
are invited.  Childcare is included with semester MOPS dues.  To RSVP or 
for more information please call Park Lake Church at (972) 414-0600, e-mail 
mops@parklakechurch.com, or visit www.mops.org.

Sachse Historical Society meets the 3rd Saturday of the 
month, 9:30 a.m., Sachse Historical Museum, 3033 6th St.  Museum is open 
for visitors every 2nd & 4th Saturday from 1 - 4 p.m., every Tuesday from 10 
a.m. to 1 p.m. and by appointment for visitors and tours, 972-495-1231.

Sachse Lion’s Club meets the 3rd Monday of the month at 
Steak Kountry, 7010 Highway 78 at 6:30 p.m. We participate in fund rais-
ers throughout the year that benefit several organizations including the Blind 
Leader Dog program and Air Challenge, a program that takes disabled chil-
dren for airplane rides. We also support the Vision Impaired Olympics sum-
mer camp for kids. The Sachse Lions also assist with building Habitat for 
Humanity homes.

Sachse Pet Pals is a volunteer organization working with Sachse 
Animal Control to enhance adoption rates and help with pet medical expens-
es on a financial need basis. Contact Peggy Strong at 972-495-9645 for 
more info.

Trinity Trail Preservation Association (TTPA) is an 
all-volunteer equestrian organization that maintains the 9-mile long trail on 
the Corps of Engineers land along Lavon Lake. TTPA networks with other 
trail riders, sponsors trail rides and cookouts, hosts quarterly meetings with 
speakers on horse-related issues, holds family type activities such as scav-
enger hunts on horseback, fun poker rides and educational clinics. For info 
call Betty Van Houten at 214-864-4066, www.trinitytrailriders.org.

Wylie Friends of the Library meets the 3rd Thursday of each 
month, 6 p.m. at the Rita and Truett Smith Public Library, 800 Thomas, in the 
Bluebonnet Room,  972-442-7566.

Wylie Lions Club meets the 2nd and 4th Thursday of the month at 
Taste of Home Restaurant at 302 N. Ballard Ave. at noon. Anyone interested 
in becoming a Lion is welcome to join the group for lunch. Call Ada Mooney 
for more info at 972-771-5551.

Wylie Lions Club - Evening Branch meets the 1st & 3rd 
Thursdays of the month at Taste of Home Restaurant at 302 N. Ballard Ave. 
at 6:30 p.m. Contact Carl Bodine at 469-951-4344 for info.

Wylie Rotary Club  meets weekly on Thursday at 12 noon at 
Woodbridge Country Club.  Contact Joe Helmberger at joehelmberger@veri-
zon.net for additional info.  

Wylie Wisecrackers, a Toastmasters club serving Wylie, Sachse, 
Murphy, and Lavon, meets every Wednesday from 6:30 - 7:30 p.m. at 
Napoli’s Pizza & Restaurant, 701 N. Hwy 78.  All are welcome. Members 
practice effective public speaking techniques, gain valuable leadership expe-
rience, and, thus, gain personal confidence. Contact Katie Shockley at katie-
shockleydtm@yahoo.com or 469-757-0952. www.wylie.freetoasthost.com

Wylie Women’s League  Meets the 1st Thursday of each 
month. Contact Stacey Daniel at 469-964-7425 or daniel21@verizon.net for 
more info.  •

Interested in Scouting? Visit www.greatplainsbsa.org or www.girlscoutsofnortheasttexas.org for info.

PARKER ROAD
VETERINARY HOSPITAL

24 Years of Dedicated & Caring Service
to Wylie and the Surrounding Area

FULL SERVICE MEDICAL
& SURGICAL CARE

SMALL ANIMALS & HORSES
5000+sq.ft. Hospital Facility

        • IN HOUSE COGGINS LABORATORY
        • 24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

Dr. Kerin

Dr. Wallis

Dr. Abraham

707 Parker Rd • Wylie • 972-442-6523

One mile north of Downtown Wylie
2nd Veterinary Hospital

on Parker Rd.
(Next to the Water Tower)

Parker Rd. 
Vet. Hosp.

FM 544 Hwy 78
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From Foot Pain

• Achilles Tendon
• Ankle Instability
• Ankle Sprains
• Arch Pain
• Arthritis of the 
   Foot & Ankle
• Athlete’s Foot
• Bunions
• Burns
• Charcot Arthropathy
• Corns & Calluses 

• Custom-Made 
   Orthotics
• Diabetic Care
• Flat Feet
• Foot Drop
• Fractures
• Fungal Toenails
• Gait Evaluation
• Ganglion Cysts
• Geriatric Foot Care
• Gout
• Hammertoes

North    Star
Foot & Ankle Associates, P.A.

Robert Jeffrey Doyle, DPM

Step Away

MEDICARE & MOST INSURANCE
PLANS ACCEPTED
3600 North Star Rd., Suite 140, Richardson
By Walgreens at Renner & North Star

972-480-0072
Fax: 972-480-0073

www.northstarfoot.com

• Heel Pain/Spurs
• Infections
• Ingrown Toenails
• Injuries
• Limb Length
   Discrepencies
• Neuromas
• Neuropathy
• Plantar Fasciitis
• Poor Circulation
• Warts
• Wounds

$40 OFF
Your Initial Visit

Includes Consultation & Complete Examination
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SU
RE
D

PA
TI
EN
TS

North    Star Foot & Ankle Associates
Richardson • 972-480-0072

With this coupon. No cash value. Not valid with other offers.  
Offer expires 12/31/2008

Where Education and Fun Go Hand in Hand

®

• Opening Private
   Kindergarten - Aug. ‘08
• For ages 6 weeks to 12 years
• Accredited A Beka 
   values-based curriculum
• Internet video monitoring

(972)442-3100

3465 FM 544 
Wylie, TX 75098

w w w.ch i ldre ns l igh th ouse o f mccre ar y.c om

Receive 1 Week FREE Tuition
6th Week

New Enrollment Only
(With this coupon)

• Computerized building access
• Transportation to and from
   local schools
• Private classes offered on
   campus
   -  Soccer 
   -  Stretch-n-Grow
   -  Dance    
   -  Computer

Children’s Lighthouse of  McCreary

Offer valid thru 12/31/08

COMMUNITY
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Holiday 
Memories 
To Warm 

Your 
Heart

The holiday season gives us an opportunity to bring 
family and friends together as we celebrate, enjoy 
special meals together, and continue traditions 

such as exchanging gifts. Looking back at memorable 
holiday moments reminds us of how special these times 
are.  Here are a few heartwarming memories shared by 
local city leaders.

     

When Christmas came, the bad winter was in full force.  
Normally our family gathers at our house on Christmas day 
for a big lunch, then everyone goes on to the movie or other 
planned activities. But this particular Christmas, we were 
completely housebound by the weather.

So, we put a big fire in the fireplace, pulled out the projec-
tor, and had a day of watching home movies and slides.  There 
were probably thirty or forty of us: my wife and children, her 
parents, my parents, some of her aunts and uncles, and close 
friends.  When I look back, that Christmas was our most mem-
orable because of the time we spent together.  Families need 
more of that togetherness today.”

 Charles Smith

 Sachse Mayor Pro-Tem

 Owner, Charles Smith & Sons Funeral Home

e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e

“We are transplants to Texas and have the tradition of invit-
ing friends, who also have no local family, to our home for 
Thanksgiving and Christmas.  The groups are usually large and 
have consisted of pretty much the same people every year.  
We have become very close over the last 20+ years.

  The Christmas of 1990 we invited a family of recent immi-
grants from the Ukraine to join us. The Soviet Union was in 
the process of collapse and this family was from the group of 
earliest immigrants who had been allowed to cross Turkey’s 
borders. From there they went to Italy for a year and finally 
reached their destination country, which for this family was 
the United States. Bella, the husband’s mother, spoke no 
English but was a wonderful hand in the kitchen, as you can 
imagine. We had one memorable moment when Bella and 
I were working together cleaning vegetables at the sink. I 
accidentally sprayed water in Bella’s face. I was very embar-
rassed and I apologized profusely. We all laughed, and there 
was no language barrier between us, only warmth and shared 
happiness.”

  Karen Reed

 President, Sachse Historical Society

e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e

 

“One Christmas my uncle sent me on a scavenger hunt 
throughout the house for my present.  I had so much fun 
and laughed the whole time, reading each clue and trying to 
find my gift!  Of course, the present was in the room that I 
began the search and it was wonderful.  When I found the 
gift, delighted does not really explain how I felt. It was a gos-
pel music album by my favorite singer, Elvis Presley. I LOVED IT 
and I also loved the search!”

 Dolores Greenwald

 Director of Library Services, Sachse Public Library

e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e

“One of my fondest memories of the Christmas holidays 
was the year I took my wife, Tammie, to meet my extended 
family for a big family Christmas dinner. It was December 
1986 and we had been engaged for two months.  It was the 
first time my fiancé would be meeting all of my aunts, uncles 
and cousins.

After all of the meeting and greeting we sat down for a 
big dinner of turkey, dressing and all the fixings at my aunt’s 
house. Everyone wanted to talk with Tammie and find out 
about her, how we met, and how I asked her to marry me. 
They wanted to know details about the upcoming wedding 
and where we planned to go on our honeymoon.

As the day was coming to a close and we were about to 
make the three hour drive back to Tammie’s parents’ house, 
my aunt ran upstairs to get something she had for both of us. 
I can still remember it like it was yesterday. All of my other 
aunts, uncles and cousins gathered with us around the stair-
case, and I thought to myself, what is going on?

Finally my aunt walked back down the stairs with a pack-
age wrapped in wedding paper. She explained that before my 
grandmother had passed away, two years earlier, she had told 
my aunt to get this item and save it until I became engaged. 
She was to give me and my fiancé this gift, which was the 
same type of gift she had given to each of her grandchildren (I 
was the youngest grandson and the last to get married). 

Inside was a lace tablecloth to be used for special occasions. 
My grandmother had known she was dying and wanted to 
insure that she had treated all of her grandchildren fairly and 
with love. Today, 22 years later, Granny Hogue’s lace table-
cloth is still brought out for every Thanksgiving and Christmas 
in our home. Her love for her family is still felt and seen in 
that lace tablecloth.”

 Eric Hogue

 Mayor, Wylie, Texas

e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e

“My favorite holiday memory is on the second Saturday of 
each December. On this date the City of Sachse hosts Cookies 
with Santa at City Hall. Several Council Members and their 
spouses participate to make it a special morning for the kids.  
Santa arrives on the fire truck with lights flashing and sirens 
blaring. The look on the children’s faces is priceless when the 
truck pulls up to the building. 

The kids visit with Santa, get a gift, have refreshments, 
enjoy story time, play games, and enter a raffle for a special 
prize.  To enter the raffle each child brings a canned good for 
a needy family.

This is truly a fun community event and all have a good 
time! The City of Sachse has hosted this event for the past 15 
years.”  

 Mike J. Felix

 Mayor, Sachse, Texas  •

e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e

by Jan Doleh of Sachse

“When I first moved to Murphy back in 1997 it was a quaint 
small  country town. There was the “old” part of town and 
the newer section, which I moved into, the Timbers. I quickly 
learned how small Murphy really was when I saw one of the 
two police officers we had employed here drive down my 
street at least once an hour, if not more. We had no grocery 
store or restaurants. We drove to Plano for everything. My 
family and I quickly made friends around town.  I got involved 
in Crime Watch and got to know a lot of my neighbors. My 
son had just turned two when we first moved here and he had 
a huge fascination with firefighters and police officers, so we 
stopped by the Police and Fire Departments a lot. He loved 
to sit in their equipment and of course turn on the sirens.  
Needless to say, they all were absolute heroes to us.

We soon learned that the Christmas Holiday season was 
very special in Murphy and we so looked forward to it every 
year.  The celebration started when Murphy had its Holiday 
Parade which included every City of Murphy vehicle that we 
had, which weren’t many.  We had Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts 
in decorated trailers. Fire Chief Palomba and Police Chief 
Garwacki were in their cars and other cars followed.  The 
highlight was always Santa in the fire engine. On the day of 
the parade my son would get dressed up in his junior firefight-
er gear with his Santa hat on.  He made “Murphy Police and 
Fire Rocks!” posters and stood in front of our house eagerly 
awaiting the parade to pass.  We could hear the sirens coming 
from City Hall.  When they finally turned the corner onto our 
street, he would jump up and down and the look on his face 
was priceless!  The parade participants threw candy and my 
son would collect it in his Santa Hat.  The greatest thing about 
the parade back then was that it went down every street!  My 
son figured out that he could watch it go by a million times 
if we just kept turning the corner or cutting through between 
houses.  The sirens would go on forever.  It was actually pretty 
funny.

After the parade, we’d pack it up and head to the old City 
Hall where we’d have crafts for the kids in the old gym.  We’d 
hang out with friends, eat cookies and hot chocolate provided 
by volunteers and of course sit on Santa’s lap for a picture.  

The holiday season in Murphy hasn’t changed that much 
since we moved here. I’d love to see the parade come back 
(I don’t think every street will ever be possible again), but we 
still have the Tree Lighting Celebration and Santa.   It’s a great 
opportunity to gather together as neighbors for some fun 
times and wonderful memories.”

 Roxanne Bogdan

 Deputy Mayor Pro Tem, Murphy, Texas

e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e

“I can remember one Christmas in Sachse that was different 
from the rest.  A winter back in the early 1980s, we had a long 
lasting freeze and ice storm during December and January. 
Everything ground to a halt because it was too cold to go out-
side.  Lots of people lost electricity during that time and cities 
in our area were crippled by the freeze. 

e
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As the crisp air of autumn blows cool the sizzle of the  
summer   sun   and    leaves begin to fall to the ground 
creating blankets of copper and yellow, we can feel 

the holiday season approaching. The moment we get that 
first whiff of burning wood escaping from neighborhood 
chimneys we are catapulted to thoughts of the impending 
hustle that’s looming with the mere flip of a calendar page. 
October’s end brings goblins and ghosts that chase the days 
to Thanksgiving and the familiar and fragrant aromas of 
turkeys and pumpkin pies baking in our kitchens.

We’ve yet to fully digest Thanksgiving’s bounty before we’re 
preparing for the arrival of Santa and hoping for a little 
snow in Texas. Boxes packed with ornaments and lights are 
retrieved from attics or the dark recesses of closets we’ve 
not entered in a year. Holiday decorations are removed from 
bubble wrap and ornaments made by our children from 
Christmas’s past are gazed upon as priceless works of art and 
then hung with great care on the tree. They seem as fragile 
as our memories. Wreaths are hung, lights strung, homes 
decorated, greeting cards and gift wraps chosen and trips to 
the mall are strategically planned and then executed.

Before full bellies make you lazy and those gifts are torn open, 
why not take advantage of a few of the following events that 
are sure to bring out the holiday cheer in all of us.

Sachse Parks and Recreation Holiday Events

November 27, 8 a.m. - Sachse High School Turkey Trot

December 2, 5:30 - 7 p.m. - Christmas Tree Lighting

December 13, 9 a.m. - Country Christmas Parade

Visit www.cityofsachse.com/parks/brochure%20fall08.pdf
for the full list of Sachse community events.

There’s nothing new about starting the season on the run but 
how about starting this one running for a cause. Benefit Sachse 
High School’s 2011 graduating class activity fund by entering 
the 1 or 3K Turkey Trot. Contact SHS for more information. City 
of Sachse Parks and Recreation department is offering numer-
ous ways to bring in the holiday: dances, hayrides, movies, cos-
tume contests, cookies with Santa and special holiday stories for 
the little ones being read at the Sachse Library are just a few. 
There are plenty of ideas for the adults too.

Wylie Christmas Parade of Lights and Tree Lighting

December 13, 6:30 p.m. 

Olde City Park - Ballard St., Downtown Wylie  

 Enjoy hot chocolate while watching Wylie’s Parade of LIghts 
followed by city officials illuminating the community Christmas 
tree. Santa rides into Old City Park atop the Wylie fire truck.

Wylie Women’s League Tour of Homes

December 6, 4 - 6:30 p.m.  

Begin the season with the Wylie Women’s League Tour of 
Homes. See historical homes decorated in full holiday regalia. 
Contact Stacy Daniel 469-964-7425 for details.

City of Murphy Tree Lighting Ceremony

December 4, 5 - 7 p.m. 

City of Murphy Municipal Complex 

206 N. Murphy Rd., Murphy - 972-468-4000

Bring the family out to celebrate the Murphy City tree light-
ing with a petting zoo, picture’s with Santa and hot chocolate.  

Experience the Sights and 
Sounds of the Holiday Season

by Kathleen Noble of Wylie
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Shanti Custom Homes designs and builds homes with elegance 
and style.  As a small custom home builder, they are able to 
dedicate themselves to providing one on one service to their 
clients, which allows them to truly understand client needs, and 
tailor a home that is perfectly suited for your family.

Stacie Gooch • Rob Mauga
Residential and Commercial

Buy, Sell or Lease
Investors

Property Management

Buyer’s/Seller’s Agent

Multi-Million
Dollar Producer

Consistant Top Agent

Stacie Gooch
214-728-6425

Rob Mauga
214-476-7276

www.staciegooch.com
stacie.gooch@yahoo.com

Joe Boggs
Phone: (972)918-0404
Mobile: (972)578-2300
jboggs@IntegrityFirstHL.com

www.integrityfirsthl.com

“Have mortgage questions? I have the answers!”

“Gooch on the Go”

Zachary Magner at the Dallas Arboretum.

Continued  ~
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ship. Take a tour of the Ewing mansion and more. Cost is $23, res-
ervations and tables are available before Nov. 20.   

Richardson’s Santa’s Village

Dates to be announced,  6:00 - 9:00 p.m. 

411 W. Arapaho, Richardson City Hall/Civic Center Complex

www.cor.net/SantasVillage.aspx?id=4124

A heart-warming event for the young and young at heart.....
where all of the sights and sounds of the holiday season 
can be enjoyed! There are a variety of dwellings that offer 
different activities: everything from taking a picture with 
Santa, to visiting with Mrs. Claus, to making an ornament, to 
writing a letter to Santa.  Santa arrives every night on a fire 
truck at 6:00 p.m. sharp!! 

Christmas on the Downtown Garland Square

December 4,  5:30 - 9:30 p.m. 

www.christmasonthesquare.com or 972-205-2749

Santa Claus will be on hand to help light up the square 
in this Garland Power & Light’ Avenue of Lights that can be 
enjoyed while you ride along in a horse-drawn carriage. 
Christmas music will be provided by the Garland Independent 
School District bands and choirs plus a Christmas Bazaar.

Heritage Guild 2008 Holiday Tour of Homes

December 7, Noon - 5 p.m.  

Chestnut Square Historic Village, McKinney

972-562-8790 or www.chestnutsquare.org

The first weekend of December has been The Heritage Guild 
Holiday Tour of Homes since 1973! Several homes and historic 
structures are decorated for Christmas and opened for tour. 

A Dickens of a Christmas in McKinney

November 28 - 30 

Downtown McKinney

www.dickensofachristmasfestival.com

Downtown McKinney takes on the characterizes of an old 
time Victorian Christmas, in the 28th annual, award-winning 
holiday event featuring live reindeer, carriage rides, stroll-
ing carolers and over 100 downtown merchants in Victorian 
costume. 

Don’t forget to check with area churches for special holiday 
events. Consider donating time to those less fortunate or 
choose a star from your community’s Reach for a Star or Angel 
Tree campaigns and brighten the holiday for a child in need.
Remember those that influence your life, or better your days, 
that they may have no one to share the season. Keep the true 
meaning of Christmas close at heart.

Ordinarily it is customary to close with the end; in this case 
it seems more appropriate to close with the beginning that’s 
sure to arrive with the New Year.  •

972-442-9362

SOLUTION

Open Monday - Saturday
Walk-Ins Always Welcome

Call or Come by Today

New to Tangles

Darlene Smith
Cuts • Styling • Color

Highlights • Corrective Color
Perms • Updos

Pink & White Solar Nails 
Manicures • Pedicures
Waxing • Ear Piercing

Eyebrow Sculpting
Facial Waxing

Kristi Beth

T.G.

Jessica Melissa

Whitney

Tangles

Tangles

Tangles

Nail Tech - Sherri Bain

TanglesTangles
303 South Highway 78 • Suite 100 • Wylie
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Dallas Arboretum Holiday Happenings

8617 Garland Road, Dallas

214-515-6500 - www.dallasarboretum.org

The Dallas Arboretum offers numerous seasonal events. 
Take in the crisp scent of autumn while you enjoy delicate 
tea sandwiches, a variety of fine teas and dessert at the The 
DeGolyer Garden Café, Harvest Tea Event at 2 p.m., Wed.-Sun., 
thru Nov. 23. Be sure to see the amazing collection of nativi-
ties during the Holidays at the Arboretum Nov. 24 - Dec. 31. 

Neiman Marcus Adolphus Children’s Christmas Parade

December 6, 10 a.m.

Adolphus Hotel - 1321 Commerce Street, Dallas

Enjoy marching bands, magnificent floats, acrobats and a 
visit from Santa in this annual Dallas parade tradition. Reserved 
bleacher seating is available by calling 214-456-8360. For infor-
mation on Breakfast with Santa, call 214-456-8383.

Highland Park Holiday Events 

December 4, Twilight

Highland Park, 214-521-4161

Holiday in Highland Park offers a variety of events sure to 
enchant even the family Scrooge. Begin with the lighting of 
the 140 year old pecan tree and come back later for the daz-
zling light display at Armstrong and Preston Rd. The light show 
has been a Highland Park tradition for 40 years. 

‘Neath the Wreath Holiday Gift Market

November 6 - 8,  7-10 p.m., 

Plano Centre 2000 E. Springcreek Pkwy., Plano

www.neaththewreath.com

Shop until you drop at the 2008 Holiday Gift ‘Neath the 
Wreath Shopping Extravaganza. Items from 100+ merchants 
will be on display while you sip signature cocktails or relax 
in the lounge with a plate of hors d’ oeuvres. Tickets will be 
available at select Tom Thumb stores. 

City of Plano Parks & Recreation 30th Annual 
Christmas Crafts Fair

November 22, 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

November 23, Noon - 5 p.m.  

Plano Centre - 2000 E. Springcreek Pkwy., Plano

www.planoparks.org - 972-941-7250

This craft show is the place to purchase holiday decorations 
for your home including handmade tree skirts, ornaments, 

wreaths and jewelry along with hand-painted decorations and 
personalized holiday items. This event will definitely bring out 
your Holiday spirit and it’s free! 

Frisco’s Christmas on the Square

November 28 - January 6 

www.friscosquare.com

This unique Christmas light display in the Frisco Square fea-
tures 70,000 Christmas lights synchronized to holiday music. 
Each weekend evening in December, this one of a kind event 
also hosts outdoor movies, carriage rides, train rides, balloon 
artists and a number of other activities  Santa arrives Dec. 6.

Southfork Ranch    
Holiday Party Share

December 3, 10:30 a.m.

South Fork Ranch, 3700 Hogge 

Road, Parker

972-442-7800

Senior citizen groups are invited to enjoy a traditional turkey 
and dressing lunch with all the trimmings in the Ewing Ballroom. 
Groups from local churches, senior centers and the Red Hat 
Society, among others, will be sharing food, festivities and fellow-

The Connection  •  1�

Wylie’s Parade of Lights and Christmas Tree lighting are two of the many festive 
activities that your family can enjoy during the holiday season.

Sit ‘n’ Sleep
Brothers Since 1956

403 S. Hwy 78 - Wylie (Next to Sonic) 972-429-4488

Sleep Better
For The Holidays

Now through 12/24 
All Mattresses 

50-65% Off

Financing
Available

Happy Holidays from Jim Walter
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Don’t Unwrap Disaster This Holiday Season
A few simple safety tips for you and your family

By Elizabeth Fagan, M.D. 

HEALTH

Did you know the holiday season is a time when many 
people are prone to accidents? During November and 
December of each year, hospital emergency rooms 

across the country treat about 10,000 patients who have 
been injured by falls, cuts, shocks and burns related to holi-
day decorating. That’s why it’s important to be cautious when 
stringing holiday lights, trimming the Christmas tree, lighting 
candles, or preparing the family feast.

Here are some simple safety tips:

Unstable shoes and rolling 
chairs spell disaster when it’s 
time to hang holiday lights and 
decorations around your house. 
Rely on sturdy ladders and rubber-
soled shoes to get the job done 
safely. One of the most common 
accidents: elderly guests tripping 
over toys or falling down the stairs. 
So be sure to keep your stairs and 
rooms clear of any clutter!

Hosting a family gathering or 
holiday party? Child-proof your 
home beforehand. Lit candles 
and low-hanging ornaments 
are potential hazards to young 
children. Many people don’t 
realize that antique and foreign-
made ornaments are likely to 
have lead-based paint, which 
can be dangerous if a young child 
chews on them. Since visitors like 
grandma may bring medications into your home, you also 
need to keep pill bottles out of reach and close the caps 
tightly. 

Always check for freshness when picking out a live tree 
and look for the “fire resistant” label for artificial trees. 
When setting up the tree, place it away from fireplaces, 
radiators or portable heaters and do not block doorways. 
Be sure to use a sturdy stand and keep it filled with water 
so the tree doesn’t dry out. 

Turkey fryers are potentially dangerous. Make sure you 
use the fryer outdoors and that you don’t overfill it with oil. 
The turkey should be completely thawed and dry before 

•

•

•

•

dunking it into the oil so the oil doesn’t spill and splatter. 
Never leave a fryer unattended, make sure it has a stable 
base and keep a fire extinguisher handy. Allow the oil to 
cool completely before disposing. Believe it or not, the oil 
stays hot enough to burn several hours after you turn off 
the fryer!

Holiday feasts are a treat for the 
taste buds but can be harmful if food 
isn’t cared for properly. Perishable 
buffet items should not sit at room 
temperature for more than two hours. 
If you are planning a long evening, 
place cold dishes in an ice bath and 
hot items in chafing dishes.

If the temperature drops below 
freezing, ice can present a hazard for 
the whole family. Ice on the sidewalk 
is as dangerous as ice on the streets. 
Ensure all family members wear 
heavy rubber-soled shoes and use 
caution when walking on or near icy 
patches.

Take the time to share these safety 
tips with your family, so all of you 
can enjoy your holiday traditions 
– without making a trip to the 
emergency room. •

Elizabeth Fagan, M.D., completed her medi-
cal training at the University of Oklahoma 
and her residency at Orlando Regional 
Medical Center. Dr. Fagan, board certified 
in emergency medicine, serves as Medical 
Director of Richardson Regional Medical 
Center’s Emergency Department at both the 
Campbell Campus and the Bush/Renner 
Campus. The new Emergency Department 
located at George Bush Turnpike and 
Renner Road is open 24/7 and can treat 
adults and children and all types of injuries 
as well as cardiac, orthopedic, and pediatric 
emergencies. In addition to 18 emergency 
care beds, a four-bed observation unit is 
available for overnight care. For a physician 
referral, please call (972) 4 DR LINE.

•

•

• Perms 
• Highlighting 
• Coloring 
• Body Wraps 
• Ear Candeling 
• Therapeutic Massage 
• Hot Stone Massage
• Razor Shaves
• Color Correcting
• Up Do’s 
• ION Cleanse Footbath

501 W. Brown St.• Wylie         (972)442-0927

We Are The Only Salon
Open in Wylie on Mondays

Mon 1pm-5pm
Tue-Fri 10am-7pm 
Sat 9am-5pm

HAIR STOP
WHERE ALL COLORS

ARE BEAUTIFUL

FULL SERVICE BEAUTY
& BARBER SALON

(Coupons Expire 12-31-2008)

(972)442-0927          501 W. Brown St.• Wylie         

Checks are
Welcome!

$12  Hair Cutz by Ed
Must Mention Ad

$10  OFF All Hair Color by Nesha
Must Mention Ad

$45  FULL 1 Hour Body Massage
Ask for Sheila

$25 FULL Facial by Carrie
Must Mention Ad

Thanksgiving & Christmas Specials
Call for Details

FREE Hair Cut with 
Shampoo & Style

$18 Value - Mention Ad
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Charles R. Downey, M.D.
Board Certified in Obstetrics & Gynecology
Richardson Regional Physician Pavilion 1

2821 E. President George Bush Hwy, Suite 300
Richardson, TX 75082

www.drdowney.net

Z  Same Day Appointments Available
Z  Medicare & Most Insurance Plans Accepted
Z  Now Accepting New Patients 972-231-9144

Complete Gynecologic & Obstetric Care for Women of All Ages
Compassionate Care & Treatment  of 
Women’s Unique Healthcare Needs

Z Routine Pap Smears & Colposcopy 
Z Routine & High Risk Obstetrics
Z Family Planning / Contraceptive Counseling
Z Treatment of Infertility
Z Hormone Replacement Therapy
Z Laparoscopic Gynecologic Surgery
Z In Office Endometrial Ablation
Z In Office Sonogram
Z In Office Lab Services
Z Now Offering Gardasil - HPV Vaccine

UNIQUE Party Rentals

WE RENT:
• Bouncers
• Slides
• Cotton Candy
• Snow Cone
• Popcorn
   Machines
• Chairs, Tables
   and more...

972-781-8480
www.uniquepartyrent.com
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December

2 Burnett Junior High School and  Harrison Intermediate School 
Choirs Holiday Concert –  Wylie East Auditorium
4-5 Wylie East High School Theatre –“The American Car: The 
American Dream”– Wylie East  Auditorium, 7:30 p.m.
6  Wylie High School Choir Holiday Concert and Dinner – Wylie 
H.S. Cafeteria, 7:00 p.m. – One hundred percent of all proceeds 
benefit scholarship fund for Choir seniors – any questions 
contact Patrick Newcomb at 972-429-3117
9 McMillan Junior High School Bands Winter Concert – Wylie 
East Auditorium, 7:00 p.m.
11 Cooper Junior High School and Draper Intermediate School 
Bands Winter Concert – Wylie H.S. Auditorium
11-12 Cooper Junior High School Theatre – “A Christmas 
Carol” – Cooper JHS Cafeteria, 7:00 p.m.
12 Wylie High School Theatre – “Evening at the Improv” – 
Wylie H.S. Black Box Theatre, 7:30 p.m. 
13 Wylie High School Band at Wylie Chamber of Commerce 
Christmas Parade of Lights

EDUCATION	

Holiday Performances 
Celebrate the season while supporting our   
young performers 

by Marcia Coker of Wylie ISD

Prepare to be entertained as many secondary fine arts 
students in the Wylie Independent School District 
begin rehearsals for the festive holiday season. 

November and December are filled with opportunities to 
hear wonderful bands and choirs and to see great theater.  
It is also an opportunity to support the young people of the 
community as they practice their arts. Again this school year, 
Wylie ISD students are already taking honors at regional and 
area competitions against other area school districts. Wylie 
ISD fine arts students have a history of excellence and trophy 
cases filled with evidences of their spectacular performance 
skills.   

Many of the upcoming programs are free to the public and 
the students love a large crowd. Mark your calendars now and 
check with your local school nearer to the date of the event 
if times are not available. Share the joy of the holidays with 
many of the talented and special young people of your com-
munity.  It can put a smile on your face!

November

1 Wylie High School Band at Centennial Marching Festival – 
Frisco Memorial Stadium 
6-8 Wylie High School Black Box Players – Wylie H.S. Black Box 
Theatre, 7:30 p.m. (5:00 p.m. on Friday)
7 Wylie High School Band performs at the football game vs. 
Allen – Eagle Stadium, 7:30 p.m.
14-15   McMillan Junior High School Theatre – “Everyman/
Everywoman” – MJHS Cafeteria, 7:00  p.m.
18 Wylie East High School Choir Concert – Wylie East 
Auditorium, 7:30 p.m.

15 Burnett Junior High School Bands Winter Concert – Wylie 
East Auditorium, 7:00 p.m.
15 Cooper Junior High and Draper Intermediate School Choirs 
Holiday Concert – Wylie H.S.  Auditorium, 7:00 p.m.
16 Wylie H.S./Wylie East H.S. Band Winter Concert – Wylie 
East Auditorium, 7:00 p.m.
16 McMillan Junior High School and Davis Intermediate School 
Choirs Holiday Concert – Wylie H.S. Auditorium, 7:00 p.m.  •

Check the community calendar for Sachse High 
School and Plano East Senior High choir and drama 
performances.

Liz Atwater is Jean Farrell and Ben Gifford plays Henry Farrell in the Wylie H.S. 
production of Emma’s Child.

Madison George, Amy Dunlap, Ashlee Patten, Stephany Heath & Audra Smith
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“We love the hometown feel 
and always find what we need 
in Downtown Wylie.”
	 ~ Pastor Kris Segrest and Family,

First Baptist Church Wylie

Q ART
FRAMING

CUSTOM FRAMING
ART & PRINTS

WE COME TO YOU
For a personal touch, call for your appointment.

Phone: (469)232-8021

Creative Custom Framing
Retail & Commercial Design

Q Art is located in downtown Wylie
above Ballard Performing Arts.

201 N. Ballard Ave. • Wylie, TX 75098
qwholesale@yahoo.com

Bring this advertisement in to receive 50% off your next purchase.

Vision Source!
$10 $10

$10 $10

Craig Schackerer, O.D.
303 S. Hwy 78, #203, Wylie, TX 75098

(972)442-2020

Eye Exams, Glasses, Contact Lenses
Present this ad for $10 off your bill.

Craig Schacherer, O.D.
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Happy Holiday Pets
Take special care of our furry family members  
by Sharon Jones of Guardian Pet Sitters

PET

This is a wonderful time of year! The holidays bring us 
time with family and friends, enjoying great food and 
exchanging gifts. It is a time of hustle and bustle, holiday 

programs, shopping for gifts, going to wonderful parties and 
the young waiting for the big day when Santa will bring them 
the special toy. 

This is a time for us to remember the wonderful animals 
that share our lives and bring us joy. Pets can enjoy the holi-
days if we are careful to not let their curiosity or their sense of 
smell get them in trouble. We can show our love and thank-
fulness for the part they play in our lives by giving the gifts 
that say “I care”. 

Some gifts can be bought; you might want to replace the 
worn-out and frayed collar and leash, get a new name tag, 
new food or water bowls and this would be a good time to 
throw out the old litter box and get a brand new one. What 
about buying a new orthopedic mattress bed for your older 
pet or replacing the bird’s rusting cage with a roomier clean 
one. What about a new kitty condo? We don’t want to for-
get new toys for them to play with that will entertain and give 
them exercise.  

Then there are gifts that we can not buy: scheduling time 
during this busy season to spend with your animal friend, 
finding moments in your busy schedule to take the dog 
for a walk or playing with the cat. 

During this time of year we also have the 
responsibility of protecting them from the 
many pet-hazards that can be found. The 
holidays can be stressful for our pets 
with all the changes in the home and 
routine. Here are some steps to 
make sure your pet is happy and 
secure during this time, elimi-
nating added stress and giving 
you enjoyment with your pet.  

Be sure there is a quiet room 
for the shy animals to retreat 
to as they can get stressed with 
the hustle and bustle of holiday 
guests.

Before you light those candles, 
remember that some produce 
fumes that can be harmful to birds.  
A wagging tail or a jumping cat can 
easily knock over a burning candle 
on a table. NEVER leave a burning 
candle unattended.

•

•

The simmering pots or decorative bowls might find a 
curious pet checking it out and they could burn themselves 
or ingest the liquid. 

Batteries (loose and in packages) should be kept away as 
they contain corrosives that can cause ulceration in your 
animal’s mouth, tongue and gastrointestinal tract if bitten 
or swallowed. 

The Christmas tree is a target as the pet might want to chew 
on the branches (pine needles can be toxic) or climb into 
the tree causing it to fall over. For “live” trees, they might 
drink the water that contains commercial preservatives or 
bacteria which can cause vomiting and worse.

Electrical cords, glass ornaments, ribbons and holly berries 
can have dangerous side effects if your cat or dog chews 
or consumes them.

DON’T USE TINSEL! It can cut your pet’s intestines. It can 
also wad up and cause blockage requiring stomach surgery 
for your canine or feline.

Holly, Poinsettia, Chrysanthemums, Amaryllis, Periwinkle, 
and Mistletoe can be toxic to your pet. 

Don’t “treat” the pet from the table – it could lead to 
indigestion, upset tummies or loose bowels. Ask guests to 
refrain from giving treats, too.

Alcoholic drinks can cause death, especially in smaller 
animals.

Chocolate contains caffeine and theobromine which can 
cause serious problems for your pets.  

Bones from turkeys, chicken, pork, fish and beef ribs can 
puncture your pet’s throat, stomach or intestines.

If you suspect that your pet has gotten 
into a poisonous substance call your 

veterinarian or the APCC’s emer-
gency hotline 1-888-4-ANI-Help 
immediately. 

With your busy schedule 
you can also reduce your 
stress by hiring a pet sitter to 
come in to feed, play with 
or walk the dog, or care for 
an elderly or special-needs 

pet (diabetic) with medi-
cine or insulin shots. This will 

reduce your stress and enable 
you to attend holiday functions 
with “peace of mind” that 
your pets are being provided 
the care you want them to 
have.  •

Sharon Jones, owner of Guardian 
Pet Sitters since 1992, is passionate 

about helping people enjoy their pets by 
keeping them safe, healthy and happy. To 

learn more, contact her at 972-625-5272 or 
visit her website at www.guardianpetsitters.com. 

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
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Wylie Economic
Development 
Corporation

Building
Wylie
One
Business
At
A
Time

Family owned and operated in your community.

Agents Sean & Nicole House  •  (469)438-4303
www.insurancetexanstrust.com

HOME  •  AUTO  •  LIFE

• Competitive rates • Multiple discount options
• Exceptional, responsive claims service 24/7
• Rated A (Excellent) by A.M. Best Company

The Insurance Texans Trust.
★   Since 1896   ★ 
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If you need

insurance

built better

for Texas

Guarantees are subject to product terms, exclusions, and limitations and in the insurer’s claims-paying ability and financial strength. 
MetLife Auto & home is a brand of Metropolitan Property and Casualty Insurance Company and it’s affiliates: Metropolitan Casualty 
Insurance Company.  Metropolitan Direct Property and Casualty Insurance Company, Metropolitan General Insurance Company, 
Metropolitan Group Property and Casualty Insurance Company, and Metropolitan Lloyds Insurance Company of Texas, all with 
administrative home offices in Warwick, RI. Coverage, rates, and discounts are available in most states to those who qualify. See 
policy for restrictions.  © 2007 MetLife Auto & Home L12077820707(exp1110)[TX] 0711-6362  ©UFS

MetLife Auto & Home® can match your needs step for step. With 
outstanding homeowner protection, including Full Replacement 
Cost and Water Damage Coverages, built Texas Style.
Call today and learn more or receive a quote.

Lisa M. Peters, Agent
7214 Highway 78, Suite 9a
Sachse, TX 75048
lpeters@getmetagent.com
972-414-8411

MetLife
Guarantees for the if in life.SM

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

INSURER

A U T O n H O M E

LIFE n BUSINESS

Nationwide®

Insurance &
Financial Services
Nationwide is On Your Side ®

Melissa Crabtree
Associate Agent

1000 Hwy 78 N Ste C • Wylie, TX 75098

972-461-9919

Life insurance underwritten by Nationwide® Life Insurance Company. 
Nationwide®  Mutual Insurance Company and affiliated companies
Home Office: Columbus, OH 43215-2220 • Nationwide® and the Nationwide® frame
are federally registered service marks of Nationwide® Mutual Insurance Company

S A C H S E  E Y E

A S S O C I A T E S

Comprehensive Eye Care • Treatment of Glaucoma
Macular Degeneration • Eye Allergies & Infections

Dry Eye Treatment Center • Cataracts 
Diabetic Eye Care • Glasses & Contacts  

Free LASIK Consultations

(972)530-2020
www.sachseeye.com
5120 Hwy 78 - Suite 700

Sachse, TX 75048
Dr. Justin Barnett, O.D.

Most Insurances Accepted

How eye care should be done!

972-429-8228
southwesternchiropractic.com

2610 W. FM 544, Ste. 200
Wylie, TX 75098

Present this ad for

$35 First Visit
($205 Value) 

Includes consultation, exam, 
x-rays (if needed), and report of findings.

Expires 12/31/08

Dudes Do Dinner  
At Ye Shire Tavern   

by Scot, Mike, Jeff & Craig

DINING

Mon - Thurs 
10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

Saturday 
9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

CLOSED 
Friday And Sunday

Advanced Eye Care & Optical Services
... for you and your entire family.

SACHSE FAMILY EYE CLINIC

Dr. Steven Le and Dr. Melanie Nga Truong
have proudly served Sachse and the 

surrounding communities for over 8 years!

(972) 675 - 9626         www.sachseeyes.com
5001 Ben Davis Rd., Sachse, Texas 75048

With a name like Ye Shire Tavern 
one might expect to find 
the likes of Frodo Baggins, 

Sam Gamgee, and Gandalf the White. 
But alas the Dudes found no Hobbits, 
dwarfs, elves, or (thank goodness) Orcs 
at Ye Shire Tavern. Instead we found 
some tasty menu items and a nice place 
to gather with friends for an ale or two 
after a day of work.

Recently on a 
Monday evening flat 
panel displays offered 
the Happy Hour 
crowd previews of the 
night’s NFL game and 
baseball’s National 
League Championship 
Series. Ye Shire Tavern 
has the feel of a 
neighborhood bar but 
without the neighbor-
hood. The bar patrons 
were obviously well 
acquainted and other 
regulars sat on the 
large patio in the 
warm evening.

A round of domestic 
and imported bottled 
beers was ordered. 
Though irksome to Dude Two who is a 
draft beer snob, it was satisfying none-
theless in a familiar sort of way after all 
we were enjoying a cold adult beverage 
in relaxing environs.

Dude Two is however a fried tuber 
expert and quickly rescued his injured 
palate with an order of Blue Cheese 
Potato Chips for the table. Very thinly 
sliced and fried to a delicate crispness, 
the chips were served with crumbled 
blue cheese sprinkled on top and a side 
of blue cheese dressing. 

With our bubbly server at the ready 
we perused the menu for the dinner 
selections. Dude Four had noted the 
mention of Prime Rib on the sign out 
front and Ye Shire Tavern’s claim to 

serve “The Very Best” prime rib and 
went with the house specialty. At $26.95 
it is the most expensive item on the 
menu but certainly worth it. Roasted to 
a slightly salty crust and a juicy medium 
temperature the thick cut was very ten-
der. Served with English peas (of course) 
and house mashed potatoes it was a 
hearty, generous choice that could not 
be finished.

Dude Two went with the Classic Open 
Faced Turkey Sandwich. Chunks of tur-
key served over thick white toast were 
topped by “house-made gravy”, nice 
brown gravy with appropriate viscosity. 
Though unspectacular, it too was a gen-
erous serving. 

Dude One went traditional for a meal 
at an English tavern; fish and chips. 
Lightly battered and fried to golden 
brown, the thick pieces of cod were 
tasty though a little too thick. Served 
with the familiar potato chips, this 
entrée featured the house-made gravy 
drizzled over the chips and with sautéed 
onions tossed in. 

It was the Sliced Prime Rib Sandwich 
for Dude Three. Though based on the 
house specialty the sandwich lacked the 
vibrancy of the Roasted Prime Rib; tasty 
yes, but not quiet as thick and hearty. 
The sandwich was served with lettuce, 
tomato, and pickle and a choice of cot-
tage fries, half side salad, or the tradi-
tional English offering of pears and cot-
tage cheese.

Though not expansive, the menu is 
ambitious. It ranges from traditional 
offerings like hamburgers, a selection 
of salads, and appetizers such as fried 
shrimp to more high-end entrees like 
Braised Beef Short Ribs, Rainbow Trout, 
and Salmon Filet as well as appetiz-
ers like Old Fashioned Deviled Eggs or 
Smoked Salmon. The more ambitious 

the menu item, the higher the price. 

Overall, the Dudes found Ye Shire 
Tavern to be a comfortable place to relax 
after a day’s work to share a cold bever-
age and tasty offerings for Happy Hour 
(4:30-6:30 and 9:30 to close). If you are 
in search of a nice prime rib (with out 
interruption by Hobbits) stick around 
and pony up the dollars - it’s worth it. •

• Hardwood/Laminate • Ceramic Tile
• Tumbled Mosaics • Travertine 
• Granite Countertops • Installation Avail.

We’ll Beat Any Written Estimate
(972)429-2049 • FAX (972)429-3926

CELL (972)369-4494
2801 W. FM 544 #105 • Wylie, TX 75098

Located across from the Wylie Water Tower

www.classictileandstone.net

Commercial and ResidentialACE
RESURFACING

SAVE Up 
to 85%

in Cost 
and Down 
Time vs. 

Replacement

214-650-9697
www.aceresurfacing.com

ITEMS
Countertops • Sinks
Tile • Showers • Tubs

Pools • Hot Tubs
Appliances • Cabinets

MATERIALS
Fiberglass • Wood
Ceramic • Formica

Cultured Wood

Scientifically formulated 
Acrylic Resin coating designed 
specifically for refinishing.
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Shepherd’s Pie
SERVES 6 

Ingredients
1 1/2 lbs lean ground beef
1 (16 ounce) can corn
1 (16 ounce) can green peas
1 (8 ounce) can green beans
1 medium onion, finely diced
1 garlic clove
4-5 medium potatoes,     
      cooked and mashed
salt
pepper
grated cheddar cheese

Directions
1  On high heat, brown ground 
beef, onion, and garlic. Reduce 
heat and add seasoning (salt, 
pepper, and any other seasoning 
you like). Crumble ground beef 
into a casserole or baking dish, 
add corn, peas, and green 
beans. Cover evenly with mashed 
potatoes and scatter the grated 
cheddar cheese on top.
2  Place in preheated 350°F oven 
and bake for 30-35 minutes. 
Mashed potatoes should be 
golden brown and cheese should 
be bubbly.

Prime Rib with English  peas and house mashed potatoes.

Blue Cheese Potato Chips
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Referee’s Point Of View  
Tim Millis - Executive Director of the NFL Referees Association   

by Scot Harrison the Voice of the Wylie Pirates

SPORTS

972-442-2515
www.wyliedental.com

611 W. Brown St., Wylie, Tx 75098 info@wyliedental.com

General & Cosmetic Family Dentistry

Serving Our
Area Since 1989

Why did I wait so long?
To brighten my teeth...
To camouflage years of wear...
To look younger...
To boost my self-confidence...

Why did I wait so long to “SMILE”?

Did you know that there are a number of non-surgical 
procedures that only require minimal or even no down 
time? At Wylie Dental Associates, Dr. Charles Stetler and 
Dr. Melody Stampe have completed numerous hours of 
continuing education courses in cosmetic procedures. Both 
doctors and the dental team take great pride in building 
relationships by listening to the individual patient. By 
gaining knowledge of what each patient’s desires are, they 
are able to help every patient achieve their goals. 

Ask yourself why have you waited so long? It’s never 
too late! Call our office today for a complimentary
smile evaluation!

Melody A. Stampe,
D.D.S., F.A.G.D.

Charles D. Stetler,
D.D.S., F.A.G.D.

Most people probably didn’t even notice when the 
story broke. A highly respected referee from the 
National Football League, Ed Hochuli, admitted 

during a game that he made a mistake on a call that may 
have cost the San Diego Chargers a win against the Denver 
Broncos. In the ultra-competitive NFL 
every game counts. For the most popular 
league in American sports to have one of 
their best referees say that one of his calls 
would have such an impact on a game was 
unprecedented. Naturally it unleashed a 
firestorm of negative publicity. The official 
response featuring a byline “Wylie, TX” 
unleashed thought clouds across the coun-
try filled with question marks.

Tim Millis is the Executive Director of the 
NFL Referees Association. He lives in Wylie. 
When Hochuli’s mistake put the NFLRA in 
the spotlight it was Millis who offered the 
association’s explanation.

“The officials are under a ‘gag order’,” 
says Millis. “I am not under the ‘gag order’ 
because I don’t work for the NFL. I work 
for the union, the National Football League 
Referees Association. In the case of the 
(Hochuli) replay he himself announced to 
millions of people worldwide that he had 
made a mistake.”

Usually, only the NFL front office and the crew working the 
game would know there was a mistake. In his case, Millis was 
put front and center.

“When something like what happened with Ed (Hochuli), 
where he had admitted it himself, we just wanted to go on 
record and put it in perspective that players, coaches, every-
one associated with the game makes mistakes every game,” 
says Millis. It is all part of the job description of a man for 
whom football has been a driving force most of his life

Millis began his career as a football official like most do – 
he was a player first in the 1960’s. Growing up in Mississippi 
he played in a very successful high school program in 
Mendenhall. He was talented enough to string together a col-
lege career that included playing in junior college and at Ole 
Miss, and finally wrapping up at Millsaps College in Jackson, 
Mississippi in 1967. He got into officiating right away at first to 
try to keep his weight down. 

“You’re on the college program and you are bringing in all 
of those calories then you quit and you’re still bringing them 
in,” says Millis with a chuckle. “I kind of got into it to continue 

a physical program of exercise where I could not gain so much 
weight. It just kind of blossomed from there.”

Millis started at the lowest levels of football. Junior high, 
junior varsity, high school, even pee wee.  As a Treasury 

Intelligence Agent for the U.S. Government 
(which later became the Criminal 
Investigation area of the Internal Revenue 
Service) he moved around frequently, 
mostly along the Gulf coast. His career real-
ly took off after arriving in Texas in 1976. 

“Football is so big in Texas! I knew a lot 
of the coaches from my time playing small 
college football,” says Millis.

By 1979 he was doing small college and 
JUCO games, then a break came in 1983 
when the old Southwest Conference called. 
His performance there led to opportunities 
in the NFL three years later. 

Eventually his officiating career would 
lead to working Super Bowls XXIV and 
XXXIII. But his most memorable call came 
during the 1996 AFC Championship Game 
between the Colts and the Steelers at 
Three Rivers Stadium in Pittsburgh. The 
game came down to Millis’ call in the end 
zone when the Colts receiver could not 
make the  catch in the end zone as time 
expired. Millis is the referee immortal-

ized as he slapped his hand to the artificial turf indicating the 
incompletion and a Steelers trip to Super Bowl 30. 

“You work for 30 years and make one call and they rec-
ognize you as an official,” says Millis. “And this is when they 
didn’t have replay. But later replays showed it was in fact, the 
right call.”

He still gets calls about that game to this day! He retired 
as an active game official until 2001. But during that time 
he was also serving as Coordinator of Officials for the Big 12 
Conference.

These days he spends his Sundays and Monday nights 
watching the games on television. “My job is to get the best 
working conditions possible for the officials working the game. 
That includes their travel, their lodging, their pay, their pen-
sions, their medical, and the best possible working conditions 
as it relates to the NFL ballgame.”

And it all happens in Millis’ office in Wylie, Texas. And you 
thought Wylie was a football town before!  •

• Pizza • Pasta • Calzone • Stromboli • Salads 
• Buffalo Wings • Sandwiches • Soups

158 W FM 544, Suite 132 • Murphy

BYOBSun - Thur: 11 a.m. - 10 p.m.
Fri & Sat: 11 a.m. - 11 p.m.

www.mogiospizza.com

MANAGER’S SPECIALS
BUY ANY SMALL PIZZA at the regular price

And Get The Second One For $6.99
BUY ANY MEDIUM PIZZA at the regular price 

And Get The Second One For $7.99
BUY ANY LARGE PIZZA at the regular price

And Get The Second One For $8.99
BUY ANY X-LARGE PIZZA at the regular price

And Get The Second One For $9.99

LUNCH SPECIALS

• Lunch Pizza (up to 3 toppings)

• Any Sandwich With Chips
• Any Pasta with Cheese Bread
• Lunch Calzone or Stromboli 
• Soup, Salad & Bread
• LUNCH 1 Topping Pizza • • • • • • • • • $3.99

$6.99Mon - Fri
11 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Includes a Salad

WE DELIVER! 972-423-8100

(up to 3 
stuffings)

Low Carb & Whole Wheat Pizz
as
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Becoming a millionaire isn’t all that difficult and there 
are countless ways to achieve that milestone.  Some peo-
ple do it through real estate, others start their own busi-
ness, while some simply get lucky.  What’s even more 
interesting is that you don’t have to be wealthy to begin 
with nor do you have to earn six figures to reach this goal.

I know some people who earn well over $100,000 and 
all they have to show for it is a large mortgage payment 
and a fancy car.  Anyone can become a millionaire and 
there are five things you need to do to have the best shot 
of making that a reality.

1  Earn Income.

Clearly, the more 
money you make the 

faster you get there, but 
that doesn’t mean some-
one with an average income 
can’t obtain millionaire 
status.  The current medi-
an income in this country 
ranges between $35,000-
$60,000, depending on 
where you live.  If married, 
you have the benefit of dual 
incomes.  The wonderful 
thing about dual incomes is 
that your income may dou-
ble, but your expenses typi-
cally don’t.

If you earn an income that 
is below the average, all is 
not lost.  You can do some-
thing about it.  A negative attitude about your job or your 
earning potential won’t change anything.  Be proactive and 
improve your situation.  It is your life, so take control and 
realize that things don’t change overnight.  It may take a 
few years of slow growth before you reach your goal, but 
you can do it if you try.

2  Live Within Your Means.

If you spend all or more money than you make you’ll 
never be a millionaire. This doesn’t mean you have to 

live a miserable and miserly lifestyle, but you simply need 
to live reasonably. Start by purchasing a home that you can 
comfortably afford and drive vehicles that suit your lifestyle 
without straining your budget.  You don’t have to make 

MONEY

How to Become 

a Millionaire  
Five Simple Steps 

from Jal Dennis of the Jal Dennis Group

$75,000 a year, drive a 1992 Civic Hatchback, and live in 
a dump, but throwing your money at a 4,000 square foot 
home in a gated community with luxury cars or SUV’s that 
cost as much as one year of your salary won’t help you 
become a millionaire.  Some may argue that an expensive 
home and real estate in general is a good way to become a 
millionaire, but I will touch on that later.

3 Save Money.

This isn’t rocket science but if you earn a reasonable 
income and you live within your means, guess what, 

you will probably have money left over to save.  The prob-
lem most people have is they put savings last, as an after-
thought.  People pay bills, buy things and then whatever is 
leftover they try to save.  That is the wrong way to save.  I’m 
sure you’ve heard it before, but pay yourself first.  Whether 
it is $100 a month or $1,000 a month, think of the savings 
as a bill that needs to be paid and do it regularly.  If you are 
unable to save money you will find that your only wealth is 
in the form of material things.

4 Invest Wisely.

Now that you are saving 
money, you need to invest it 

wisely.  Sticking it under the mat-
tress isn’t going to help you reach 
your goals any faster.  You don’t have 
to read the Wall Street Journal or 
watch CNBC everyday while actively 
managing your portfolio in order to 
be a good investor.  Some of the best 
investment advice is to simply buy 
and hold and to buy low and sell high.

It is also important to remember 
that real estate is part of your invest-
ment picture, but it shouldn’t be all 
of it.  Too many people stake almost 
everything they have into a primary 
residence and expect it to appreci-
ate in value.  Just like any invest-
ment, generally speaking, over time 
you will make money.   There isn’t 

much debate about that, but relying heavily on real estate 
is no different than if you rely on one stock to fund your 
retirement.

5 Stick With Your Plan.

If you have done the previous four items the only 
thing left to do is to continue doing it and stick to the 

plan.  As far as income is concerned, always be on the look-
out for ways to increase your earnings, whether it is through 
climbing the ladder at your current job, finding work else-
where, or maybe even starting a business on the side.  
Increased income will mean you can save even more, pro-
vided you aren’t foolishly spending the additional money.  
As that additional money gets tucked away into savings or 

Total Customer Satisfaction!

MC’s Painting has extensive experience in...
• Interior & Exterior • Carpentry
• Wallpaper Removal • Sheetrock Repairs
• Custom Textures • Stained Trim / Cabinets
• Faux Finishing • Residential & Commercial
• Stains • Pressure Washing

YourNextPainter.com 972-475-9919
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LOSE WEIGHT!! 
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Personalized care in a fun & friendly atmosphere.

Modern facility with cutting-edge treatment and appliances.

Variety of payment options available - including monthly 
payment plans with no interest.

Insurance is accepted and encouraged.
We’ll handle the filing of all claims for you.
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Celebrating One Year Serving Wylie and the Surrounding Areas!

Rodney P. Lewis, 
DDS, MS

Rachel H. Thieberg, 
DDS, MS

Board Certified with 15 years 
combined private practice experience.

600 Cooper Drive, Suite 160 • Wylie
Behind Starbucks on Hwy 78

972-941-9363
www.wylieortho.com

J.H.--actual patient

New Patients Present this Coupon for

FREE
Exam, Consultation and X-ray

($250 Value)

investments it will continue to grow even more quickly.

It Isn’t Hard to Do if You Work at It

Unfortunately, most people are looking for a way to get rich 
quick or to capitalize on the next big thing.  It is true that some 
people have made their wealth through playing the real estate 
market, while others have done so by investing in a few stocks 
that exploded, but this is the exception and not the norm.  If 
the above list seems overly simplistic, that’s good.  There are 
no secrets to becoming a millionaire and almost anyone has 
the chance to make it happen.  The process is simple:

1. Make money

2. Don’t spend all of your money

3. Save some money

4. Invest that money

5. Repeat

Certainly, there are many factors in play that can make this 
easier or more difficult for different people.  This is simply the 
process that you can use in order to reach that goal, whether 
it is in 5 years or 50, if you follow a few basic steps, you can 
do it!  •

This article was supplied by Jal Dennis, an Independent 
Financial Advisor, located at 205 S. Ballard Avenue, Wylie, 
Texas.  Jal can be reached at 972-429-0603. 

*Expires December 31, 2008

City of Wylie Christmas Tree Recycling

Curb Side Pick-up Provided by CWD 
Watch for details in the coming weeks.
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