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From Foot Pain

North    Star
Foot & Ankle Associates, P.A.

Step Away

MEDICARE & MOST INSURANCE PLANS ACCEPTED
3600 North Star Rd., Suite 140, Richardson
By Walgreens at Renner & North Star

972-480-0072
Fax: 972-480-0073

www.northstarfoot.com

• Achilles Tendon
• Ankle Instability
• Ankle Sprains
• Arch Pain
• Arthritis of the 
   Foot & Ankle
• Athlete’s Foot
• Bunions
• Burns
• Charcot Arthropathy
• Corns & Calluses 
• Custom-Made 
   Orthotics

• Diabetic Care
• Flat Feet
• Foot Drop
• Fractures
• Fungal Toenails
• Gait Evaluation
• Ganglion Cysts
• Geriatric Foot Care
• Gout
• Hammertoes
• Heel Pain/Spurs
• Infections

• Ingrown Toenails
• Injuries
• Limb Length
   Discrepencies
• Neuromas
• Neuropathy
• Plantar Fasciitis
• Poor Circulation
• Warts
• Wounds

$40 OFF
Your Initial Visit

Includes Consultation & Complete Examination

UN
IN
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D
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TS

North    Star Foot & Ankle Associates
Richardson • 972-480-0072

With this coupon. No cash value. Not valid with other offers.  
Offer expires 12/31/2010Robert Jeffrey Doyle, DPM

Building Wylie One 
Business At A Time

•  Infrastructure Participation
•  Relocation Grants
•  Tax Abatement
•  Waiver of Development Fees
•  State of Texas Grant Programs
•  Expedited Permitting Process
•  Chapter 380 Agreement
•  Sales Tax Rebate Program
•  Industrial Revenue Bonds

Please contact the WEDC office to discuss 
how we can assist you in your business 
relocation/expansion.

Wylie Economic Development Corporation                    972.442.7901   |   www.wylieedc.com
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Westgate Dental

972-429-4311
520 W. Brown St., Ste. A, Wylie www.mywyliedentist.com

Now Accepting New Patients!   

BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT

Dr. Rivers
Dr. Kristina Rivers is excited to be in Wylie, 
and looks forward to providing excellent, 
personal, and affordable dental care to the 
Wylie community for many years to come.  
“I’ve already met so many amazing people 
here,” says Dr. Rivers. “I feel really blessed 
to provide care to such a phenomenal 
community.  Wylie is a truly special place.”

When she is away from work, Dr. Rivers likes 
to be outdoors or enjoying any form of the 
arts including plays, live music, ballet, and 
visual artistry.

Making Dentistry Affordable
Westgate dental is an ‘in-network’ practice 
with most dental insurance carriers in an 
effort to provide maximum value to patients.  
Dr. Rivers says “At Westgate Dental, we 
pride ourselves in going the “extra mile” to 
ensure you receive the full benefit of your 
dental insurance.  While many dentists often 
refuse to accept the reduced fees associated 
with many insurance plans, we have gone 
to great lengths to build our practice with 
the patient’s interests as our first priority.....
and as such we are “Preferred Providers” 
with virtually every Dental Insurance plan 
in Texas. We will file your insurance on 
your behalf, and work to make sure that you 
receive the full benefit you are entitled to. 
We are also very proud to be approved to 
accept Medicaid in our office. In addition 
to these cost-reducing measures, we are 
committed to providing payment plan 
options and other financing arrangements to 
ensure that cost and affordability never stand 
between you and the dental care you need.”

Westgate Dental is the dental practice of Kristina Rivers DDS and Scott Marshall DDS, 
located at 520 W. Brown St. At Westgate, the entire team is devoted to restoring and 
enhancing the natural beauty of your smile using conservative, state-of-the-art procedures... 
and doing so while being committed to doing everything in our power to minimize the out-
of-pocket cost of dental treatment for our patients.

In Network Provider with 
All Major Insurance Companies
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 For information about advertising in The Connection Magazine
please contact Becky Lindstrom at 

214•228•5844 or blindstrom@wyliechamber.org.
 Story ideas should be submitted to Anne Hiney at

theconnection.anne@mac.com.

The Connection is published bimonthly by the Wylie Chamber of Commerce. The Connection 
is mailed free of charge to over 30,000 households in the Wylie/Sachse/Murphy/Lavon area 
and more than 1,000 copies are distributed to local businesses. Contents of this magazine may 
not be reproduced without written permission from the publisher. Advertisers and advertising 
agencies assume liability for content of all advertisements. Information published in The 
Connection is the opinion of the sourced authors. The Wylie Chamber of Commerce does 
not necessarily share the editorial opinions expressed in The Connection magazine. Personal 
decisions regarding health, finance and other matters should be made after consultation with 
the reader’s professional advisors. The “Profile of Success” cover photograph and feature 
article, as well as the “Business Spotlight”, are paid advertisements.

Occasionally we make a mistake. Let us know if you 
find one so we can correct it. We love your feedback - 
send comments to info@wyliechamber.org. Story ideas 
are always welcome and appreciated. Thanks for 
“Connecting” with us!

Just for fun, find the butterfly! Last issue it was hidden in 
the Sachse Fall Fest logo on page 21.

Wylie Chamber of Commerce  •  108-A West Marble  •  Wylie, TX 75098
Office: 972-442-2804  •  Fax: 972-429-0139

info@wyliechamber.org  •  www.wyliechamber.org

As turkey day approaches, it is fitting that we present the 
November/December issue with a theme of “thanks” and 
“giving” of a different nature. That would be our “thanks” 
and gratitude to the volunteers who are “giving” of their 
time to help those in our community through charitable 
causes and service groups.

Our holiday issue will spotlight the volunteers and volun-
teer groups that make this area unique. From the Christian 
Care Center in Wylie, the local Lions Clubs, Rotarians and 
Exchange Club members, to Reach for a Star, CASA and 
Friends of the Library in Wylie, we hope to honor those that 
lend a hand to residents (and big cats) in need. 

We also spotlight these organizations to give you an ave-
nue to add your sweat equity and time to make a difference 
where you live. Many of these groups give directly back to 
the people who matter most – your friends and neighbors – 
and they are always in need of help.

Our cover girl this issue, Ms. Debra Matern – Attorney at 
Law (and outstanding local volunteer) provides for any legal 
need you may have, while Dr. Kristina Rivers at Westgate 
Dental, our Business Spotlight this issue, will keep you smil-
ing through the Holiday’s. 

This issue truly reflects the heart of the people living in 
the area and we hope you are as touched by the work they 
do and the time they give to the community as we are. We 
hope to include you in the story next year.

To you and yours, have a blessed and rewarding Holiday 
season.

Thank you for reading.

7
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We Gladly
Accept

H AV E  YO U  T R I E D  U S  Y E T ?



(972)429-9090
www.TSO.comBeth Anderson, OD

Glaucoma is a condition that causes 
damage to the optic nerve and results in 
permanent loss of vision. There are many 
types of glaucoma, and many factors 
influence the risk of developing glaucoma 
including age, family history, race, 
intraocular pressure, corneal thickness, 
optic nerve appearance and peripheral 
vision. Glaucoma has no symptoms until 
the disease is well advanced and significant 
vision loss has occurred. Vision loss from 
glaucoma is irreversible and in most cases 

starts in the periphery and slowly encroaches on central vision. 
End stage vision loss from glaucoma is often described as 
tunnel vision. For this reason Wylie Eye Center has the most 
advanced technology to diagnose and treat glaucoma at its 
earliest stage. Although there is no current cure for glaucoma, 
treatment with prescription drops can decrease the pressure in 
the eye and preserve vision. We follow those with glaucoma, or 
at risk for developing glaucoma, closely to assure treatment is 
affective and the condition is not progressing.

Wylie Eye Center, TSO is a full-service eye care center 
located in Historic Downtown Wylie. Call us at 972-429-9090 
to schedule your appointment. Saturday exams are available by 
appointment.

117 N. Ballard Ave.
Downtown Wylie

The Secret Stealer of Sight:
Glaucoma

Get a head start on using your Flex Spending 
before it is lost. Introducing Designer lines Gucci 
and Juicy Couture! Join us for our Gucci and Juicy 
Couture opening day. Stop in to see the entire 
Gucci Collection on Saturday, November 20th, 
2010 from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., and enjoy treats 
from Say it With Sugar. Door prizes drawn every 
30 minutes with a grand prize winner at 1 p.m..  

•	 Comprehensive	Eye	Examination
•	 Treatment	of	Eye	Infections	and	Dry	Eye
•	 Diagnosis	and	Treatment	of	Glaucoma
•	 LASIK	Evaluations	and	Management
•	 Contact	Lens	Fitting	for	All	Ages
•	 Gas	Permeable	Contact	Lens	Specialist

Holiday Extreme Make-Over
Do you know someone whose glasses are old, out of style, falling 
apart, and are in dire need of a glasses make-over?  Perhaps you 
know someone who is going through a rough time and could use 
a blessing?  Wylie Eye Center is giving a special gift this Christmas 
for someone in need of a glasses make-over.  The make-over will 
include a comprehensive eye examination, professional frame 
styling from our entire selection, high end lenses with all the bells 
and whistles, and a hair make-over by Wendy Millsap at 
Simply Nails and Hair.  Applications may be picked up 
at our front desk for the entire month of November and must be 
completed and received in office by November 30th.  Applicants 
should be available Saturday December 4th for their exam and 
to choose their designer frame.  Please help us find someone who 
can use this Christmas blessing.  Nominate yourself or a loved one!
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The Law Office of Deborah L. Matern, P.C. 
is a general law practice. It is my goal to lessen the pain 
which typically accompanies life’s most difficult legal situ-

ations. My primary area of practice is Family Law. The services I 
provide for my clients include: divorce, child support, visitation, 
modification and enforcement of child support and visitation 
orders, as well as estate planning services like wills, powers of 
attorney, advance directives (living wills), and probate. Additional 
areas of service include criminal defense and business services, 
such as the creation of Corporations and LLCs. My commitment 
to anyone seeking my expertise is always to assist you in finding 
the help you need, whether it is with me personally, or within my 
network of trusted and respected colleagues. 

I am a proud member of the State Bar of Texas, the Collin 
County Bar Association, and the College of the State Bar of 
Texas, as well as The International Legal Fraternity of Phi Delta 
Phi. Most importantly, I am an active member of my community, 
my “little” town, the best city in the world, the City of Wylie, 
Texas. I feel a true connection with the citizens of Wylie, as well 
as the close knit surrounding areas. While it is always my hope 
that you will not need me, if the need arises, I hope to be your 
personal resource and your attorney. By the end of my services, 
I also hope to be your friend. 

This issue of “The Connection” is about volunteerism. As 
the incoming Chair of the Wylie Chamber Board of Directors, I 
want to share with you my strong feelings about service, about 
my passionate desire to give back to my community, to our 
community. In fact, my business started, if only as an idea or 
dream, back in the early 90s, as a result of a local volunteer ser-
vice organization’s sign, right here in Wylie. I will start from the 
beginning. Here is how it happened…

I grew up in Murphy, a traditional family, Mom, Dad and one 
younger sister. My father, now a retired CPA, worked for an 

insurance company and also built his own firm during my grade 
school years. Mom worked outside the home for a video pro-
duction company from about 5th grade on. I grew up in a really 
good home, with really good parents (Thank you Mom and Dad 
for raising me right, even though it took me several tries to get 
it right)!

My parents gave me my first glimpse of active community 
involvement and volunteer service. Some of my favorite child-
hood memories are of projects and events that my parents put 
on with the Jaycees. Whether it was a big carnival or the spooky 
haunted house or something as simple as stuffing envelopes 
for the League of Women Voters, I saw my parents having fun 
and meeting really good people. What I was too young to see at 
the time, however, was that they were giving back to our com-
munity. They showed me how to be of service. Decades later, 
they both still actively serve their community. My Mom has 
served on the Lucas Parks and Open Space Board, the Board 
of the Trinity Trail, and is currently on the board of Grace Lake 
Ministries. My Dad is the treasurer for the Southwest Area of 
Turners.  

 My undergraduate decree is from Texas A&M University - 
WHOOP! I graduated with a bachelor of science in political sci-
ence, I call it my BS in BS. I bought a house and moved to Wylie. 
Back in the early 90s Wylie was a little town and I remember 
the population sign on the edge of town reading about 8500 
people. Wylie was truly a bedroom community for me; I did not 
even know my neighbors. I still live in that same home today in 
the unincorporated part of Wylie, but now I know my neighbors, 
thanks to service. 

In the 90s I worked in the insurance industry, like my Dad. 
Working in the Dallas area meant quite a drive to and from 
work. Over the next decade, I drove to and from jobs which 
took anywhere from 45 – 75 minutes each way. Each day as I 

“[W]e have gifts differing according to the undeserved kindness given to us…” Romans 12:6 
“[I]n proportion as each one has received a gift, use it…” 1 Peter 4:10
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The Law Office of

Deborah L. Matern, PC
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drove out of town, in the dark, I passed the “Meals-on-Wheels” truck, and each 
day I would think, “some day maybe I can volunteer; but certainly not while I’m 
working out of town.” 

As I approached my tenth year living in Wylie, and as I dropped my son off at 
daycare at 6:30 a.m. and picked him up again at 6:30 p.m., I realized something 
had to change. If I continued on the same path, daycare would be raising my son, 
and I wanted something different. It was then that I made the decision to go to 
law school and start a practice in my “little” town. 

The process took me to Fort Worth for three years. I rented my house, saying, 
“I’ll be back soon; Wylie is my home.” Upon my return, I found the same “Meals-
on-Wheels” truck, reminding me of my goal. I have been happily practicing law 
here in my “little” town since passing the bar in 2003. 

During law school, I served on the Texas Wesleyan Law Review, and later the 
Law Review Board of Directors. Being a single mom, I thought, “what do I have 
to offer,” and “how can I do this time-consuming, difficult job, attend and excel in 
law school, and most importantly, be a good mom.” The answer, well it all just fell 
into place. Busy people get things done. My son benefited from seeing me study 
hard, learn, and still be of service. He became the unofficial law review mascot; 
we made it fun and met really good people.

During my adult life, I have had the privilege to serve in various service organi-
zations, early on, and currently, as a mentor to troubled women and girls. Seeing 
the light come on in the eyes of a lost soul is an amazing and awesome reward. I 
also serve on the regional service office board for that organization; helping guide 
and direct that organizations worthwhile goals. I know it is only through my will-
ingness, not my power, that those women are served. 

Since opening my practice, I have been a member of the Wylie Lions Club. 
The motto for Lions Club International is “We Serve.” What an appropriate 
motto given this issue’s topic. As an aside, the Wylie Lions Club is currently sell-
ing Turkeys and Hams for the upcoming Thanksgiving holiday. Contact me, or any 
other Wylie Lions Club member, to order. They are incredibly tasty. 

My active participation as a volunteer for the Wylie Chamber of Commerce 
began late 2008 when I was honored with an inquiry into my interest in serving 
on the Wylie Chamber Board of Directors. Prior to this inquiry, I had attended 
many Chamber events, but had not volunteered actively. My initial thoughts 
were, again, “what do I have to offer?” “How will I fit this into my already packed 
schedule?” Again, it all fell into place, and what a valuable place it is. 

What I have learned is that we all have our own gifts, talents, strengths, and 
experiences that are invaluable to any organization; especially to those we are 
passionate about. I am passionate about Wylie, and I am passionate about serv-
ing people, my family, my clients, and my friends. 

Service gives me the privilege of being an active participant in my community. 
I get to help cook and package turkeys for the Lions Club. I get to help with the 
concessions and vendors at the rodeo. I get to chair meetings and thank people 
for their contribution; all the while, providing an example to my two adorable 
nieces, and most importantly, my own son. 

In return for sharing my gifts, talents, strengths, and experiences, I get so much 
in return. More than I could have ever imagined. I have found that I get to have 
fun, meet really good people, and learn from their gifts, talents, strengths, and 
experiences. One thing that I know for sure is that I don’t know everything, but 
the more people I know, the more likely it is that I will have the resources to lean 
on and learn from when I am in need. I don’t know why it continues to surprise 
me every time that I give, I always get back exponentially.

I am happy to say that I enjoy all the activities sponsored by the Wylie Chamber 
of Commerce, the Lions Club, and a host of many other great service organiza-
tions right here in my “little” town. Thank you for allowing me to serve you.  •

972-442-5700
www.WylieAttorney.com

Deborah with Chico

Deborah is a Wylie Lions Club Member

John Lewis presenting a Leadership Wylie graduation 
plaque to Deborah.



10  • The Connection • November/December 2010



  www.wyliechamber.org •  11

COLORING CONTEST

C
O

N
T

E
S

T
 R

U
L

E
S

:  
O

p
e

n
 t

o
 c

h
il

d
re

n
 a

ge
 3

-8
. E

n
tr

ie
s 

w
il

l 
b

e
 d

iv
id

e
d

 i
n

to
 a

ge
 g

ro
u

p
s:

 3
-4

, 
5

-6
, 

7
-8

. O
n

e
 e

n
tr

y
 p

e
r 

ch
il

d
. 

B
ri

n
g 

y
o

u
r 

ch
il

d
’s

 e
n

tr
y
 t

o
 t

h
e

 L
io

n
s 

co
n

ce
ss

io
n

 b
o

o
th

 d
u

ri
n

g 
th

e
 W

y
li

e
 A

rt
 F

e
st

iv
al

 D
e

c.
 4

, 
2

0
1

0
 b

y
 1

2
 p

.m
. (

N
o

o
n

).
  

P
a
re

n
ts

 w
il

l 
b

e
 n

o
ti

fi
e

d
 i

f 
y
o

u
r 

ch
il

d
’s

 e
n

tr
y
 i

s 
a 

w
in

n
e

r.
 W

in
n

e
rs

 w
il

l 
re

ce
iv

e
 $

2
0

 g
if

t 
ce

rt
ifi

ca
te

 t
o

 W
al

M
a
rt

.  
 

O
n

e
 w

in
n

e
r 

p
e

r 
a
ge

 g
ro

u
p

 w
il

l 
b

e
 c

h
o

se
n

.  

C
H

IL
D

’S
 N

A
M

E
: _

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

_ 
A

G
E

: _
__

__
__

P
A

R
E

N
T

’S
 N

A
M

E
: _

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

P
H

O
N

E
 #

: _
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
_



12  • The Connection • November/December 2010

Breakfast Served All Day
Open 7 Days a Week

Mon. thru Sat. - 6 a.m. to 8:30 p.m.
Sunday - 7 a.m. to 2 p.m.

972-442-0453
112 N. Ballard Ave. in Downtown Wylie
www.ballardstreetcafe.com

Monday-Friday Lunch Special - $5.99
(Includes Entree with 2 Vegetables)

Mon. - Chicken Fried Steak    Tues. - Grilled Chicken Breast
Wed. - Pork Roast    Thurs. - Chicken & Dressing

Fri. - Meat Loaf

Happy Holidays
“Thanks to all 

our customers 

for choosing us 

as one of your 

favorite dining 

experiences!”

Shop W
ylie’s D

ow
ntow

n M
erchants

Texas’ Only All-Horror Book Store

972-442-9393
www.eeriebooks.com

205 N. Ballard - Wylie, TX

Open
2pm to 6pm 

Tuesday - Saturday

We feature horror books 
for the casual reader and 
for the serious collector. 
We also carry horror 
movies, horror board 
games and RPGs, horror 
t-shirts, and horror 
artwork.

Wedding Cakes 
Birthday Cakes 

Special Occasion Cakes 
Shaped Cakes 
Petits Fours

Cupcakes, Brownies 
Cookies, Truffles 

Chocolate Dipped
Strawberries

www.sayitwithsugar.com

106 N. Ballard Ave., Wylie      972-442-3613

SUN LOUNGE
TANNING STUDIO

972-941-8181
www.sunloungewylie.com
120 N. Ballard Ave. • Wylie

3 Levels of Tanning Beds
Open 7 Days a Week

UV Free Mystic Tan
No Contracts

302 N. Ballard Ave. @ Jefferson
Historic Downtown Wylie, TX

972-442-9797
tasteofhomewylie.com

 A Quaint Country Eatery
Taste of Home

      
Breakfast  •  Lunch  •  Dinner

Lunch Delivery Available
Tue-Thur: 7 am - 8:30 pm    Fri&Sat: 7 am - 9 pm  

Sun: 7 am - 2:30 pm    Closed Monday

121 N. Ballard Ave., Downtown Wylie
Contact Charlotte at  214•282•9058   

A breakthrough genetic 
approach to anti-aging

Keep your age a secret!

www.emeraldlotus.com

&

CARROLL
JEWELRY

Established in 1985

All Work Done 
on Premises

972-429-8576    Mike Carroll - Owner
113 N. Ballard in Historic Downtown Wylie

• 14K Jewelry 
• Watches
• Diamonds 
• Repairs
• Colored Stones 
• Remounts 
• Sterling Silver
• Custom Jewelry Design
• Jewelry Appraisals
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• Personal Training
• Boot Camp 3-5 Days a Week
• Buddy Training
• Nutrition

SOLID CORE FITNESS

TRAINING BY THOR

SOLID CORE FITNESS
Personal Training Studio

114 N. Ballard Ave. • Downtown Wylie
972-841-5337 FREE

Training Session
$40 Value Expires

12/31/2010

SOLID CORE FITNESS

TRAINING BY THOR

SolidCoreFit.com

469-226-3020
101 West Oak St.
www.anotherworlddayspa.com

~ Facials  ~ Massage 
~ Body Treatments 

~ Waxing

10% off 

ALL GIFT CARDS
101 West Oak St.
469-226-3020

Expires 12/31/10

The Gift of Confidence & Relaxation
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Store Hours: 
Mon, Tue, Wed, Sat: 10-6 

Thu & Fri: 12-8; Sun: 11-3

Rick’s Home Store

Micro-Fiber
Recliner
$499
Reg $699

10% off all 
gift items

Rustic Furniture & Accessories
Gift Items • Waterbeds • Futons

102 A N. Ballard Ave.           972-575-8855

LLC

214.893.0486
wylieartgallery@yahoo.com

201 N. Ballard Ave., Ste. 100, Wylie

www.WylieArtGallery.com

Tues - Sat 11:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Art Classes Now Available!
Check our website for scheduling 

BALLARD STREET
School of the Performing Arts

Many Thanks to Our Students 
& Clients this Holiday Season! 
Registration for Spring Semester 
2011 begins December 1, 2010

(972)429-0047
130 N. Ballard Ave.
www.ballardmusic.com

WWW.DISCOVERWYLIE.COM

• SHOP 
• DINE 
• PLAY Ethan Vicknair gets in the Holiday spirit as 

Frosty the Snowman during the Wylie 
Downtown Merchants’ “Boo on Ballard”

Halloween Trick or Treating event.
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Citizenship is a value we have deemed important 
enough that we shuffle our already overloaded cur-
riculum around to make an effort to teach it in our 

schools. It’s a tough value to define. Merriam-Webster.com 
describes Citizenship as the “quality of an individual’s response 
to a membership in a community.” Try that definition on your 
kids! Like all values, the behavior is better demonstrated than 
explained. The staff of “The Connection” magazine wanted 
to celebrate local citizens who have assumed responsibility 
toward, or perhaps ownership for, their community through 
their actions…their behavior. 

Warner and Gerri Washington, Marilyn Fouts, and Jon 
Lashbrook are actively contributing to their community. Each 
resident has different motivates for getting involved but in all 
cases, a sense of community stewardship was role modeled 
in their childhood. Their individual efforts and willingness to 
engage have left an impact on their respective communities.

After 52 years of marriage, Gerri and Warner Washington still 
like each other! It is more common to see the two together than 
it is to see them apart. Gerri jokes that by participating as a vol-
unteer with Warner she is more likely to be taken for a lunch 
date after a committee or club meeting. While lunch on the 
town is certainly a treat, there is no doubt that the pair gives 
much and gets much through their volunteer efforts. 

The couple moved to Wylie 16 years ago to be closer to their 
grown children. Warner, who is retired, engaged in community 

efforts immediately to “serve people and worthy endeavors”. He 
served as a permanent deacon at Saint Anthony Catholic Church 
for 10 years before serving at Our Lady of the Lake Catholic 
Church for the past six years, and Warner’s service reaches 
farther into the community. He has participated on the City of 
Wylie Bond Committee, WISD School Bond Committee, and 
Wylie City Ambulance Board. He is an advocate for the Plano 
Symphony Orchestra and sings the praises of the award win-
ning Barbershop Harmony Society Chorus, the Vocal Majority. 
Both he and Gerri are Ambassadors for the Wylie Chamber of 
Commerce, attending ribbon cuttings and greeting newcomers 
to the area. 

Gerri’s start in volunteerism began when she moved to the 
area and discovered she wanted to meet new people. Her early 
involvement with Saint Anthony Catholic Church and the Wylie 
Woman’s League satisfied her desire to get to know people 
and she discovered she wanted to be “more deeply involved.” 
Warner and Gerri’s membership in the Wylie Lions Club allowed 
them to work closely with Hurricane Katrina evacuees as the 
club distributed eyeglasses to so many who migrated to the 
area. Gerri enjoyed making a difference for people whose lives 
had been devastated and who had lost so much. “It is a good 
feeling working with people and making a difference for a 
worthy cause,” she says. With this in mind she has spent time 
encouraging residents of a local nursing home, volunteered 
as a Friend of the Library and now sits on the board. She par-
ticipates as a “lecture” at her church and she and Warner host 

by Lori C. Villarreal

Citizenship in a Community 
photo by  Lori Villarreal
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small groups of church-goers for discipleship and fellowship in 
their home. 

It is clear that Warner and Gerri’s participation as advocates 
and supporters to their community is motivated by a spiritual 
commitment to serve others. They find personal fulfillment in 
their connection to their community. And if that isn’t reason 
enough for them to volunteer, Gerri claims volunteering is “bet-
ter than watching T.V.!”

Marilyn Fouts, a Sacshe resident, is another woman who 
seems to prefer giving of her time and talent rather than 
watching T.V. I caught up with her for an interview between a 
Sachse First Methodist Church event planning meeting, a city 
counsel meeting, and a brief Relay for Life cancer awareness 
meeting she managed to participate in on the side. This busy 
woman seems to have given her entire schedule to serve her 
community. 

A Sachse resident since 1975, her husband and she moved 
to the area for her horses. Her volunteer efforts are close 
to her heart as she has participated on an Advisory Board for 
the Sachse Animal Shelter. Starting long before a shelter was 
in place, Marilyn encouraged fostering and adoption of ani-
mals. She states that she “tries to bring the city’s residents 
together by making people aware of the needs in the commu-
nity.” Marilyn is a seven year survivor of cancer and works to 
bring awareness to her community. About the time she was 
diagnosed, a group of neighborhood friends were too and they 

found support in each other by being active together. Today, 
Marilyn works with Relay for Life representing Sachse in the 
fight against cancer. 

When asked what she gets out of volunteering she claims she 
finds “satisfaction out of helping in various areas and it is nice to 
be a part of taking things a step further”. Once a member of the 
annual Sachse Fall Festival committee, Marilyn is proud to say 
the event became important and large enough to the commu-
nity that the Sachse Chamber of Commerce now manages the 
event. She was active in recycling and encouraging other resi-
dents to participate before the City was in a position to provide 
bins to each resident. Marilyn claims, “When you let people 
know what the need is, they will respond. Residents want to do 
more than just live and work here, they want to belong.” 

Jon Lashbrook belongs in the city of Murphy. He was reared 
by parents who believed in “paying it forward.” Taught to do 
good when and where you can, Jon began doing just that when 
he moved his State Farm agency to Murphy in 1998. As one of 
the few business owners in the community at the time, Jon was 
an eager supporter and worked to get the Murphy Chamber of 
Commerce off the ground. Officially joining the Chamber board 
a few months after the Chamber’s 2003 launch, Jon has been an 
active member and advocate since. 

As Chairman of the Chamber’s Scholarship Foundation he is 
proud to continue to grow the fund through fundraising auc-

~ continued next page

Citizenship in a Community 
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tions, golf tournaments, and various other community events, – 
like Murphy Maize Days. Since 2005, the Foundation has gifted 
$20,000 in scholarships to graduating high school seniors. This 
year the Foundation awarded four students $1,000 scholarships 
and added two $500 grants for outstanding teachers. With Jon’s 
leadership and the efforts of his committee, this group of vol-
unteers impacts the quality of not only individual lives but the 
greater good of the community as a whole. 

When asked what he gains from his volunteer efforts Jon 
is quick to respond, “Good friends and positive relationships. 
Good stuff happens when you conduct yourself in a positive 
away.” This is clearly the case as he has been recognized as the 
Murphy Chamber’s Business of the Year in 2004 and a Business 
that Continues to Impact in 2009. 

Jon has been with State Farm for 36 years. He is a life-long 
runner, having just logged his 32,000th mile! He is an avid 
antique collector and spends his weekends at garage and 
estate sales. He resides in St. Paul and has made Murphy his 
community. 

Each citizen celebrated for their efforts got involved for differ-
ent reasons. Warner Washington believes he should live scrip-
ture and serve others. Gerri Washington wants to belong to her 
community by knowing her neighbors. Marilyn Fouts wants to 
encourage a sense of ownership in her neighboring residents. 
Jon Lashbrook simply believes you do right to and for others. In 
each case their actions…behavior…led to outcomes that have 
benefited the greater good. Some of their involvement may 
have been as simple as showing up to a meeting while other 
efforts took a great deal of their time and talent. 

To be a citizen implies entitled rights or privileges to a mem-
ber of a group. Citizenship, well, as you can see by the exam-
ples spotlighted, that takes effort…initiative. By being a part of a 
community, we garner certain privileges in services and protec-
tion from our governments. As member of our community we 
have the opportunity to impact the experience we each have 
within our neighborhoods by demonstrating an ownership or 
responsibility to one another as neighbors and fellow residents. 
That requires action. 

Taking action to make a difference in other people’s lives 
changes the experience of a community. Sometimes this effort 
has direct impact like replacement eye glasses for a hurricane 
victim or helping to fund a young person’s higher education. 
Other times the change is indirect like educating a group about 
cancer detection. In all cases, a citizen had to assume responsi-
bility toward the community’s wellbeing as a whole. 

So, if a value is better demonstrated than explained, Warner 
and Gerri Washington, Marilyn Fouts, and Jon Lashbrook cer-
tainly deserve this celebration in the spotlight. They have prac-
ticed a value that we as a society consider necessary. They 
are role models for our children who will one day steward 
this world and perhaps for those of us that do so now. So, if 
as Merriam-Webster suggests Citizenship is a “quality” of our 
response to our community. I ask myself what have I done to 
contribute to the quality for myself and my neighbor? 

Thank you Warner and Gerri Washington, Marilyn Fouts, and 
Jon Lashbrook. Thank you to those of you who give your time 
and talent for the betterment of your community. May you be 
blessed in return and never be bored by T.V.! • 

Now Accepting New Patients
501 Woodbridge Parkway, Wylie, TX 75098

972-442-2300
www.pawylie.com

Not pictured: Lynne Beach, M.D.

A Few of the Services 
We Offer:
  • Same day sick visits  
  • 24 hour medical advice
  • Free prenatal visits  
  • Routine Well Child Care
  • School, daycare and 
     camp physicals
  • Newborn care  
  • Immunizations
  • ADHD screening and 
     treatment
  • Asthma management
  • Hearing and vision 
     screening

Hospital Affiliation:
  Children’s Medical Center - Dallas
  Children’s Medical Center - Legacy

Insurance:
We accept most insurance plans. 
For further assistance, speak with our 
office staff, visit our website (www.
pawylie.com) or check with your 
insurance provider.
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SACHSE FAMILY EYE CLINIC, PLLC
The biggest difference is we care,

You’ll SEE

Treatment/Management of All Eye Conditions and Disorders

(972)675-9626
sachseeyes.com

5001 Ben Davis Rd.
Sachse, TX 75048
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The first eye clinic in Sachse, proudly serving Sachse and the surrounding communities since 2001.

One Hour Eyeglass Service
Free Adjustments and Cleanings
Spanish/Vietnamese Speaking Staff

We are happy to explain your 
Vision or Medical Insurance.

50% 
Off Lenses with Frame Purchase

Visit Sachse Family Eye Clinic or sachseeyes.com
where YOU are treated like FAMILY.

(Expires December 31st, 2010)
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Every army has its general; every organization its CEO; and 
every nation has a President. Jerri Smith is the President  of 
the Library Nation, or as it is better known, the Friends of 

the Smith Public Library.  

Armed with grace, energy and enthusiasm, Jerri Smith has 
been President since 2005. She is always quick to point out the 
large legacy of friends and Library Staff who have made our 
library special. The Smith Public Library and the Friends of the 
Library are a team united in the belief that Wylie’s public library 
not only benefits our community but unites it.

Several decades of hard work and dedication from many 
Wylie citizens, grew the library from a rented property in the 
1950s; to a 7,000 building donated by Rita & Truett Smith in 
the mid-1980s;  to the new 43,900 square foot facility opening 
early next year.  Members first organized in 1986 and have been 
going strong ever since!  

The Friend’s raise money to benefit our Library, and all funds 
raised goes to the Smith Public Library. The number and vari-
ety of those fundraisers is vast!  Currently underway is a dona-
tion campaign for naming rights to the new meeting rooms; a 
Book Fair at Barnes & Noble November 6th and 7th; bake sales; 
Breakfast with Santa,   “change jars” at local 7-11 stores and the 
annual Friends fundraiser at the home of Mrs. Rita Smith. 

It was during Library renovations in 2005, that discus-
sions leading to the construction of the new facility began 
between Jerri Smith, former Mayor John Mondy, and former 
Library Director, Mignon Morse. Alvie Bugbee and Sharon 
Petchkurow were also involved. Mrs. Smith recalls early discus-
sions  as “planting a seed that God watered”. Mayor Pro Tem, 
Red Byboth, who frequently works with the Friend’s states 
that,  “From my perspective as a City Councilman, “the Library 
Nation”, as I affectionately refer to them, is the strongest and 
most effective lobby in the city of Wylie. All during deliberations 
on the new municipal complex, they had strong representation 
at every meeting, ensuring they got what was needed for the 
new library. They clearly are a treasure and an asset for the citi-
zens of Wylie!” 

Mrs. Smith works closely with Library Director, Rachel Orozco 
to determine the Library’s needs and establish the Friends 
goals. Mrs. Orozco says that the Friends & Library staff “are 
much more like family than Board & Staff”.  

Jerri Smith never hesitates to praise those who contribute 
mightily to the Friend’s cause. She credits library namesake, Rita 
Smith, with her ever present support. Jerri Smith says of Rita, 
“She is such a lady! And, no matter what is asked of her, she 
always says yes!” 

Jerri Smith is especially grateful to many current and former 
leaders who have been a tremendous help, from former Mayor 
John Mondy, to current Mayor Eric Hogue.  City Manager Mindy 
Manson, the Wylie City Council, Retha Tibbles, Mary Davis, Don 
& Gerry Whitt, Raymond Cooper, Home Depot and the Wylie Art 
Gallery  have been extremely helpful and generous as well.   

Mrs. Smith and the Friends also wish to remember a longtime 
friend and staff member, who passed away earlier this year.  
Calling Francis Anderhub a “true ambassador and a cherished, 
invaluable friend at the Library for over 10 years”, the Library 
Staff and Friends are working to honor her with a $500 leaf on 
the Library’s Book Tree. 

Special contributors include Sam Satterwhite and the Wylie 
Economic Development Corporation, who are supporting the 
library by funding online business resources.  Mike Agnew and 
the Wylie Chamber of Commerce is assisting with the promo-
tion of the computer lab in the new library.

With the new building construction nearing an end, what is 
remaining?  Mrs. Smith says the Friends will begin to organize 
volunteers for the big move from the old facility to the new in 
January 2011. And then the push will be on for the Friends to 
fulfill their new goal:  Add over 11,000 new items to the shelves.  
And, with more love, hard work and collaboration, they will!

Do you want to be a part of the Friends of the Smith Public 
Library? Go to:  www.wylietexas.gov/library.  Be a part of some-
thing big; the Library Nation!  •

The Library Nation
by Brenda Byboth ph
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Named One of “America’s Top Physicians*”
for 2009 and 2010 

* Consumer’s Research Council of America 2010

158 W FM 544, Suite 132 - Murphy, TX

BYOB

Sun - Thur: 
11 a.m. - 10 p.m.

Fri & Sat: 
11 a.m. - 1 1 p.m.

972-423-8100

(up to 3 
stuffings)

LUNCH SPECIALS

• Lunch Pizza (up to 3 toppings)

• Any Sandwich With Chips
• Any Pasta with Cheese Bread
• Lunch Calzone or Stromboli 
• Soup, Salad & Bread
• LUNCH 1 Topping Pizza • • • • • • • $3.99

Mon-Fri
11 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Includes a Salad

Add a
Drink for

99¢

Try our Manager’s Specials 
All Day, Every Day!

2 FOR 1
Buy any size pizza at

regular menu price get 
the second pizza FREE

 (Fewer toppings or lesser value
pick-up or dine-in only)

Expires 2/28/11
Not valid with manager’s special.

Not valid with any other coupon or special.

Expires 2/28/11
Not valid with manager’s special.

Not valid with any other coupon or special.

Voted Best Pizza ~ 3rd Year Running!

Visit Our New Location in Rockwall!
3084 N Goliad     972-722-4866

New Tom Thumb Shopping Center at Hwy 205 & FM 552

WE DELIVER!

• Pizza • Pasta 
• Calzone • Stromboli 

• Buffalo Wings 
• Sandwiches 

• Salads • Soups

FREE LUNCH
Buy Any Lunch Special 

Mon-Fri 11-3
Get one Lunch Special FREE

(Not valid on delivery)

HOLIDAY DEALS
Total Bill

(Tax & Gratuity Excluded)

Valid thru 2/28/11
Not valid with manager’s special.

Not valid with any other coupon or special.

www.mogiospiz za.com

Low Carb & Whole Wheat Pizzas
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CALENDAR

Dec. 2nd - Murphy’s Christmas in the Park from 5:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. (Fireworks at 
8:15 p.m.) at Murphy Municipal Complex, 206 N. Murphy Rd. There will be local choirs, 
refreshments and a very special “jolly” guest! Call 972-468-4000 for details. Please bring 
a new unwrapped toy for our Toy Drive for Collin County Children’s Advocacy Center.

Dec. 2nd - Santa will join us at the Sachse Library for a special story time as he reads 
Christmas stories to the children and hands out special gifts from the library at 6:30 p.m. 
The Sachse High School Madrigal Singers will perform special holiday-themed music for 
us at 7:30 p.m. 

Dec. 3rd & 4th - Coventry 5th Annual Christmas Open House. Coventry is a day 
program that provides life enrichment opportunities for adults with special needs. Dec. 3: 
5 - 9 p.m, Dec. 4: 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. 2006 Parker Road, St. Paul, Texas 75098 (just 2 miles 
north of downtown Wylie) www.CoventryReserve.org.

Dec. 3rd - Sachse Daddy/Daughter Dance - OK girls, put on your dancin’ shoes and 
get ready for a night of fun, games and activities, music, dance, and snacks. A picture will 
be taken and given to each couple to remember this occasion. 7-9 p.m. at the Sachse 
Senior Activity Center, 3815A Sachse Rd. $15/couple.

Dec. 4th - Wylie Women’s League presents Pancakes with Santa! 8 - 10 a.m. at Wylie 
Fire Station #3, 210 North W.A. Allen. All you can Eat Pancakes! Tickets: 5 years old 
and under Free, 6-11 years old $3, 12 years and older $5. Purchase Tickets at the Wylie 
Flower Shop or the Wylie Fire Station #3 or Call for Reservations @ 972-442-0156 Don’t 
forget to bring your camera for pictures with Santa & Mrs. Claus!

Dec. 4th - Wylie Arts Festival. 10 a.m. – 8 p.m., in Wylie’s Olde City Park Downtown, 
Hwy. 78 & Ballard Ave. Shop for fine art and handmade crafts, listen to the sounds of 
the season, and enjoy festive foods. The fun continues at 5:30 p.m. with the Festival of 
Lights Christmas Parade sponsored by First Baptist Wylie and the Downtown Merchants 
Association. Top off the evening with the annual Tree Lighting Ceremony at 7 p.m. fea-
turing Mayor Eric Hogue’s reading of The Night Before Christmas and music by the 
First Baptist Wylie choir. Come enjoy the sights and sounds of the holidays. There is 
something for everyone. More Than 60 Handmade Arts and Crafts Booths, Children’s 
Storytelling, Festive Foods, Children’s Area with a Large Assortment of Inflatables, 
Entertainment. 

Dec. 5th - Holiday Tea for the American Cancer Society Relay for Life 2011 Survivors 
at the Grand Heritage Clubhouse, 200 Grand Heritage Blvd., Lavon, Texas 75166 from 
2 – 5 p.m. Contact Rita Barnhart at 972- 978-4538 for more info. and to RSVP.

Dec. 6th or 9th - Reach for a Star Golf Tournament. Tuesday, Dec. 6th, 12 p.m. 
Shotgun Start OR Thursday, Dec. 9th, 9 a.m. Shotgun Start. (Registration 1 hour prior 
to start). 4 Person Scramble at Woodbridge Golf Club, $20 Player Fee Plus a New, 
Unwrapped Toy (w/value $10 min.) OR $10 Donation. 

Dec. 7th - Sachse Chamber of Commerce invites you to the 12th Annual Christmas 
Tree Lighting ceremony and Christmas carols from 5:30 - 7 p.m. The tree lighting will take 
place next to the red caboose at 5941 Highway 78. Immediately following the tree lighting, 
please join us for light refreshments at the Chamber office.

Dec. 11th - Calling all school bands, choirs, dance groups, scout troops, and orga-
nizations in Sachse who want to march in Sachse’s annual Christmas Parade. Meet at 
Hudson Middle School for the line-up at 9 a.m. The parade starts at 9:30 a.m, proceeds 
up Miles Road to Sachse Road, ending at the new municipal complex, where boys and 
girls ages 10 and under can visit with Santa at the annual Cookies with Santa from 10 
a.m. until 12 noon. Please bring a canned good and/or non-perishable food item for dona-
tion to the Fraternal Order of Police holiday food drive. Everyone will receive a raffle ticket 
that will be entered into prize drawings held throughout the Cookies with Santa event. For 
more info. or to register for the parade, please call 469-429-4771 or 469-429-0275.

Dec. 17th, 18th & 19th - Heard Museum Holiday Trail of Lights – 6:30 to 9 
p.m. See thousands of twinkling holiday lights along a nature trail and enjoy festive activi-
ties. 1 Nature Place, McKinney, Texas 75069, 972-562-5566, www.heardmuseum.org.

Dec. 19th - Plano Symphony Orchestra presents “Family Traditions.” Hector 
Guzman and the Plano Symphony are joined by the Plano Civic Chorus, directed by 
Ralph Stannard, and Teresa Gomez, soprano. 4 p.m. & 7:30 p.m. at St. Andrew United 
Methodist Church - 5801 W. Plano Pkwy., Plano, TX 75093. To order tickets, call the PSO 
Ticket Office at 972-473-7262 or visit www.planosymphony.org. 

NOVEMBER EVENTS
November is Christian Care Month and that means Wylie ISD 
staff and students will hold their annual food drive to replenish 
the depleted shelves at the center. The community is encouraged 
to join in the fun. Simply drop off items from the following list 
at any school between November 1 and November 16. Students 
will gather them and deliver them to the center. Canned meat 
(tuna, chicken, ham, etc.,) canned fruits and vegetables, tomato 
products, dry pastas, cereals, noodles, rice, peanut butter, 
jelly, boxed dinners, cake mixes, Jell-O/pudding mixes, juices, 
powdered/canned milk, bread/biscuit mixes and toiletry items.

Nov. 12 - Dodd Elementary Fall Carnival! This is an event the whole family will love;. 
6-9 p.m., $7 entry fee for kids ($5 with 2 canned good items) parents and children 0-2 
years of age are FREE! Activities include games, food, a petting zoo, pie throwing booth, 
bounce houses, cake walk, face painting AND silent auction. (Silent Auction ends at 8:45 
p.m.) Please don’t forget we’re having a canned food, phone book, and cell phone drive 
this night, so empty out those drawers/pantries and bring it with you to the carnival! 

Nov. 13th - Craft lovers will enjoy the Wylie Women’s League Fall Festival. This 
explosion of creativity is a real inspiration and celebration of local talent in Olde City Park 
at Ballard and Highway 78. Details can be found at www.wyliewl.org.

Nov. 16th Deadline - Place your order for the Wylie Lions Club 8th Annual 
Thanksgiving Turkey and Ham Fundraiser! Delicious smoked or fried turkey - $40, 
smoked ham $45. Contact Natalie at 972-442-1169 or natalie@allpestsolutions.com for 
details and to place your order. Pick up dates: Nov. 22nd & 23rd.

Nov. 16th - The 2010-11 Collin College Distinguished Speaker Series will 
host Daniel Seddequi at 7 p.m. at the Living Legends Conference Center (formerly 
Spring Creek) at the Spring Creek Campus. The lecture is free and open to the public. 
Seddequi has made a splash by traveling all 50 states working 50 different jobs in 50 
weeks. The event is free and open to the public. Visit www.collin.edu/academics/csce/
DistinguishedSpeakerSeries.html.

Nov. 19th - Heard Museum Star Party - Astronomy Night with Dr. David Baker. Fun 
astronomy based activities, geared toward families with kids. Dr. David Baker will present 
his new book The 50 Most Extreme Places In Our Solar System. Telescopes will be set 
up in the meadow behind the outdoor amphitheater for families to stargaze. To register 
e-mail smann@heardmuseum.org. 1 Nature Place, McKinney, Texas 75069, 972-562-
5566, www.heardmuseum.org.

Nov. 20th - The Plano Symphony Orchestra presents Tango! Featuring special 
guests quartet San Francisco and Sandor & Parissa, dancers, at the Eisemann Center for 
Performing Arts - 2351 Performance Drive, Richardson, TX 75082. To order tickets, call 
the PSO Ticket Office at 972-473-7262 or go to www.planosymphony.org. 

Nov. 24th - Wylie Christian Care Center 23rd Annual Thanksgiving Bake Sale at 
local banks. For more info. call Amy Napp at 214-863-5844 or Betty Lutz at 972-429-5521.

Nov. 25th - 7th Annual Sachse High School Turkey Trot. 8 a.m. on Thanksgiving 
Day at Sachse High School. There will be a one-mile and three-mile walk/fun run, a live 
DJ, and trophies for the top finishers in each category. Sponsorships for the event are 
available. Entry forms are available at www.garlandisdschools.net, in the school’s office, 
or by emailing Sally Emert at sallyemert@aol.com. All proceeds benefit the Sachse High 
School Class of 2011 senior activities.   

DECEMBER EVENTS
Dec. 2nd, 3rd & 5th - The Vocal Majority Chorus presents Christmas Around 
the World at the Charles W. Eisemann Center for the Performing Arts, 2351 Performance 
Drive, Richardson, TX 75082.  Order Tickets at 972-744-4650. Thur. Dec. 2nd at 8 p.m.; 
Fri, Dec, 3rd at 8 p.m.; Sun. Dec. 5th at 2 p.m. and 8 p.m.

Don’t miss your community celebration 
of the Christmas Season! Murphy’s 
Christmas in the Park is Dec. 2nd, Wylie’s 
Christmas Parade of Lights and Tree 
Lighting are on Dec. 4th, and Sachse’s 
Christmas Tree Lighting is on Dec. 7th 
and the Christmas Parade is Dec. 11th.  
Happy Holidays!
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WYLIE’S RITA AND TRUETT  
SMITH PUBLIC LIBRARY EVENTS
Located at 800 Thomas Street, Wylie 972-442-7566

Library Memory Book Project - Celebrating 25 years on 
Thomas Street: Nov. 1st - Dec. 23rd
As the library prepares to move to its new location, we’d love for our patrons to share 
their memories of the library. Visit the library to pick up scrapbook paper and embellish-
ments to create your own page for our memory book. All pages should be turned in by 
December 30. Old pro at scrapbooking? Stop by to pick up guidelines for our book. Need 
help making a page? No problem! Sessions will be held to offer assistance. Watch the 
library newsletter and website for more details. The memory book will be displayed at the 
new library.

Thru Nov. 30th - The Smith Public Library is collecting much needed items for 
our furry friends at the City of Wylie Animal Shelter. Visit the library to donate an item 
from the wish list and up to $10.00 in overdue fines will be waived from your library 
account. Fees will not be waived for lost or damaged items.

Thru Nov. 30th - Come Write In! - National Novel Writing Month

November is National Novel Writing Month (NaNoWriMo.org), when thousands of aspir-
ing authors pledge to make their dreams a priority and draft a novel in 30 days. During 
the month the Library welcomes all to explore its writing resources or settle in with their 
laptop to crank out a few pages. The Bluebonnet Room has been reserved for formal 
write-ins on the following dates: Mon., Nov. 15 from 5 – 8 p.m. & Sat., Nov. 20th from 12 
Noon – 4 p.m. Contact Nina at 972-442-7566 for more information.

Dec. 6th - The New Medicare: Big changes have come to Medicare and they start 
January 2011. Are you confused about what these new choices mean for you or your 
loved ones? Medicare specialist and licensed agent Memory Wilks will explain how 
Medicare Advantage is different and provide information on available options. This infor-
mation session is free and open to the public at 6 p.m.

Dec. 9th - Holiday Concert at the Library: The Smith Public Library invites you to lis-
ten to the sweet sounds of Wylie ISD’s flute choir as it performs music sure to get you in 
the holiday spirit. This event is free and open to the public at 6:30 PM

Dec. 20th - A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens Performed by Jerry Young 
dressed as Scrooge at 6:30 p.m. All ages welcome.

Wednesday Morning Story Time:
Books & Babies: 9:00 a.m., Ages 0-1, 20 minutes. NEW!

Toddler Time: 9:30 and 10:00 a.m., Ages 1-2, 25 minutes. Free tickets are required to 
attend. Tickets are available on a first come, first served basis story time morning.

Big Kid Story time: 10:45 and 11:30 a.m., 30 minutes. Free tickets are required to 
attend. Tickets are available on a first come, first served basis story time morning.

Story Time Dates & Themes: 
Nov. 3: Great Big Things; Nov. 10: Hometown Heroes; Nov. 17: Dance Dance Fever; 
Nov. 24: Thank You Thanksgiving

Dec. 1: What a Wonderful Time of the Year!; Dec. 8: Fairy-the-Well

Wagging Tales: 6-7 p.m.
Nov. 4th & 18th and Dec. 2nd & 16th - Practice your skills by reading aloud to Abby! 
Tickets are limited and free. They are given out on a first come, first served basis the eve-
ning of the event.

BeTween Book & Movie Club (4th & 5th Graders): 6:30 p.m.
4th & 5th graders are encouraged to read the book and watch the movie on their own 
time, then come to our meeting for discussion. We talk about the differences between the 
book and movie, favorite plot points and characters and much more! We read passages 
from the book and watch scenes from the movie. Snacks are provided.

Dec. 2nd - How to Train Your Dragon by Cresidda Cowel.

Wylie Friends of the Library: 6 p.m.
Nov. 18th - The Friends of the Rita & Truett Smith Public Library have their monthly 
meeting in the Bluebonnet Room. To celebrate the ground-breaking of the new 43,934 
sq. ft. library, membership fees are currently half price.

SACHSE PUBLIC LIBRARY
Located at 3815 Sachse Rd., Building C, Sachse 972-530-8966 
Check online at www.cityofsachse.com for the Nov. & Dec. dates.

Play Mahjong: 1st & 3rd Wednesday from 1 - 5 p.m.
Story Time: Each Thursday at 11 a.m.
Adult Book Club: 3rd Friday at 10 a.m.
Paws & Read: 2nd Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. 
Friends of the Sachse Public Library:4th Tuesday at 7 p.m.

SACHSE SENIOR ACTIVITIES
Laurie Schwenk Senior Activity Center is located at 3815 Sachse Road,  
Suite B, on the corner of Sachse Rd. & Miles Rd. 972-495-6282.

Exercise: Most Mon., Wed. & Fri. mornings at 9 a.m. - Check Calendar! 
Day Trips: Call the center to confirm dates & times

Dec. 1: Allen Mall       
Dec. 8: Ice Show at the Gaylord Texan     
Dec. 29: Grapevine Mall  

Health Care Seminars: 
Nov. 9, Nov. 18, & Nov. 23 
For more details on outings and seminars please contact Dixie Dickson at the 
Senior Center at 972-495-6282.

 

CHAMBER of COMMERCE EVENTS
WYLIE         www.wyliechamber.org       972-442-2804
Monthly Luncheons: 11:30 a.m. - 1 p.m. Lunch cost is $12 if paid in advance, 
$15 with reservation paying at door, $20 without reservation. Online payment is available 
at the Chamber website.

Nov. 16th - Christian Care Luncheon at St. Anthony’s Catholic Church •RSVP Required•
No luncheon in December.

Every Wednesday Business Card Exchange: Woodbridge Golf 
Course club house, 7400 Country Club Dr., Wylie. Network and promote your business 
from 8 - 9 a.m. LAST EVENT FOR 2010 IS DEC. 15TH.

SACHSE       www.sachsechamber.com     972-496-1212
Monthly Luncheons: 11:30 a.m. - 1 p.m. at Northplace Church, 2709 3rd Street, 
Sachse. $15 for Members, $20 for Non-members. Register & pay online. 

Sept. 14th - Go to www.sachsechamber.com for more info.
Oct. 12th - Go to www.sachsechamber.com for more info.

MURPHY          murphychamber.org      972-805-3749
Monthly Luncheons: 11:30 a.m. - 1 p.m. Community Room at the Murphy City 
Hall Complex, 206 N. Murphy Road, Murphy. R.S.V.P. by 11:59 a.m. CST on the Friday 
before the luncheon to receive discounted prepayment rate of $15 for members; $20 for 
non-members. After Noon and at the door on Tuesday, the charge is $20 for everyone. Go 
to www.murphytx.org to prepay or call 972-805-3749.

Nov. 16 - The city of Murphy will present it’s State of the City address. Taste of Home will 
cater a delicious Holiday dinner.  

One week early, Dec. 14 - Boggess Elementary’s choir will sing holiday selections. Taste 
of Home will cater. We will also hold Chamber officer and board elections.  

Come & Go Luncheon: none in Nov. or Dec.

Second Tuesday Business Card Exchange: Dec. 14th at 7:30 - 8:30 
a.m. at Saxby’s Coffee (FM 544 in Murphy Marketplace). Join us for good coffee and 
good pastries! Bring plenty of business cards and brochures. Mix, mingle, make contacts 
and enter the raffle for a chance to win prizes!  

To submit your special event to the January/February community 
calendar send an e-mail to theconnection.anne@mac.com no 
later than December 10th.  Please include contact name, date(s), 
time(s), location, a publishable phone  number, e-mail and/or web site 
for information.  Only events that are open to the public (no “members 
only” events) are eligible, as space permits. THANKS!

Submit Your Event to the Calendar!  
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Her Proven

Sales Success
#1 in pre-owned home 
sales in Sachse 3 years 

running!

On average, my 
listings sell for 98% of 

list price.

2008 Realtor of 
the Year at Lake 
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REALTORS
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Estate Institute
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JEANIE MARTEN
Coldwell Banker Apex Realtors
4908 Maple Shade Ave.   •   Sachse, TX 75048
972-588-8363 • www.jeaniemarten.com

Thank You!
First, I want to say thank you to all of Wylie, Sachse, Murphy and Lavon for 

making this an amazing real estate year for me. The “market” may be ugly in other 
parts of the country but we are buying and selling homes every day in North Texas. 
I was privileged to assist with accomplishing the home ownership goals of about 60 
families this year. Thank you all very much and I wish you the happiest of holidays!

It is still warm outside but the drier fall air is here which means winter may or 
may not be too far behind. Texas is so unpredictable but freezing temperatures will 
be here at some point. Last year I got caught with my proverbial pants down. Bad 
weather was striking while I was scrounging for faucet covers, not just for myself 
but for a friend that was out of state and a client. Nine p.m. the night before low 20 
degree temperatures are forecast is not a good place to be. Towels, zip ties and duct 
tape are a girls best friend is all I’m gonna say about that, except that it wouldn’t 
have been that hard if I had done a little planning. So here are some bullet points 
for winterizing and I would like to suggest that you start running the list right now 
before you get caught with your proverbial pants down!

• Buy your insulated faucet covers now because they will be sold out when the 
freeze warnings go up. You may still be using the hoses but disconnect and drain 
them after each use and have the covers handy.

• Before it gets to cold, check out your window and door caulking. Touch up/
or replace as needed.

• Get your heater serviced. This will lower your bills and hopefully prevent those 
failures on the coldest nights.

• Add insulation and weather stripping in the attic, around attic ladders, outlet 
covers, doors and windows.

• Make sure your fireplace damper is closed when not in use. Speaking of 
fireplaces, clean your chimney or have it cleaned.

• Take a close look at your roof.  I noticed a lot of missing shingles while making 
some rounds on Tuesday. Call me if you need a roofer recommendation.

• Purchase and install a carbon monoxide detector. An inspector that I trust 
recommends the plug-in type and reminds people that these detectors have 
an expiration date so please check it if you already have a detector installed.
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LINDA DAVIDSON Senior Loan Officer/DE Underwriter 

ldavidson@servicefirstmtg.com

Happy Holidays from THE DAVIDSON GROUP
Welcome 2011!

The Davidson Mortgage Group:
★ Ranks 7th Nationally in FHA/VA Units closed!
★ Ranks 17th Team in the Nation in Total Purchase Units!
★ Ranked 45th Team in the Industry for Total Units!
★  Voted  #1 Area Mortgage Lender For the Past 12 Years!

Linda Ranks in the Top 20 Loan Officers in the Nation in 
FHA/VA Unit Closings for the past 10 Years
Specializing in FHA, VA, Texas Vet and USDA & Reverse Mortgages

Buying a home is one of the biggest purchases most people will ever make.  Deciding which professionals to work with can be 
the difference between celebrating your new home - or not. We are a committed group of mortgage professionals who will be 
with you through each step, and we’ll be there to celebrate the milestone of a new home with you.

972-278-3400
www.davidsongroup.net

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Davidson Group ND10.indd   1 10/27/10   8:26 PM
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CASA of Collin County
Providing a Brighter Future for Children

We see images of them every day on the local news – 
abused and neglected children rescued from desperate 
situations; most abandoned and left to deal with the 

emotional, physical and legal ramifications of their catastrophic 
home life. Who will fight for the scared and lonely children who 
are faced with life-altering decisions?

In Collin County, the court assigns 100 percent of abused 
children removed from unsafe homes a guardian ad litem. 
These individuals are screened, trained and supervised by 
CASA(Court Appointed Special Advocates) of Collin County, 
which was incorporated in 1991 to provide community 
volunteers to serve as the voice for the best interests of abused 
and neglected children involved in the court system.

In 2009, CASA served 453 children from Collin County. With 
a strong base of 205 active volunteer advocates, CASA is still in 
need of help for the growing epidemic of child abuse in Texas. 
A recent study found that more children are dying from abuse 
in Texas than any other state while cuts are reducing funds to 
protect abused children.

 “Child abuse is a problem in Collin County,” said Susan 
Etheridge, CASA of Collin County Executive Director. “If you 

have not been personally touched you tend to believe this is 
someone else’s problem, not our problem, but it is our problem. 
CASA is making a real difference for abused children. We are an 
independent part of the puzzle. We get to know what is in the 
child’s best interest by forming a relationship and by doing all of 
the work that it takes to know what’s going on.”

Etheridge, a former teacher and CPS supervisor, believes in 
the benefits CASA provides children and the community.

“The Texas legislature, two sessions ago, mandated that 
every child that is placed into foster care is appointed both 
an attorney ad litem (at law) to handle their legal needs and 
a guardian ad litem to speak to their best interests. In many 
counties including Dallas, Tarrant and other surrounding 
counties, the county pays for that service. They hire an attorney 
to be the attorney ad litem and [another] attorney to be the 

Volunteer

Virginia Barrett, The 2008 TX CASA Volunteer of the Year, with Collin County 
Commissioner Kathy Ward, CASA staff Erica Baig, Susan Etheridge, Dianne McCall 
and Kathy Blank as well as Collin County Commissioner Joe Jaynes.

by Pamela Smith
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Family is why
WE DO IT ALL.

We all feel the same commitment 
to care for our families. As your 
good neighbor agent, I can help 
you meet your insurance needs. 

Call me today.

Adam Leggett
600 E. Brown St.
Wylie, TX 75098

972-941-9400

State Farm Insurance Companies • Home Offices: Bloomington, IL   PO2603  statefarm.com®

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR, 
STATE FARM IS THERE.®
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www.teamwaterdamage.com

guardian ad litem. In Collin 
County a CASA volunteer 
acts as the guardian ad 
litem. If Collin County tax 
payers would have had to 
pay attorneys to do what we 
do, it would have cost the 
county over $3 million last 
year to pay for what we did 
for free,” Etheridge added.

CASA, one of the largest, 
volunteer organizations in the 
country, credits their success 
to the continued support of 
the community. For more 
information contact CASA at 
(972) 529-2272 or visit www.
casaofcollincounty.org.  •

How you can help!  
Become a CASA volunteer advocate:  Next class 
January 2011 (There is a special need for male 
volunteers.)
Support CASA financially: Take “Nathan’s Challenge” 
and support CASA’s year end campaign to raise 
$25,000.  It costs approximately $1,500 for CASA to 
serve each foster child.
Attend or support a CASA special event:  The 10th 
Annual Voice for Children Gala is February 12, 2011.  
Sponsor, attend or donate to the live/silent auction.
Sponsor a donation drive for CASA.
Donate gift cards of $10 or more to local fast food 
restaurants or stores like Wal-Mart and Target.
Donate gas cards for volunteers who travel out of 
county to visit their foster child. 
Send NEW clothing for children newborn to age 18

Mittens, hats and gloves
Coats & Hoodies
Jeans
T-shirts & long-sleeve T’s that meet school dress code
Sweaters
Socks & underwear

Send NEW developmental toys 
Puzzles for ages 3-18
Board games for ages 2-18
Infant toys such as rattles and developmental toys 
for infants under age 3

For more information about becoming a CASA 
volunteer visit www.casaofcollincounty.org or call 
(972) 529-2272.

The CASA Resource Room is the place where a foster child’s CASA can gather needed new 
items so that no child has to go without the clothing, toys or necessities they need.

www.DiscoverWylie.com

photos provided by  CASA
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PARKER ROAD
VETERINARY HOSPITAL

26 Years of Dedicated & Caring Service
to Wylie and the Surrounding Area

FULL SERVICE MEDICAL
& SURGICAL CARE

SMALL ANIMALS & HORSES
5000+sq.ft. Hospital Facility

        • IN HOUSE COGGINS LABORATORY
        • 24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

Dr. Kerin

Dr. Wallis

Dr. Abraham

One mile north of 
Downtown Wylie

2nd Veterinary Hospital 
on Parker Rd.

(Next to the Water 
Tower)

Parker Rd. 
Vet. Hosp.

FM 544 Hwy 78

FM
 1

37
8

Brown St.

Parker Rd.

B
al

la
rd

 S
t.

Park Blvd.
Water Tower

N

www.parkerroadvet.com

707 Parker Rd • Wylie • 972-442-6523

Imagine waking up Christmas morning and not finding any 
gifts under the tree. That is the reality for many area children 
and families. 

Reach for a Star, the City of Wylie’s gift assistance program, 
brings smiles to children and families by providing new clothes 
and toys. The program assists families of children who live in 
Wylie or attend the Wylie Independent School District that oth-
erwise would not be able to provide Christmas for their chil-
dren. This year, with your help, close to 500 children from 195 
families will have gifts to open Christmas morning. 

Pick up a star(s) between November 10th and December 14th 
at City Hall or other Reach for a Star locations throughout the 
City of Wylie. Purchase three of the gifts listed on the tag and 
drop off the new gifts by December 14 to Wylie Fire-Rescue 
Administration; the three story building located at 801-A S. Hwy. 
78, Suite #204, adjacent to Brookshires. 

City Staff and volunteers accepted and reviewed applications 
from needy families during a one day event at the First Baptist 
Church Wylie Events Center on October 9th. The stars were cre-
ated and distributed on trees at more than 20 locations. The 
donated gifts will be organized at the Wylie National Guard 
Armory for a one-day pick-up on December 22nd. The success 
of the program is based on more than 600 volunteer hours 
from over 60 City Staff, Citizen Police Academy and Boy Scout 
volunteers. 

“It’s a lot of work and long hours, but you get wrapped up 
in the stories…they hit home”, says Cheryl Smith, Wylie Fire-
Rescue Administrative Support Supervisor and Reach for a Star 
Coordinator. “Single moms who have lost their jobs, dads who 
have become disabled, death in the family, health issues, the list 
goes on and on. Moms and dads just want to see their kids eyes 
light up on Christmas morning.”

Each year, many stars are picked up by citizens with good 
intentions, but toys are not returned, three gifts are not pur-
chased per child, or some stars are simply not picked up. City 
staff is committed to making sure every child accepted into the 
program has a merry Christmas. 

Watch for several events to help raise the needed funds 
to purchase toys. Firemen will be out in full force during the 
December 4th Arts Festival, Parade and Tree Lighting for a Fill 
the Boot campaign. The annual Woodbridge Country Club Reach 
for a Star golf tournament is scheduled for Tuesday, December 
6th. All proceeds from the tournament go to Reach for a Star. 
And the most unique fundraising event of all is a 24 Hour 
Workout by Assistant City Manager, Jeff Butters and Assistant 
Planner, Jason Haskins. 

This year help a child’s wish come true. Consider picking up 
stars for a whole family; or commit your work or church to pur-
chasing gifts for several families. If you do not have the time to 
shop for gifts, consider a donation and volunteers will do the 
shopping. 

by Craig Kelly - Wylie City Information Officer

Volunteers Bring Holiday 
Cheer to Needy Families

Volunteer

Wylie Printing
          &

 Office Supply

Mon. - Fri.  7:30 a.m. - 6 p.m. & Sat.  10:00 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Professional Full Service Printer
& Complete Business Service Center

972-442-2111
Public Fax: 972-442-1882

www.wylieprinting.com
graphics@wylieprinting.com
300 S. Hwy 78, Ste. 100, Wylie

•  Competitive Pricing on Color Printing
•  Copier Service up to 36”
•  Signs and Banners
•  Computer Repair

Merry
Christmas
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Learning Center of McCreary

®
(972)442-3100

3465 FM 544, Wylie, TX 75098

www.Ch i ldre nsL igh th ouse .c om/Wyl ie

Our mission at Childrens Lighthouse is to provide safe, quality, 
loving care and educational services. We aspire to promote the 
positive development of young children in all areas of growth in-
cluding social, emotional, intellectual, physical, and creative.

•  Ages 6 Weeks to 12 Years
•  Nationally Acclaimed Phonics 
    Based ABEKA Curriculum
•  Secured Internet Video Monitoring
•  Security Access Entry
•  Enrichment Programs Included 
    In The Curriculum

Bring in this ad for 
a FREE week of 

tuition!
Refunded on 4th week of enrollment. 

Valid for new families only.
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TEAM CARPET
Flood Restoration and

Carpet Cleaning

972-414-5700
Our Guaranteed Services include:

www.teamwaterdamage.com
972-414-5700

• Pre-vacuum the carpet to remove dry soil
• Pre-spot & pre-condition soiled areas 
• Move all furniture of reasonable size
• Steam clean every square inch of your carpets
• Guaranteed quick dry time
• 1 Free room of Scotchguard® with each cleaning
• Ask about our many additional services
We are Professionally 
Licensed and Insured

3 Rooms & a Hall

$90
Tile and Grout

Cleaning & Repair

20% Off
Rooms over 250 sq. ft. considered 2 rooms.

Not valid with any other offer.
Must present Coupon.

Expires 12-31-10

Not valid with any other offer.
Must present Coupon.

Expires 12-31-10

WE ACCEPT
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For more information on the Reach for a Star program, to 
make a donation, or to adopt a large number of stars, contact 
Cheryl Smith, 972-941-8961. •

Wylie Public Works employees, aka Santa’s Helpers, Todd Stevens, David Carter and 
Ernest Ramirez carry gifts to the car of a Reach for a Star participant..

photos provided by  the City of Wylie 

Gifts are lined up on the floor of Wylie National Guard Armory in preparation 
for pick up.
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Art is a fusion of human 
emotion and experi-
ence”, says local art-

ist Rudy Suarez. Influenced 
by South American Artists 
Mamani Mamani and 
Hugh Lecaro, his unique, 
vivid, colorful watercol-
ors, reflect the culture and 
memories of his beloved 
homeland, Bolivia. 

Suarez moved from 
Bolivia to Redwood, 
California in 1993. He was 
initially drawn to ceram-
ics, creating colorful 
mariachis and nativities, 
but later discovered the 
beauty of watercol-
ors. Developing his 
unique style, Suarez 
entered the San 
Jose Cinco De Mayo 
art contest in 1999, 
winning first place. 
Five more con-
secutive wins later, 
Suarez began to 
realize that he had 
found a medium 
that enabled him 
to bring to life and 
share with others 
his life’s stories and 
the colorful Bolivian culture.

In 2004, Suarez moved to Wylie, Texas and continued pursu-
ing his love of painting and art. He has sold more than 1,000 
paintings since moving to Texas and was honored that his work 
was selected and showcased on the front page of the 2005 
Dallas Yellow Pages. Suarez has a passion for kids, conducts 
after school programs in ceramics and watercolors, and has  
future plans to write and illustrate children’s and craft books. 

Mr. Suarez continues to receive accolades for his work, being 
selected as the featured artist for the 2010 Wylie Arts Festival. 
His watercolor, titled Pepinos, will adorn the festival t-shirts and 
many of his works will be on display and available for purchase 
during the festival. Pepinos depicts the marching and danc-
ing groups found during the Carnival De Oruro, a festival in the 
Andes mountains of western Bolivia. •

Arts

Suarez Selected as Featured Artist 
for Wylie Arts Festival

“

Wylie Arts Festival, Christmas Parade and Tree Lighting

The City of Wylie, the Public Arts Advisory Board, Garnet 
Hill Rehabilitation and Skilled Care, and Methodist Richardson 
Medical Center are proud to present the Wylie Arts Festival 
December 4th, downtown in Wylie’s historic Olde City Park.   
Shop for fine art and handmade crafts, listen to the sounds of 
the season, and enjoy festive foods. 

The fun continues at 5:30 p.m. with the Festival of Lights 
Christmas Parade sponsored by First Baptist Church Wylie and 
the Downtown Merchants Association.

Top off the evening with the annual Tree Lighting Ceremony 
at 7 p.m. featuring Mayor Eric Hogue’s reading of The Night 
Before Christmas and music by the First Baptist Church Wylie 
choir.

Come enjoy the sights and sounds of the holidays.  There is 
something for everyone.

      - More Than 60 Handmade Arts and Crafts Booths

      - Children’s Storytelling

      - Festive Foods

      - Children’s Area with a Large Assortment of Inflatables

      - Entertainment

Wylie Arts Festival Olde City Park 10 am - 8 p.m.

Festival of Lights Parade Downtown on Ballard 5:30 p.m.

Tree Lighting Olde City Park 7 p.m.

provided by the City of Wylie Public Arts Committee

photos provided by 
the City of Wylie 
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The weather is changing is your system ready?

972-897-7994

dsenterpriseairandheat.com

D’s Enterprise
  “What Condition Is Your Air  Condition In?”

$25 OFFRepairs

Residential & 
Commercial

Service, Repairs and 
New Installs

TACLB28049E

WITH THIS AD

Full Menu Available
Daily Lunch Specials 

M-F 11 AM ‘til 2 PM

K Kids Eat FREE Daily
     12 & under with paying adult

K Non-Smoking Atmosphere    
K 12 HD TVs  
K 24 Beers on Tap 
K Ladies Night Every Wednesday 
K Poker: Sun. - Thur. $100 cash prize
K Live Music Every Saturday
K New Covered Patio
K Over 50 Bottled Beers

Hours Sunday - Friday: 11 AM - 12 AM & Saturday: 11 AM - 1 AM

$4.99

FREE Entree
Buy one entree at regular price 
& receive a second entree of 

equal or lesser value free.
One coupon per customer.

Not valid with any other offer.
Expires 12/31/10

All Day Happy Hour www.hooleystavernandgrill.com

972-442-0003 7340 Hwy. 78 - Suite 1400 - Sachse, TX
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Nancy Donachie, MD, 
completed her medical 
training and residency at 
the University of Texas 
Health Science Center in 
Houston. She special-
izes in the treatment 
of depression, anxiety 
disorders, and mood dis-
orders. Dr. Donachie is an 
independently practicing, 
board-certified psychia-
trist on the medical staff 
of Methodist Richardson 
Medical Center’s Mental 
Health Services Department, which offers patients a 
full scope of services for the diagnosis and treatment of 
mental health disorders and substance abuse problems. 
To make an appointment with Dr. Donachie, call 972-
733-7242. 

Texas law prohibits hospitals from practicing medicine. 
Dr. Donachie is an independently practicing physician 
on the Methodist Richardson Medical Center medical 
staff and is not an employee or agent of Methodist Rich-
ardson Medical Center or Methodist Health System.

Health

The Health Benefits of Volunteering  
by Nancy Donachie, MD

We all know that volunteering can 
be rewarding in many ways. You 
can make a difference in some-

one’s life, meet new friends, develop 
leadership skills, and learn more about 
your community. The gift of giving also 
has a positive impact on your mental 
health.

Feeling isolated and lonely is a common 
and serious consequence of depression. 
Getting involved in a volunteer group can 
help you improve your social connections. 
A study by researchers at the University 
of Texas at Austin found that volunteer 
work can counter negative moods such as 
depression and anxiety since it helps you 
become socially integrated and break out 
of your isolation. The study showed that 
volunteering is especially beneficial for 

people over the age of 65. This study also 
suggested that when individuals volun-
teered for religious reasons, they received 
even more positive benefit, perhaps 
because this type of motivation enhanced 
a sense of purpose and accomplishment. 

Helping others can also boost your self-
esteem. Culturally, we have a strong posi-
tive image of volunteering in our society. 
So there’s much to gain from the positive 
social reinforcement of volunteer work.

A good example of the positive effects 
of volunteering is Alcoholics Anonymous 
(AA). The 12-step program is run by vol-
unteers who have overcome their own 
addiction and are now dedicated to help-
ing others become sober. AA volunteers 
see an improvement in their quality of life, 

and some volunteers even believe 
that it helps them maintain their 
sobriety. 

The same is true for many other 
people who volunteer for nonprofit 
organizations such as Susan G. 
Komen for the Cure. Breast cancer 
survivors who become volunteers 
play a huge role in raising funds for 
clinical research and educating oth-
ers about early detection and can-
cer prevention. These volunteers 
are making an impact on health 
advancements and making a differ-
ence in the lives of other women.

Want to volunteer? Methodist 
Richardson Medical Center Auxiliary 
is looking for long-term volunteers 

who can commit to a four-hour 
shift each week. Duties will include 

working at information desks 
and providing support to hospital 

departments. Apply at www.
methodistrichardson.org/volunteers 

or call 972-498-4788 for more 
information.

The broader health benefits make volun-
teering even more worthwhile. Volunteering 
can lead to increased physical activity, 
which can improve your cognitive function 
and overall cardiovascular health. 

If you are battling the blues, think 
about becoming a volunteer. The benefits 
to both your mental and physical health 
are great. By helping others, you can help 
yourself.  •

2011 Relay For Life dates 
are April 29th & 30th

“The Amazing Race” is next year’s theme.
Kick-off last week of January 2011.

www.relayforlife.org/wylietx
Find us on Facebook Relay For Life of Wylie/Sachse/Murphy 

for all the latest news.

photo by Anne Hiney
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Joe Boggs
Phone: (972)918-0404
Mobile: (972)578-2300
jboggs@IntegrityFirstHL.com

              www.integrityfirsthl.com

“Have mortgage questions? 
                                               I have the answers!”

Linking Your Home to the World
Ebby Halliday, REALTORS® utilizes a powerful, online global network
of real estate Web sites to achieve local results.

Stacie Gooch    Rob Mauga
214-728-6425     214-476-7276

Residential and Commercial
Buy, Sell, Lease or Investors

staciegooch.ebby.com
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Try Out a Tasty New Holiday Recipe

In a medium bowl, mix together the 
walnuts, green onions, cranberries, zest, 
olive oil, salt and pepper. Add the rice and 
toss well.

Makes 4 (1/2 cup) servings 

Pork Roast With Spicy Maple Glaze

Ingredients:

2 1/2 pounds boneless pork loin roast, 
trimmed of visible fat

1 cup light pancake syrup

4 tablespoons Dijon-style mustard

2 1/2 tablespoons cider vinegar

2 1/2 tablespoons light soy sauce

Ground black pepper to taste

Salt to taste

Directions:

Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Coat the 
bottom of a shallow roasting pan with 
canola cooking spray.

Honey-Glazed Sweet Potatoes

Instead of topping canned sweet potatoes 
with a glaze and miniature marshmallows, 
this version uses fresh sweet potatoes 
and a lighter, less gooey glaze.

Ingredients:

1/4 cup water 

2 tablespoons brown sugar

2 tablespoons honey

1 tablespoon olive oil 

2 pounds sweet potatoes 

    (about 4 large) 

Cracked black pepper or chopped herb 

    of choice (rosemary, sage or thyme)

Directions:

Heat oven to 375 degrees. Spray a bak-
ing dish with nonstick spray. Combine 
water, brown sugar, honey and olive oil 
in a cup to form a sauce. Peel and cut the 
sweet potatoes into wedges. Place in a 
single layer in the baking dish. Pour the 
sauce over the sweet potatoes. Turn to 
coat them.

Cover and bake for about 45 minutes 
or until tender; turn the sweet potatoes 
once or twice to continue coating them. 
When tender, remove the cover and con-
tinue to bake until the glaze is set, about 
15 minutes. Serve topped with cracked 
black pepper or chopped herb of choice.

Makes 8 servings 

Cranberry Rice

Ingredients:

1 package wild and white rice

1/4 cup toasted walnuts

1/4 cup sliced green onions

1/2 cup dried cranberries

1 teaspoon orange zest

1 teaspoon olive oil

Salt and pepper to taste

Directions:

Prepare the rice according to package 
directions (includes 1 tablespoon butter).

Put syrup, mustard, vinegar, soy sauce, 
salt, and pepper in a small bowl and set 
aside.

Place pork roast in a prepared roasting 
pan. Spread glaze evenly over the pork 
roast. Bake in oven until meat thermom-
eter reaches 160 degrees (45 minutes to 1 
1/2 hours). Remove from oven and let rest 
10 minutes. Slice and serve.

Magic Cookie Bars

Ingredients:

1-1/2 cups graham cracker crumbs

4 tablespoons butter, melted

1 tablespoon canola oil

2 cups sweetened flaked coconut

1 cup plus 2 tablespoons nonfat dry milk

3/4 cup white sugar

1/2 cup boiling water

1 cup dark chocolate chips, such 

    as Ghiradelli 60% cacao chips

1/2 cup peanut butter

Directions:

Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Spray a 9 
x 13 pan with nonstick cooking spray. Stir 
together graham cracker crumbs, melted 
butter and canola oil. Press into the bot-
tom of the prepared pan. Sprinkle coconut 
evenly over graham cracker mixture.

Whisk together nonfat dry milk, sugar 
and boiling water in a microwave-safe 
bowl. Heat 30-60 seconds in the micro-
wave until mixture is easy to pour. Pour 
evenly over coconut. Bake 22-25 minutes 
until golden brown on top.

Mix chocolate chips and peanut butter 
together in a microwave-safe dish. Heat for 
60 seconds in the microwave. Stir. If chips 
are smooth enough to stir, microwave 
another 15 seconds. Stir until well com-
bined. Pour evenly over coconut mixture. 
Let cool, then refrigerate several hours or 
until hard.

Makes 24 bars.  •

stock photo
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East Fork Lodge #650 Ancient Free and Accepted Masons is located at 508 Parker Road in Wylie. Stated Meetings are held on the 

first Tuesday of each month at 7:30 p.m.. Dinner is served at 6:30 p.m., with great food and fellowship enjoyed by all.

As the world’s oldest and largest fraternal organization, Freemasonry today is built on Brotherly Love, Relief and Truth. Through fel-
lowship, charity, education and leadership, Freemasons are making their lives and communities stronger by the day. Freemasons are 
active in their community, providing valuable services and contributions. They provide aid and assis-
tance to the aged, widowed, orphaned and others in need in the community.

Of special interest are the Hospitals established in Texas, by Freemasons, to provide free special-
ized medical assistance to children. The Scottish Rite Hospital for Children was originally established 
in 1921 in response to a growing epidemic of polio, and continues providing Texas children with 
orthopedic treatment for conditions such as scoliosis, clubfoot, hand and hip disorders and limb 
length differences, as well as learning disorders such as dyslexia. The Shriners Hospital for Children 
is a one-of-a-kind international health care system dedicated to providing specialty pediatric care 
for children with orthopedic conditions, burns, spinal cord injuries and cleft lip and palate.

Freemasons are particularly proud of their rich history as partners in education. As early as 1848, 
the Grand Lodge of the Republic of Texas provided for an education and charity fund and appointed 
Mirabeau Lamar as superintendent of education. Realizing the importance of education to the 
future of Texas, Masons opened schools in their Lodge buildings. It is generally recognized that our 
Texas public school system was conceived and established by Texas Masons. In the spirit of this tradition, East Fork Masonic Lodge 
sets aside funds for scholarships to recognize and reward two exemplary Wylie ISD Seniors each year.

For more information contact John Simmons at 972-442-5964 or visit our website at www.eastforklodge.org.

Lions are groups of service-minded men and women who are interested in improving their communities. Lions are an international 
network of 1.3 million men and women in 205 countries and geographic areas who work together to answer the needs that challenge 
communities around the world.  To become a Lion is to become an active volunteer, a member of a respected international organiza-
tion, a leader in your community and a friend to people in need. The Lions motto is “We Serve.” Lions 
Club programs include sight conservation, hearing and speech conservation, diabetes awareness, 
youth outreach, international relations, environmental issues, and other programs. All funds raised by 
Lions Clubs from the general public are used for charitable purposes, and administrative costs are kept 
strictly separate and paid for by members. All of the money raised for a club’s charity account goes 
toward projects that benefit the local community of an individual club.

One very special service that Lions provide is the Texas Lions Camp for children with physical disabil-
ities, type 1 diabetes and cancer. It is located on over 500 acres in the beautiful Texas Hill Country. The 
camp is designed to introduce the “Can Do” philosophy to children dealing with special medical con-
ditions. Children learn that disabilities are only challenges to be met - not insurmountable obstacles. 
Lions provide the camp at no charge to the camper!

The Lions Clubs of Wylie and Sachse support a wide variety of causes within our communities - too numerous to list.  If you have a 
servants heart we welcome you to join us.

The Wylie Lions Club meets the 2nd & 4th Thursday, at noon, at American National Bank in Wylie.  

The Wylie Evening Lions Club meets the 1st & 3rd Thursday, at 7 p.m., at American National Bank in Wylie.  

The Sachse Lions Club meets the 3rd Tuesday of the month, at 6:30 p.m., at Steak Kountry in Sachse.

If you would like to learn more about Lions International go to www.lionsclubs.org.  See page 40 for local club contact information.

Masons

Lions Club
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Rotary International is a service focused organization made up of business and community leaders all over the world that believe 
putting others first is fundamental to a community’s well being. The local East Fork Rotary Club has been a presence in the Wylie area 
for over 20 years, and just recently expanded its area of influence into Sachse, Murphy, and Lavon as well. Previously known as the 
Wylie Rotary Club, East Fork has been an integral part of the Wylie community in a number of differ-
ent ways.

 Raising money for high school scholarships has always been an area of focus, as each year, the 
club provides two $1,000 college scholarships to deserving high school seniors that have displayed 
characteristics of leadership, ethics, and service. The club also sends at least two high school juniors 
to a week long leadership camp so that they can further develop their leadership skills. The club has 
recently enhanced their relationship with students through the sponsoring of a high school interact 
club located on the campus of Wylie East High School.

 Aside from focusing on serving our youth, the East Fork Rotary Club participates year round in 
community service projects ranging from Meals on Wheels, park improvements and maintenance, 
and organizing the Battle of the Badges Blood Drive between the Police and Fire Departments. The 
club also has the opportunity to contribute funds to local events such as the back to school supply drive and the Reach for a Star pro-
gram. Most recently, they teamed up with local bakery Say It With Sugar to participate in an adoption awareness carnival in Dallas.

 East Fork is a club that always looks for other service-minded individuals to join them as they pool one another’s’ resources to bet-
ter serve the community. If you live or work in Wylie, Sachse, Murphy, or Lavon, and you would like to be a part of growing this club 
into one of the most influential service groups in the Dallas area, please contact Bryan Brokaw at 972-429-4465 or come to one of 
our meetings on Thursdays, at noon, at the Woodbridge Golf Club.  

Exchange Club
The Exchange Club of Murphy, Texas is a Community Service organization devoted to the ideals of the American spirit. We encour-

age our children with our Youth Programs, we respect our country with our Americanism Program, and we fight for the rights of 
abused children with our Child Abuse Prevention Campaigns. If these are important to you, and you want to make your community a 
better place to live, then join us. We welcome your support.

The Exchange Club of Murphy meets, at noon, at Country Burger on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of each month for lunch, fellowship, 
and our business meeting.  Country Burger is located at 104 N. Murphy Rd., Suite 210, in Murphy, 972-516-2210.

Our Major Activities throughout the year

•   Providing Scholarships for graduating seniors and students that overcome hardships

•   Coat drive for Collin County Children’s Advocacy Center

•   Raising money for Murphy Fire Department and Police Department

•   Annual Field of Flags

•   Send blankets to deployed troops

Current fundraising project:

Fresh Texas Pecans for your Holiday Baking or Gift Giving – Already shelled and packaged!  

Come join us, and be a part of an organization that really does make a difference!!

For more information, call Cheryl Collins at 469-463-6950 or Mary Pat Elledge at 214-923-3114 or check us out at www.exchange-
clubofmurphytexas.org.

Rotary Club
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Wylie Christian Care Center helps those 
who are down on their luck by providing temporary help 
with food, clothes, rent, utilities, school supplies and 
household items. The Center receives no government 
assistance, is run by volunteer workers and is supported 
by local churches, businesses, schools, civic organiza-
tions and individuals. It’s always in need of canned meats, 
peanut butter, jelly, cereal, fruit and tomato products, and 
monetary donations. To donate or volunteer, contact the 
Christian Care Center at 972-442-4341.

Dyslexia Advocates of Wylie is a Parent 
Support Group for parents of dyslexic children. Go to 
www.dyslexiaadvocatesofwylie.com for more info.

Exchange Club of Murphy is a volunteer 
service organization for people who want to serve their 
community, develop leadership skills and enjoy new 
friendships. Programs include: Child Abuse Prevention, 
Americanism, Community Service and Youth Activities. 
We meet the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of every month from 
noon to 1 p.m. at Country Burger, 104 N. Murphy Rd., 
Ste. 210, Murphy, TX 75094. Contact: Cheryl Collins at 
cheryl@txwillett.net or 469-463-6950.

Friends of the Sachse Library meets 
the 4th Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m. at the Sachse 
Library, 3815 Sachse Road. Contact the Sachse Public 
Library for more details at 972-530-8966.

Garland Quilt Guild meets the first Tuesday 
of each month at First Presbyterian Church, 930 West 
Avenue B, in Garland at 7 p.m. (except December) 
Located at the corner of 9th Street and Avenue B in 
Garland. For more info visit www.garlandquiltguild.com.

Genealogy Friends of Plano 
Libraries, Inc. presents a Free Genealogy 
Seminar on the 3rd Saturday of each month from 10:15 
a.m. - 12:30 p.m. at the W.O. Haggard Library Program 
Room, 2501 Coit Road, Plano. Public is welcome. For 
info visit www.GenealogyFriends.org, e-mail GenFriends@
GenealogyFriends.org, or call Jean Funk at 972-618-1580.

In-Sync Exotics Wildlife Rescue &  
Educational Center is a non-profit organization 
dedicated to the rescue of exotic felines. Visit www.insyn-
cexotics.com for more info. Open Saturdays and Sundays, 
11 a.m. - 6 p.m. 972-442-6888.

MOMS Club of Murphy/Sachse is a 
non-profit support group for stay-at-home moms and their 
children. Activities include monthly meetings with guest 
speakers, play groups, park days, MOMS Night Out, field 
trips and more. We participate in service projects to ben-
efit children in the community. Please visit murphysachse-
momsclub.webs.com for further info.

Moms & More all caretakers, whether you are a 
Mom, Dad, Aunt, Uncle, Grandparent or Nanny are wel-
come. We accept members from Wylie and the surround-
ing communities and have many activities for children and 
their caretakers. We meet the 1st Thursday of the month. 
Contact us at Diva@wyliemomsandmore.org or for more info. 
go to www.wyliemomsandmore.org.

MOPS of Sachse/Wylie/Murphy Mothers 
of Preschoolers meet at Park Lake Church at 3702 
Sachse Road in Sachse on the 1st & 3rd Wednesdays 
(September-May) from 9 - 11:30 a.m. Mothers with chil-
dren from birth through kindergarten are invited. Childcare 
is included with semester MOPS dues. To RSVP or for 
more information call Park Lake Church at 972- 414-0600, 
e-mail mops@parklakechurch.com, or visit www.mops.org.

Sachse Historical Society meets the 3rd 
Saturday of the month, 9:30 a.m., Sachse Historical 
Museum, 3033 6th Street. Museum is open for visitors 
every Tuesday from 10 a.m. - 1 p.m. and by appointment 
for visitors and tours, 972-495-1231. Visit www.sachsehis-
toricalsociety.org for more info.

Sachse Lion’s Club meets the third Tuesday of 
the month at 6:30 p.m. at Steak Kountry, 7010 Highway 78 
in Sachse. The Lion’s Club participates in several fundrais-
ers throughout the year, including the Sewell Elementary 
pancake breakfast, where half of the proceeds go back 
to the Sewell PTA, and the turkey leg food booth at the 
Sachse Fallfest. The funds raised benefit several orga-
nizations including the Blind Leader Dog program and 
Air Challenge, a program that takes disabled children 
for airplane rides. They also support the Vision Impaired 
Olympics summer camp for kids and assist with building 
Habitat for Humanity homes.

Sachse Pet Pals volunteer organization works with 
Sachse Animal Control to enhance adoption rates and 
help with pet medical expenses on a financial need basis. 
Contact Peggy Strong at 972-495-9645 for more info.

Tr in i t y  Tra i l  Preser vat ion 
Association (TTPA) is an all-volunteer eques-
trian organization that maintains the 9 mile long trail on 
the Corps of Engineers land along Lavon Lake. TTPA 
networks with other trail riders, sponsors trail rides and 
cookouts, hosts quarterly meetings with speakers on 
horse-related issues, holds family type activities such as 
scavenger hunts on horseback, fun poker rides and edu-
cational clinics. For info. call Pat Monson 214-213-1940, 
www.trinitytrailriders.org.

Wylie Friends of the Library meets the 3rd 
Thursday of each month, 6 p.m. at the Rita and Truett 
Smith Public Library, 800 Thomas, in the Bluebonnet 
Room, 972-442-7566.

Wylie Lions Club meets the 2nd and 4th 
Thursday of the month at American National Bank in Wylie 
at noon. Anyone interested in becoming a Lion is welcome 
to join the group for lunch. Call Bill Bonney for more info. 
at 214-769-5314.

Wyl ie Evening Lions Club meets the 
1st & 3rd Thursdays of the month at American National 
Bank in Wylie at 7 p.m. Contact Carl Bodine at 469-951-
4344 for info.

Wylie Rotary Club meets weekly on 
Thursday at 12 noon at the Woodbridge Country 
Club. Contact Bryan Brokaw: bryan.brokaw@edward-
jones.com for additional info. 

Wylie Wisecrackers is a Toastmasters club 
serving Wylie, Sachse, Murphy, and Lavon, meets every 
Wednesday from 6:45 p.m. - 8 p.m. at American National 
Bank in Wylie: 301 S. Hwy. 78. All are welcome. Members 
practice effective public speaking techniques, gain valu-
able leadership experience, and, thus, gain personal confi-
dence. Contact Jodi Mejia at jodi.mejia@gmail.com. www.
wylie.freetoasthost.com.

Wylie Women’s League Meets the 1st 
Thursday of each month. Contact Stacey Daniel at 469-
964-7425 or daniel21@verizon.net for more info. •

 

Get Involved With Our Local Organizations

Interested in Scouting? 
Visit www.greatplainsbsa.org or 
www.girlscoutsofnortheasttexas.org for info.

www.hargraveinc.com

HARGRAVE
Custom

FOUNDATION
REPAIR  Since 1986

Exterior & Interior
Steel Pipe Piers

Lifetime Warranty
MC-Visa-Discover

FREE Estimates

972-442-5000
BBB Accredited Business

Foundation Repair Assn. Member

Wylie Lions Used Eyeglass Donation Locations:
Vision Source - Wylie

Vision Gallery - Rowlett
Wylie Eye Center (TSO) - Wylie

Parks Eye Care - Wylie
Murphy Family Eye Care - Murphy

Focused Eye Care - Garland
Unique Optique - Wylie
Founders Plaza - Wylie

Keller Williams - Plano & Wylie
Smith Library - Wylie

American National Bank - Wylie
Wylie ISD Admin. Bldg. - Wylie

Volunteer
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972-442-6495

Little Stars...
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120 S. Birmingham - Wylie
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breakfast,
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www.TheCornerstonePrivateSchool.com

Give your 
children an 
educational 
advantage! 

Our curriculum 
begins in our infant 
room and continues 
through Pre-K 
featuring foreign 
languages, music, 
music lessons 
for our school aged children, 

computer 
training, 
amazing 
athletes and 
Tiny Danzerz®.
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Big Cats & Other Not So Tall Tales
    

by Heather Darrow of Collin College

When Nicole Brown becomes an ele-
mentary school teacher her class 
will sit at rapt attention to her 

story time tales. She will tell the wide-
eyed boys and girls about the time she 
stood close to 200-pound cougars with 
piercing green eyes and sleek brown fur 
and how they purred and swatted at holi-
day lights as though they were housecats 
playing with pieces of twine. Her stu-
dents will be able to visualize her unique 
experience and also hear the story of 
how she came to be in a place with more 
than 50 large, exotic felines.

The children will learn about Collin 
College and the value of volunteering. 
Brown took a psychology service learn-
ing class at the college and volunteered 
at In-Sync Exotics, a Collin County wildlife 
rescue and education center, which cur-
rently houses 12 cougars, 24 tigers and a 
total of 53 rescued, exotic cats.

“They are huge. I have never been that 
close to big animals. They had everything: 
cougars, lions, tigers and even a white 
tiger. There were so many of them. Usually 
when you are at a zoo there is a cage, but 
you are behind a wall. At this sanctuary, 
you can get close to the cages. It was really 
fun and different,” Brown said.

According to Lisa Williams, media direc-
tor for In-Sync Exotics, these cats can-
not go to zoos because they are inbred. 
The cougars were people’s pets, and 
the tigers and lions were initially used 
to make money, in ways such as having 
photos taken with the cubs. Later, they 
were used for breeding. Eventually, they 
were cast aside and underfed; some were 
on the verge of death before they made 
their way to the sanctuary. 

“My sister attends Collin College, and 
she completed service learning at our 
facility as well. The service that is pro-
vided by Collin College volunteers is val-
ued and appreciated. What the volun-
teers provide is immeasurable. We could 
not offer the sanctuary without volun-
teers. It is what keeps us going and makes 
us able to take care of the cats. We never 
sell the cats or give them away. They stay 
with us forever,” Williams said.

Last year, more than 900 Collin College 
students volunteered with more than 200 
community partners and logged in more 
than 14,000 service learning hours.

A hands-on learner, Brown especially 
enjoyed the service learning aspect of 
class and highly recommends it to oth-
ers. She plans to earn a bachelor’s degree 
in 2013. While her future students will 
be keyed up about lions, tigers and cou-
gars, Brown’s excitement revolves around 
teaching and building a better classroom 
and community.  

“I was not used to volunteering. It is 
definitely time well spent and it was an 
eye opener. The psychology behind it 
for me was learning that there are peo-
ple who are willing to give back to the 
community when they have no ulterior 
motive to do that and how that shapes 
them as a person. Volunteering makes 
you feel better about yourself.”

For information about Collin College 
classes, visit www.collin.edu.  •

Become an In-Sync Volunteer
In-Sync Exotics is run almost entirely on 
volunteer labor and assistance is always 
welcome. If you would like to volunteer 
your time to help these magnificent ani-
mals, please contact our volunteer coordi-
nator, Chemyn Reaney. 

Age requirements:
• Age 13-15 - may volunteer with a 

responsible adult and with parental 
consent.

• Age 16-17 - must have parental 
consent.

In addition to volunteers helping with the 
day-to-day chores, we also need skilled vol-
unteers to help us with special projects:

Skilled Volunteers:
• Welders
• Plumbers
• Electricians
• Landscapers
• Carpenters

Marketing Support Volunteers:
• Press Contacts
• Finding contributions
• Setting up corporate/business 

sponsors
• Designing fundraising materials
• Producing/printing fundraising 

materials
• Obtaining donations for stocking  

gift shop

Community Service

Community Service hours are available 
7 days a week from 10:30 AM - 4:30 PM. 
Children ages 13-15 must be accompa-
nied by a parent. Contact Vicky Keahey at 
972-442-6888 to schedule hours.

Service Projects

We have many opportunities available for 
individuals and groups who wish to fulfill 
service project requirements or interests. 

If your employer has a volunteer/grant 
program, please consider volunteering 
your time with In-Sync Exotics.

www.insyncexotics.org
photo provided by In-Sync Exotics

Ricki Hart training Lucca.
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A tornado roars through your neighborhood. At first 
you are relieved to find your home and family 
unscathed, but emerging from your house a differ-

ent story unfolds--others in your neighborhood have not 
fared so well. Streets are impassable, blocked with debris 
– many homes are severely damaged. The odor of natural 
gas fills the air and Ms. Jones next door is screaming that 
she is dying. Residents fran-
ticly call 911 but the lines are 
jammed or simply not work-
ing. Fire and police will not be 
able to respond for hours. 

 Groups of distressed and 
disoriented neighbors begin 
gathering in the streets. Your 
neighbors are looking for help 
and most are ready to accept 
direction. In an authoritative, 
yet calming voice, you explain 
the need to take care of their 
neighborhood first and pro-
vide assurance that fire and 
police are aware of the need 
and will eventually respond.

 Gathering and assessing information from the 
neighbors you determine the most serious prob-
lem is leaking natural gas. Jumping into action, you 
organize teams to move throughout the neighbor-
hood and turn off the gas, check for injured peo-
ple, and observe and record the extent of the dam-
age. Attending to Ms. Jones, you re-assure her that 
her minor scrapes and cuts are not life threatening. 

 Your calm, swift, decisive action is a direct result 
of training received as a member of the Wylie 
Community Emergency Response Team (CERT).

 CERT is a volunteer organization with chapters throughout 
the country focused on emergency preparedness and disaster 
response techniques. Local government prepares for every-
day emergencies, however, a large scale disaster could occur 
that may overwhelm the community’s immediate response 
capability. 

 CERT teams support and work directly with local Public 
Safety officials in the event of community emergencies and 
train neighbors to be prepared for hazards that threaten their 
families and community. CERT training gives people the deci-
sion-making, organizational, and practical skills to offer imme-
diate assistance to family members, neighbors, and associates 
while waiting for help.

 Citizen volunteer Bill Blanton, Wylie Fire Marshal Steve 
Seddig and Wylie Fire-Rescue Captain Robert Ballard recognized 

the potential of a CERT program 
and began laying the ground-
work for Wylie in 2006.  The first 
class of fifteen students gradu-
ated the CERT program in June 
2008. Today, under the direction 
of Emergency Manager Debbie 
Buccino, CERT of Wylie consists 
of 45 members spread through-
out the community, comprised 
of people from all walks of life, 
including retail managers, archi-
tects, nurses, engineers, law-
yers, and electricians. Chances 
are there is a trained CERT mem-
ber in your neighborhood. 

 The eight-week CERT train-
ing focuses on basic disaster response skills includ-

ing fire safety, light search and rescue, 
team organization and disaster medical 
operations. Prior to graduation, students 
put their training to the test during a 
simulated disaster exercise integrat-
ing fire, police and other local agen-
cies. Future training is planned in the 
areas of damage assessment and shelter 
management. 

Recently CERT volunteers teamed up 
with Wylie Fire-Rescue and high school 
students for a Smoke Detector Blitz. 
Volunteers visited more than 158 homes 
inspecting smoke detectors and carbon 
monoxide detectors, installing more than 
98 detectors. CERT teams may also be 
found putting their planning and organi-

zational skills to work at local events or assisting fire-rescue and 
police in safety initiatives.  •

Go to www.citizencorps.gov/cert for more information on CERT.

Are you prepared in the event of a disaster? 
Join your local CERT team today.
CERT of Wylie - 972-442-8110
	 Debbie	Buccino,	Emergency	Management	Coordinator
	 debbie.buccino@wylietexas.gov
CERT of Sachse - 469-429-4791
	 cert@cityofsachse.com
CERT of Murphy - 972-468-4300
	 mlee@murphytx.org

by Craig Kelly - Wylie City Information Officer

Dennis Gibbons, Bill 
Blanton, Mayor Eric 
Hogue, Gilbert Tamez 
at National Night Out

Jack Rickert and 
Marlene Baptiste learn 
about the PHI Air 
Medical’s capabilities.

Dennis Gibbons, Meshach Baptiste and Chris 
Larson transport an accident victim during a 
disaster drill.

photos provided by the City of Wylie 

Volunteer

Community Emergency 
Response Team
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Designed to assist families in the Wylie community during the holiday season, Reach for a Star is an outreach program sponsored by the City of 
Wylie and supported by the WISD, community churches, and local businesses and organizations. Pick up a star(s) at City Hall, Wal-Mart, Brookshires, 
Woodbridge Golf Club, American National Bank, Bank of America, Capital One, Chase Bank, Inwood National Bank or Texans Credit Union.  Purchase 
new toys and drop them off by December 4th at Wylie Fire Administration (801-A South Highway 78) or the pick-up location of the star.

Equest provides therapeutic sports riding classes and hippotherapy to over 200 clients every week. After being the first therapeutic riding program in Texas 
founded in 1981, we have become one of the largest non-profit therapeutic riding centers in the state. We serve children and adults with all types of physical, 
mental and emotional disabilities.  (972)412-1099  www.equest.org

Every day children victimized by abuse find their way to Collin County Children’s Advocacy Center. When they arrive, they find caring professionals 
and volunteers who dedicate themselves to helping children through the nightmare of abuse. Families find support and resources. Most importantly, children and their 
families together find a place where healing begins. Collin County Children’s Advocacy Center takes action to identify, protect, and improve the lives of abused and 
neglected children.  (972)633-6600  www.cacplano.org

The Wylie Meals on Wheels program provides home delivered lunches to qualified senior citizens who are 60 years of age and older and live within the 
Wylie city limits or Wylie ISD boundaries. Eligibility is not based on income. Applications are accepted by telephone with a brief home visit for staff evaluation to 
determine eligibility. Meals on Wheels of Wylie is not a governmental agency and depends solely on the generosity of donors. Meal participants are encouraged 
to donate to the cost of their meals. To sign up for the Meals on Wheels program, to donate or to volunteer, call (972)824-0001.  

The mission of the Wylie ISD Education Foundation is “ to promote quality education by supporting enhancements through innovative programs 
and initiatives in the Wylie Independent School District.”  The Foundation is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization. The purpose of the foundation is to solicit, 
manage, and distribute funds for enrichment purposes in programs not otherwise funded by the district.  To date, the foundation has awarded over $149,000 in 
grants to educators of Wylie ISD.  www.wylieisd.net/foundation

In-Sync Exotics Wildlife Rescue & Educational Center, located in Wylie, is a non-profit organization dedicated to the rescue of exotic felines. We are 
home to 51 exotic cats and one coatimundi that have been rescued from abusive or neglectful situations or from owners who could no longer care for them. 
So as not to contribute to the overpopulation of captive felines, we do not buy, sell, trade or breed our cats. We just provide them with a safe, nurturing 
home for the remainder of their lives. We’re open to the public Saturdays and Sundays, 11 a.m. - 6 p.m.. Cost is a requested donation of $10/adult, $7/child. 
Children 5 and under are free. We also offer educational tours at group rates by appointment. All donations, including admission fee, are tax deductible.   
972-442-6888  www.insyncexotics.com 

The mission of Special Olympics Texas is to provide year-round sports training and athletic competition in a variety 
of Olympic-type sports for people eight years of age and older with intellectual disabilities [mental retardation], giving them 
continuing opportunities to develop physical fitness, demonstrate courage, experience joy and participate in the sharing of 
gifts, skills and friendship with their families, other Special Olympics athletes and the community.  www.sotx.org

Founded by the Wylie Ministerial Alliance, the Wylie Christian Care Center helps those who are down on their luck.  They provide temporary help with 
food, clothes, rent, utilities, school supplies and household items.  The Center receives no government assistance and is run by volunteer workers.  The Center is 
supported by local churches, businesses, schools, civic organizations and individuals.  The Center is always in need of canned meats, peanut butter, jelly, cereal, 
fruit and tomato products.  In addition, the Center accepts monetary donations and hosts various fundraisers throughout the year. To donate food, contact the 
Christian Care Center at (972)442-4341.

Lend a helping hand this holiday season.

Blackland Prairie Raptor Center is dedicated to environmental preservation through public education and the conservation of birds 
of prey and wildlife in their natural habitat. Named after the tallgrass prairie that once covered more than 23,500 square miles of Texas from the Red 
River to San Antonio, Blackland Prairie Raptor Center is a rehabilitation and conservation education organization, specializing in fostering better public 
understanding of the relationship between birds of prey and healthy ecosystems. Our dedicated group of volunteers has a combined total of over 30 years 
experience presenting raptor outreach programs as well as over 70 years of raptor rehabilitation experience. At this time, we are continuing our expansion 
of education programming and developing plans to build a permanent facility for both education and rehabilitation at Brockdale Park in Lucas. To learn 
more about our programs call 469-964-9696 or go to  www.bpraptorcenter.org

Throwaway
Ponies

Throwaway Ponies is a nonprofit, 501(c)(3) program dedicated to the rescue and rehabilitation of horses. Our goal is to improve the quality of 
life for these horses and the successful retirement of working horses. Our passion is two-fold... 1. To provide a safe haven for horses who might be abused, 
neglected or possibly euthanized because of their age or physical condition. 2. To provide equine assisted therapy to women and children who have been 
physically, emotionally or sexually abused in order to build self confidence, self-esteem and physical strength. This is done through providing riding lessons 
and/or working with horses on the ground. Our mission is to provide a safe environment for people to grow emotionally and physically using equine assisted 
growth, learning and therapy. Contact us at 214-202-1390 or  www.throwawayponies.org



42  • The Connection • November/December 2010

CONNECTIONChamber

Welcome New Chamber Members!

www.wyliechamber.org
108-A West Marble St.

Wylie, TX 75098 
972-442-2804

Pampered Pets Grooming
Susie Herrington
(469)877-7387

America’s Credit Resolve
Scott Freda
(214)390-3280
www.americascreditresolve.com

Savage Precision Fabrication., Inc.   
W.T. Gardner     
(972)429-0993
www.savage-precision.com

Fireman Heating & AC  
Todd Herrington  
(972)400-8446
www.firemanhvac.com

Ebby Halliday, Realtors   
Alyssa Hendrick     
(972)772-1126

PolySeal Coating Solutions
Chris & Georgia Smith
(972)765-6275
www.polysealcoating.com

Woodbridge Bible Fellowship      
David Keuss       
(972)249-7838
david.keuss@gmail.com

Plano Children’s Medical Clinic
Susan Shuler
(972) 801-9689
www.plano-cmc.org

Stone & Associates Printing
Diane & Kyle Stone
(972)442-3279
www.stoneandassociatesprinting.com

Blue Ivey School
Alicia Larsen
972-414-4839
blueiveyschool.com

www.sachsechamber.com
2924 5th Street

Sachse, Texas 75048
972-496-1212

Kenny Bunch Plumbing
Kenny Bunch
(972) 429-5213
www.kennybunchplumbing.com
 
Miller Law Firm, PLLC
Aaron Miller
(214) 292-4225
www.aaronmillerlaw.com
 
Nationwide Insurance
Elizabeth Magiera
(972) 461-9919
www.weinsurefamilies.com
 
Plano Children’s Medical Clinic
Susan Shuler
(972) 801-9689
www.plano-cmc.org
 
Viewpoint Bank
Demond Dawkins
(972) 801-5747
www.viewpointbank.com
 
First Baptist Church—Sachse
Pastor Rick Morrow
(972) 495-1142
 www.firstbaptistsachse.com

Speedy Mart & Beverage
Jessie Chhina
(214) 621-8785
 
Best Western Wylie Inn
Dellyn Lohmar
(972) 429-1771
www.bestwestern.com

murphychamber.org
120 E. FM 544 Ste 72 PMB 157

Murphy, TX 75094
972-805-3749

Kenny Bunch Plumbing 
Kenny Bunch
972-429-5213
www.kennybunchplumbing.com

Nationwide Insurance 
Melissa Crabtree
Elizabeth Magiera
972-461-9919 
www.weinsurefamilies.com

Asset Media
Jeanne Jacobs
972-989-8812
www.assetmediainc.com

The Full Spectrum
Ruth Ononogbu
214-407-2692
www.TheFullSpectrum.us

Medical Center of Plano
Mary Jo Dean
972-519-1116
www.themedicalcenterofplano.com

Plano Children’s Medical Clinic
Susan Shuler
(972) 801-9689
www.plano-cmc.org

Yogurtville
Danny Sim
972-422-5200
www.yogurtvilleusa.com

Wylie Chamber of Commerce 2009 
Citizen of the Year, John Mondy, 

presents Stacie Gooch with the 
2010 Citizen of the Year award 

at the Chamber’s Annual Awards 
Banquet held in January each year.
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Vision Source!
$10 $10

$10 $10

Craig Schackerer, O.D.
303 S. Hwy 78, #203, Wylie, TX 75098

(972)442-2020

Eye Exams, Glasses, Contact Lenses
Present this ad for $10 off your bill.

Craig Schacherer, O.D.

“Serving Wylie since 1989”

Wheel Alignment
$15OFF

Inspect steering and suspension, 
align to manufacturer’s specifications

Most vehicles. Save off regular price.

Shop fees in the amount of 6% of labor charges will be added to invoices 
greater than $30. These fees will not exceed $25 and represent costs and 
profits. Shop fees not applicable in CA or NY.

See store for complete description and details. Redeem this 
coupon at your participating Firestone Complete Auto Care 
store. Not to be combined with another offer on same product 
or service and not to be used to reduce outstanding debt. No 
cash value. Offer void where prohibited.

Expires 12/31/09

Brake Service
$40OFF

Install new brake pads, resurface 
rotors, inspect brake components

Most vehicles. Save off regular price.

Shop fees in the amount of 6% of labor charges will be added to invoices 
greater than $30. These fees will not exceed $25 and represent costs and 
profits. Shop fees not applicable in CA or NY.

See store for complete description and details. Redeem this 
coupon at your participating Firestone Complete Auto Care 
store. Not to be combined with another offer on same product 
or service and not to be used to reduce outstanding debt. No 
cash value. Offer void where prohibited.

Expires 12/31/09

Standard Oil Change
$10OFF

Install new oil filter, refill up to 5 quarts 
Kendall® synthetic blend motor oil

Most vehicles. Save off regular price.

Shop fees in the amount of 6% of labor charges will be added to invoices 
greater than $30. These fees will not exceed $25 and represent costs and 
profits. Shop fees not applicable in CA or NY.

See store for complete description and details. Redeem this 
coupon at your participating Firestone Complete Auto Care 
store. Not to be combined with another offer on same product 
or service and not to be used to reduce outstanding debt. No 
cash value. Offer void where prohibited.

Expires 12/31/09

972-530-3719
5660 Lavon Dr. (Hwy 78)
Next to CVS Pharmacy at Murphy Rd. 

972-941-8370
2961 W. FM 544
Next to Collins Bros. Jeep in Wylie

Happy
Holidays!

M-F: 7am-7pm, Sat: 7am-6pm, Sun: 9am-5pm

www.firestonecompleteautocare.com
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Spend Less Now, Live It Up Later
A little “delayed gratification” may help you retire more comfortably

 
provided by Jal Dennis Group

Money

Baby boomers are known for 
wanting more out of life – 
and for living life on their 

own terms. They also get a bad 
rap as a generation weaned on 
instant gratification – wanting it 
all now, wanting to have it both 
ways.

It is neither wise nor truth-
ful to paint a generation with a 
broad brush. What we do know 
in 2010 is that more Americans 
than ever are poised to retire. 
In fact, 10,000 Americans will 
turn 65 each day during the next 
18 years. Will their retirements 
match their expectations?

Are boomers in for a collective 
shock? Many boomers are used 
to affluence and expect creature 
comforts in retirement. Yet many 
may not understand how much 
money retirement will require. A 
2010 study from the non-profit 
Employee Benefit Research 
Institute estimates that about 
half of “early” boomers (those 
aged 56-62) will face a retire-
ment shortfall – someday, they 
will have inadequate income 
to pay medical costs and core 
retirement expenses. EBRI also 
estimates that 43.7% of “late” 
boomers (those aged 46-55) are 
likely to exhaust their retirement 
savings as well.

Investing aside, what about the way 
we spend? EBRI research director Jack 
VanDerhei told TheStreet.com that beyond 
federal policy decisions, “[what is] even 
more important is to identify which of 
those households still have time to modify 
their behavior to achieve retirement secu-
rity, and how they need to proceed.” 

What is a need and what is a luxury? 
Now here is where it gets interesting. In 
a new survey of more than 1,000 boom-
ers conducted by MainStay Investments, 
more than half the respondents identi-
fied “pet care” and “an internet connec-

tion” and “shopping for birthdays and 
special occasions” as basic needs. Almost 
half checked off “weekend getaways” 
and “professional hair cutting/coloring” 
as basic needs. Perhaps the definition of 
a “basic need” is expanding. Or perhaps 
we have gotten so used to these perks 
that we can’t imagine living without them 
(and not spending money on them).

Boomers are necessarily growing more 
pragmatic. The MainStay survey results 
hint at a shift in their financial outlook. 
The survey found that 76% of boom-
ers were willing to work longer and save 

more in pursuit of more retirement 
comfort.

Additionally, 40% of those sur-
veyed said they will have to delay 
retirement in order to afford their 
desired lifestyle – and 47% said 
they would be willing to live in a 
smaller house to have more of the 
above luxuries/needs. A whop-
ping 84% of respondents indicated 
they would be willing to allocate 
a portion of their assets so that 
they might have consistent life-
long income. However, just 52% of 
them were in contact with a finan-
cial consultant.

We can learn from our elders. 
Look at the sacrifices made by 
the “greatest generation”. World 
War II demanded so much from 
Americans, not only in the theatres 
of combat but at home. For several 
years, new cars weren’t manufac-
tured, travel was discouraged, and 
food, clothing and gasoline were 
rationed. The entire economy was 
rearranged, and more than 40 mil-
lion Americans had to start paying 
federal income tax.

This generation certainly under-
stood delayed gratification. Yet 
with all that economic and political 
upheaval, its members collectively 
enjoyed the most comfortable 
retirement in American history 

(and perhaps the history of the world).

Will we pay for today’s lifestyle tomor-
row? Financially, that is a risk we face. 
Many of us have not saved enough for 
retirement, and the financial markets 
have been especially volatile of late. So it 
only figures that spending less and saving 
more today could help us out tomorrow. 
Who knows - if some extra effort is put in 
now, we may end up with enough money 
to “live it up” later. •
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stock photo



Joe Boggs
Office: (972)918-0404   Mobile: (972)578-2300

jboggs@IntegrityFirstHL.com

www.integrityfirsthl.com

“Have 
mortgage 

questions?
I have the answers!”

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

INSURER

A U T O  n  H O M E

LIFE n BUSINESS

Nationwide®

Insurance &
Financial Services
Nationwide is On Your Side ® 

Melissa Crabtree
Associate Agent

crabtrm2@nationwide.com

972-461-9919

Life insurance underwritten by Nationwide® Life Insurance Company. 
Nationwide®  Mutual Insurance Company and affiliated companies
Home Office: Columbus, OH 43215-2220 • Nationwide® and the Nationwide® frame
are federally registered service marks of Nationwide® Mutual Insurance Company

Got Pests? Call the Best!
(972)442-1169
www.all-pest-solutions.com

Natalie & Wendell Daniel - Owners

Experience the 
Ultimate in 

Value, Integrity 
& Trust!

What you get with All Pest Solutions:
•  No binding contracts 
•  More than just your walls are treated
•  5,000 sq. ft. of your yard to be fire ants free
•  Rodent control
•  Carpenter ant control
•  3 step treating process outside  (where the bugs are)

•  No hidden charges

Stacie Gooch    Rob Mauga
214-728-6425              214-476-7276

Residential and Commercial
Buy, Sell, Lease or Investors

www.staciegooch.ebby.com
stacie.gooch@yahoo.com

972-442-5700  
405 S. Birmingham St., Wylie, TX 75098

    dmatern@wylieattorney.com

THE LAW OFFICE OF DEBORAH L. MATERN, PC
Family Law • Divorce • Child Support

Custody • Criminal Defense •  DWI
Assault • Wills • Probate

www.WylieAttorney.com



Thank You to the 
Community and my 

Clients for your support 
and may God Bless You 

during this Holiday Season.

205 S. Ballard Ave.
Wylie, TX 75098
www.JalDennis.com
Securities and advisory services offered through LPL Financial. 
A registered investment advisor. Member FINRA & SIPC.


