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Sachse Eye Associates
5120 Highway 78, Suite 700, Sachse, TX 75048

Murphy Eye Associates
231 E. FM 544, Suite 707, Murphy, TX 75094

972-530-2020
www.SachseEye.com

Dr. Justin Barnett OD
Sports Vision 

Specialist

Dr. Barnett wearing Nike®’s new SPARQ Vapor Strobe glasses.

Introducing the Sports Vision Institute fea-
turing the newest technology for training the 
visual systems from Nike®.

SPARQ Vapor Strobe glasses and SPARQ SST.
SPARQ Vapor Strobe glasses have lenses that 

alternately strobe to permit only intermittent 
glimpses of clear vision, while the rest of the time 
the lenses are fogged, not allowing the athlete to 
see. The flicker-
ing effect the ath-
lete sees, forces 
the perceptual 
visual mecha-
nism to process 
less information 
thereby training 
the athlete to 
react or respond faster and/or more accurately. 

SPARQ SST incorporates all the latest 3D tech-
nology, touch screen technology, and vision train-
ing techniques into one user friendly platform. 
Binocular vision (how the eyes work together), 
depth perception, peripheral vision, ability to focus, 
and other areas can all be trained using the SST. 

Nike® Vapor Strobe glasses.
We have been proud to provide the most 

advanced and comprehensive eye care available 
and will continue to be at the forefront of eye 
care. In 2010, we welcomed a new physician to 
our growing practice, Dr. Joy Lam OD. Our growing 
staff and the addition of the Sports Vision Institute 
has added another level of care available to the 
Sachse, Wylie and Murphy areas. We thank you for 
entrusting your care to us and we look forward to 
caring for you for many years to come. 
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From Foot Pain

North    Star
Foot & Ankle Associates, P.A.

Step Away

MEDICARE & MOST 
INSURANCE PLANS ACCEPTED
3600 North Star Rd., Suite 140, Richardson
By Walgreens at Renner & North Star

972-480-0072
Fax: 972-480-0073

www.northstarfoot.com

• Achilles Tendon
• Ankle Instability
• Ankle Sprains
• Arch Pain
• Arthritis of the 
   Foot & Ankle
• Athlete’s Foot
• Bunions
• Burns
• Charcot Arthropathy
• Corns & Calluses 
• Custom-Made 
   Orthotics

• Diabetic Care
• Flat Feet
• Foot Drop
• Fractures
• Fungal Toenails
• Gait Evaluation
• Ganglion Cysts
• Geriatric Foot Care
• Gout
• Hammertoes
• Heel Pain/Spurs
• Infections

• Ingrown Toenails
• Injuries
• Limb Length
   Discrepencies
• Neuromas
• Neuropathy
• Plantar Fasciitis
• Poor Circulation
• Warts
• Wounds

$40 OFF
Your Initial Visit

Includes Consultation & Complete Examination
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North    Star Foot & Ankle Associates
Richardson • 972-480-0072

With this coupon. No cash value. Not valid with other offers.  
Offer expires 10/31/2011

PARKER ROAD
VETERINARY HOSPITAL

27 Years of Dedicated & Caring Service
to Wylie and the Surrounding Area

FULL SERVICE MEDICAL 
& SURGICAL CARE

SMALL ANIMALS & HORSES
5000+sq.ft. Hospital Facility

        • IN HOUSE COGGINS LABORATORY
        • 24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

Dr. Kerin Dr. WallisDr. Abraham

One mile north of Downtown Wylie
2nd Veterinary Hospital
on Parker Rd.
(Next to the Water Tower)

Parker Rd. 
Vet. Hosp.

FM 544 Hwy 78
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www.parkerroadvet.com

707 Parker Rd • Wylie • 972-442-6523

NEW FACILITY COMING SOON!
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501 Woodbridge Parkway
Wylie, Texas 75098

www.pawylie.com

972-442-2300

It’s Cold & 
Flu Season

• Get your flu shot
• Wash your hands
• Cover your cough 
   or sneeze
• Call us for all of 
   your child’s health
   care needs



WESTGATE DENTAL
CREATING BEAUTIFUL SMILES

972.429.4311      www.mywyliedentist.com
520 W. Brown Street, Suite A, Wylie, TX 75098

 Dedicated
To Your Oral Health

   Providing
  Gentle Dental Care

     Creating
    Beautiful Natural Results

Dr. Nathan Muaina received his Doctorate of Dental Medicine 
from Case Western Reserve University in Cleveland, Ohio 
after completing his undergraduate degree at Brigham Young 
University, where he studied Spanish.

Upon completion of his predoctoral education, Dr. Muaina 
continued his training by completing an Advanced Education in 
General Dentistry residency at the University of Texas, School of 
Dentistry in Houston. During his residency, he received advanced 
training in implant dentistry, full mouth reconstructions and is 
also certified in the Invisalign procedure. Dr. Muaina maintains 
associations in many national and local organizations such as the 
American Dental Association, the Academy of General Dentistry, 
and the Texas Dental Association. 

When not in the office, Dr. Muaina loves to spend time with his 
wife Bridgette and their two boys Devin and Ty. He is an avid 
sports fan and enjoys reading, fishing, traveling, and going to the 
movies. He is an active member in his church and community.

Introducing Dr. Nathan Muaina

New Patient Special:  
Free Teeth Whitening... for LIFE!!!
All patients who present for an exam 
and cleaning before Nov. 1, 2011 
will receive free professional teeth 
whitening in our office... for life!  
Ask our office manager for details!
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BUSINESS SPOTLIGHTBUSINESS SPOTLIGHT

Dr. Cheryl Potter has been in the same loca-
tion on Rowlett Road for 15 years. She received 
her undergraduate and medical degree from 
the University of Kansas and completed her resi-
dency at the University of Texas at San Antonio.

She believes exceptional care is provided to 
patients through listening to patients’ concerns, 
reviewing their options and making a plan 
together with the patient.

She is married, has two children and enjoys 
spending time with her family.

Amy Hantes, NP joined Dr. Potter in 2001. She 
received her undergraduate degree from Baylor 
University and completed 
her master’s degree and 
nurse practitioner degree 
from Texas Woman’s 
University in Dallas. Ms. 
Hantes provides compre-
hensive care to women 
from adolescence through 
menopause. She focuses 
on providing care to her 
patients in an environment 
where they feel unrushed, 
thoroughly listened to, and 
well informed.

Gynecology: 	
	 • Annual Exams
	 • Gardasil Vaccinations
	 • Infertility
	 • Menopause Management

Procedures: 	
	 • Laparoscopic Gynecologic Surgeries
	 • Office ESSURE for sterilization
	 • Office endometrial ablation for heavy periods
	 • Urodynamics for bladder leakage
	 • Surgery to treat bladder leakage

Obstetrics: 
	 • Routine and High Risk Pregnancy
	 • Delivery at LakePointe Medical Center 
	     which has a Level III NICU
	 • Delivery at Texas Health Presbyterian 
    	     Hospital Rockwall

972-475-9505
5700 Rowlett Road, Suite 100

Rowlett, Texas 75088



  www.wyliechamber.org •  5

September/October  2011 • Volume 6 - Issue 5

On The Cover

PROFILE OF SUCCESS
8	 |	 JOSE SANTAMARIA’S KARATE
		  & KICKBOXING		

BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT
4	 |	 DR. CHERYL POTTER, MD
	 	 OBSTETRICS & GYNECOLOGY		

8
FEATURES
10	 |	 ANGELS WITH DOLL HOUSES

12	 |	 CONNECTION 5TH ANNIVERSARY
14	 |	 WYLIE CHAMPIONSHIP RODEO	
	 	 & COUNTRY FAIR

16	 |	 WYLIE ISD MYWYFI

20	 |	 ARIMAA GAME

22	 |	 COMMUNITY CALENDAR

CONNECTIONS
26	 |	 FALL FESTIVALS
30	 |	 LVN/PARAMEDIC BRIDGE

32	 |	 JJ OLSON’S LOCKS OF LOVE
34	 |	 PROSTATE CANCER SCREENING
36	 |	 RELAY FOR LIFE STORIES 

Grandmaster Jose Santamaria Jr., Master Jose Santamaria III, 
Zachary Brooklyn Santamaria & Caleb Jose Santamaria 

Wylie Championship Roceo

Ph
ot

o b
y K

at
si 

Sa
nt

am
ar

ia
.

Ph
ot

o b
y A

nn
e H

in
ey

.

40	 |	 NEW CHAMBER MEMBERS

42	 |	 LOCAL ORGANIZATIONS
43	 |	 COLORING CONTEST PAGE
44	 |	 CURRENT CD QUANDARY 

14



6  • The CONNECTION • September/October 2011

A Wylie Chamber of Commerce Publication 
250 S. Hwy. 78 | Wylie, TX 75098 

Telephone: 972-442-2804 Fax: 972-429-0139 
www.wyliechamber.org • info@wyliechamber.org

	 CHAMBER PRESIDENT 	 Mike Agnew

	 ADVISORY BOARD	 Susan Dacus
		  Aimee Nemer
		  Monica Vehige
		  Tina Stelnicki
		  Craig Kelly
	  ADVERTISING DIRECTOR 	 Becky Lindstrom
	 ART DIRECTOR/GRAPHIC DESIGNER	 Anne Hiney
	 CONTRIBUTING WRITERS	 Lori Villarreal	
		  Moriah Walton	
		  Brenda Byboth
		  Marcia Coker
		  Celso Martinez
		  LaDawn Fletcher
		  Mary Katherine DeBardeleben
		  Justin Jones
		  Janet Doleh

	 For information about advertising in The CONNECTION Magazine
please contact Becky Lindstrom at 

214•228•5844 or blindstrom@wyliechamber.org.
 Story ideas should be submitted to Anne Hiney at

theconnection.anne@mac.com.

The CONNECTION is published bimonthly by the Wylie Chamber of Commerce. It is mailed 
free of charge to over 31,000 households in the Wylie/Sachse/Murphy/Lavon area and more 
than 1,000 copies are distributed to local businesses. Contents of this magazine may not 
be reproduced without written permission from the publisher. Advertisers and advertising 
agencies assume liability for content of all advertisements. Information published in The 
CONNECTION is the opinion of the sourced authors. The Wylie Chamber of Commerce does 
not necessarily share the editorial opinions expressed in The Connection magazine. Personal 
decisions regarding health, finance and other matters should be made after consultation with 
the reader’s professional advisors. 

The “Profile of Success” cover photograph and feature article, as well as the 
“Business Spotlight”, are paid advertisements.

Occasionally we make a mistake. Let us know if you 
find one so we can correct it. We love your feedback - 
send comments to info@wyliechamber.org. Story ideas 
are always welcome and appreciated. Thanks for 
“Connecting” with us!

Just for fun, find the butterfly! Last issue if you couldn’t 
find the butterfly you weren’t alone! It was accidentally 
deleted. Many apologies!! This issue we have included it 
several times - see how many you can find!

Wylie Chamber of Commerce • 250 S. Hwy. 78 • Wylie, TX 75098
Office: 972-442-2804 • Fax: 972-429-0139

info@wyliechamber.org • www.wyliechamber.org

It’s our Birthday (please hum Beatles song here)!!

 

They say for men, the closest thing to giving birth is pass-
ing a kidney stone. Apparently “they” never tried to start a 
magazine from scratch!

 Six years ago an idea germinated in our minds to do some-
thing that was geared toward the many families that were 
moving into the area. We were looking for something that 
would “connect” everyone to the people and events that go 
on in Murphy, Sachse and Wylie. From that, we hoped they 
would get more invested in their community and take advan-
tage of what the area had to offer.

 The idea of “The CONNECTION” was born.

 

FIRST COVER

 The butterfly made its debut in September 
2006 as “The CONNECTION” was delivered to 
24,000 homes in Wylie, Sachse and Murphy, 

with 24 pages of local information. The initial Editorial Page 
referred to “connecting the dots” of information from each 
town to give the reader a picture of an area that was both 
growing and vibrant, while recognizing the people who got 
us here. 

 The first issue had two features: A story on the Wylie 
Chamber Rodeo that September and an interview with 
Mrs. Rita Smith, looking at Wylie - Then and Now. Our cur-
rent issue again features the Rodeo with the addition of 
the Country Fair in Olde City Park, taking place on Friday & 
Saturday, September 16 & 17.

 Sadly, last month we said goodbye to Miss Rita. She will be 
missed, but forever memorialized in that first issue as one of 
the people that helped put us on the map. We are better for 
knowing her.

 In the  five years since, we have put the spotlight on the 
people, pets, places, businesses and events that make our 
little corner of Collin County a special place to live and raise a 
family. The magazine has grown to almost double in size and 
now includes the City of Lavon in it’s distribution. We con-
tinue to strive to give someone who just moved into the area 
a snapshot of all the things they can see and do in a ten-mile 
radius. 

 A quick thank you to our Editorial Board, the writers who 
bring the stories to life and the advertisers who see value in 
our publication. Most importantly, thanks to all who go to 
the mailbox and make “The CONNECTION” something they 
read every two months.

 Oh, and the butterfly? It has followed us through all five-
years (with the exception of one issue – Anne?) hidden 
somewhere in the magazine for you to find. Just a hint-the 
one above is NOT the one you are looking for this issue!

We hope we are still “connecting the dots” for you. Please 
let us know if there are any “dots” that we’ve missed.
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Sun - Thur: 
11 a.m. - 10 p.m.

Fri & Sat: 
11 a.m. - 1 1 p.m.

Visit our 
Rockwall Location
3084 N. Goliad     
972-722-4866

NEW
Gluton Free
Crust
Available!

158 W FM 544, Suite 132 - Murphy, TX
BYOB

www.mogiospizza.com
972-423-8100

(up to 3 
stuffings)

LUNCH SPECIALS

• Lunch Pizza (up to 3 toppings)
• Any Sandwich With Chips
• Any Pasta with Cheese Bread
• Lunch Calzone or Stromboli 
• Soup, Salad & Bread
• LUNCH 1 Topping Pizza • • • • • • • $3.99

Mon - Fri
11 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Includes a Salad

Try our Manager’s Specials 
All Day, Every Day!

WE DELIVER!

• Pizza • Pasta 
• Calzone • Stromboli 

• Buffalo Wings 
• Sandwiches 

• Salads • Soups

Specialty
Pizza

$10.99
 

Cheese + 
1 Topping 
$8.99

Valid thru 10/31/11
Not valid with manager’s special.

Not valid with any other coupon or special.

15% OFF 
TOTAL BILL
(Tax & Gratuity 

is excluded)

Valid thru 10/31/11
Not valid with manager’s special.

Not valid with any other coupon or special.

Valid thru 10/31/11
Not valid with manager’s special.

Not valid with any other coupon or special.

+tax +tax

4th Anniversary Sale

“I’ve had pizza all over the world - New York, Chicago, even Italy - and none of it has been any better than Mogio’s!”

FREE Lunch 
Special

BUY ONE Lunch Special 
GET ONE FREE 

with the purchase of 
2 soft drinks. 

Large Pizza
OR

Low Carb & Whole Wheat Pizzas

Voted Best Pizza  ~  3rd Year Running!

Industrial and Commercial 
Development Are 
Welcome in Wylie!

“Over the past ten years, Wylie has successfully 
attracted 1.7 million square feet of new industrial 
and commercial development, valued in excess 
of $262 million and creating more than 2,600 
new employment opportunities in the Wylie 
community. From the extrusion of aluminum to 
circuit board design and development, the Wylie 
Economic Development Corporation aggressively 
pursues new investment.”
           ~ Sam Satterwhite, 
                     EDC Executive Director

Wylie Economic Development
C O R P O R A T I O N www.wylieedc.com | (972)442-7901
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A llow me introduce myself...my name is Jose M. 
Santamaria Jr. I am the owner of Jose Santamaria’s 
Karate & Kickboxing. I come from a military background. 

While my dad was in the army we were stationed at Ft. Hood in 
Killeen, Texas. It was there I went to school, graduating in 1969 
from Killeen High School.

Taekwondo Grandmaster Jhoon Rhee, who was not only 
my teacher, but also my friend and mentor, inspired me to get 
started in 1966. I originally established Jose Santamaria’s Karate 
and Kickboxing in Killeen, ultimately moving to Austin where I 
opened seven locations. After Austin I opened my first North 
Texas location in Garland. Our second North Texas school offi-
cially opened in Wylie on June 1st, 2011 and the response to 
this location has been “Super”! We teach adult kickboxing and 
family martial arts in addition to a program for pre-kindergar-
teners. It is the ultimate way to build confidence, self-esteem, 
develop self-discipline, self-control and athletic skills, while hav-
ing lots of fun!

Although my professional career has touched on many 
areas, my passion has always been to work with people who 
want to improve their health and fitness. Our goal is to help 
people get in shape while learning self-defense and, above all 
else, empowerment. At our school we teach children behavior 
modification, life skills and character education through mar-
tial arts. We place a strong emphasis on self-discipline believ-
ing that we ‘do things that we need to do when we don’t nec-
essarily want to do them’. 

I am a people person, a “Pied Piper”, says my lovely bride and 
best friend of 40 years, Sharon. Together we were blessed with 
two children – our beautiful daughter Karron and handsome 
son Jose III. Jose and his wife, Katsi, have added more enjoy-
ment to our lives with two grandsons, Caleb Jose, who is four 
and Zachary Brooklyn, who is nine months. Outside of family, 
my involvement in the community has always been important. 
I originally joined the chamber in Killeen to network, but soon 
found out there was much more to it than developing busi-

JOSE SANTAMARIA
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ness connections. In order to serve the community I eventually 
became president of the Killeen Junior Chamber (Jaycees) in 
1975 and again in 1977. While involved with Jaycees, I helped 
them grow from 79 members when I joined, to over 300. 

In an effort to continue to positively impact the community, I 
helped start crime stoppers in Killeen, serving as the Chairman/
President. We participated in 
raising funds for the program 
by putting on events such as 
a carnival. Some of the best 
memories for my wife and 
me are donating our time to 
local organizations. We have 
participated in events such 
as the Labor Day Rest Stop, 
an underprivileged children’s 
shopping tour, the Jr. Miss 
Pageant, serving on the Board 
of Directors for the Boys Club 
as well as the local scholarship 
committee. Additionally I was 
the president and founder of 
the Amateur Organization of 
Karate (AOK) as well as the 
national Black Belt League 
(NBL) Texas state chapter.

My family and I came to Wylie nearly four months ago and I 
remember driving into the downtown area. I met two wonder-
ful “old-timers” who welcomed me with a very cheerful attitude 
and instantly made me feel right at home. Because of my past 
experience working with Chambers of Commerce, I inquired 
where the chamber office was located. They directed me to the 
Wylie Chamber where I was able to meet the staff. It was there 
that I was invited to attend the weekly business card exchange. 
Little did I know that this would start the next chapter in my life. 
Upon attending the meeting the next day I not only met a great 
bunch of people who welcomed me with open arms, But to my 
surprise I met a former Killeen resident; It was almost like I had 
never left home! I was later invited to attend the Murphy busi-
ness card exchange as well as the Sachse chamber luncheon. I 
soon found myself attending a Ribbon Cutting in downtown 
Wylie and before you know it I had surrounded myself with 
community minded folks like me who want to serve the commu-
nity and have fun helping others. 

Business cannot begin with one person alone. I would like 
to take this opportunity to thank the following people for sign-
ing up themselves and their families as charter members of 
the Academy, which has helped lay the foundation for my suc-
cess here in Wylie. My daughter-in-law, Katsi Santamaria, 
Photography by Katsi; Belinda Hockett, Majestic Ballroom and 
Dance Center; Dallas Jones, Jones Professional Group; Amy 
Lankford, Signs Now Plano; Allen Krom, ACD Learning Solutions; 
Sony Dao, Sony Dao’s Lawn and Landscaping and Donna Brooks, 
Herbalife. Over the years I can attribute my business success 
to three things I try to live by and I and ask of my members; 1) 
Join, 2) Begin a project and learn with heart, 3) Share it with 
others. 

Call today to schedule your first appointment and get started 
in the fun. Jose Santamaria’s Karate and Kickboxing may be 
reached at 972-918-9994. You can find us on the web at www.
StartKarate.com or www.GarlandKickboxing.com. You can also 
“Like” us on Facebook at Santamaria’s Karate and Kickboxing 
Wylie. We hope to help you improve your life soon! •

972-918-9994
Wylie, TX

www.StartKarate.com Photography by Katsi
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s long as humanity has existed, 
cultures have tried to describe 
what angels look like. If you 

asked the people of ancient India, they 
would tell of invisible beings that live at 
the center of stars. If you asked most 
Americans today, they would prob-
ably describe harpists that float over 
the clouds sporting halos and guard-
ing clumsy people from falling down 
the stairs. But if you asked the young 
patients of Children’s Medical Center 
Dallas, you would hear something 
entirely different. Angels, they would tell 
you, look exactly like Dr. Kenneth and 
Cecilia Christopherson.

In spite of Dr. Christopherson being an 
honest-to-goodness rocket scientist, the 
couple never lived in a star. They make 
their home on a perfectly ordinary street 
in Sachse. They don’t wear sparkly gold 
rings around their head, they don’t have 
pearly gates, and they never go flying 
down Highway 78 with feathery wings 
and white robes. All the same, with their 
dollhouses and infinite generosity, they 
have been viewed as angelic by countless 
children and their families.

Yes, dollhouses. But not ordinary ones. 
Each Christopherson dollhouse is intri-
cately and painstakingly handmade, 
and every single one is unique. Over the 
years, various individuals have offered Dr. 

Christopherson thousands of dollars for 
just one of the ornately detailed works 
of art that he and his wife design, con-
struct, and decorate from their home. 
Most people would jump at the chance, 
but the Christophersons are not most 
people. Instead of reaping the potentially 
lucrative benefits, the couple take their 
masterpieces and donate them to the 
playrooms of the often critically, some-
times terminally, ill children at Children’s 
Medical Center.

The Christophersons had a history of 
goodwill and altruism long before they 
ever started building dollhouses. Every 
Christmas, they would make angels and 
send them to retirement centers. They 
constantly gave books and toys to the 
children of friends and neighbors. When 
Cecilia was diagnosed with breast can-
cer in 2008, she told Kenneth, “[I want] 
to get my mind off of myself.” She imme-
diately began quilting, and would pres-
ent new mothers with handmade quilts. 
Their current philanthropy came when Dr. 
Christopherson, with his two doctorates 
and many degrees, put his engineering 
mind to an unusual project: making two 
dollhouses.

“I built some years ago for two nieces,” 
he explained in an interview. It was a 
labor of love for the family-centered cou-
ple, but it was not going to stop there. 

They soon found that they had a real 
knack for creating the houses, and what 
was supposed to be a one-time proj-
ect soon blossomed into a hobby. “I like 
building things,” the physicist shrugged 
with a grin.

“He’s such a perfectionist!” Cecilia 
exclaimed of Kenneth. She then described 
the meticulous attention to detail of her 
husband, who was extremely attuned to 
what his little nieces did and did not want 
in a dollhouse. His motto is, she declared, 
“’Little girls love bling and color’. And he 
just has such an eye for it!” She could 
say this with utmost authority, because 
while Dr. Christopherson often chose the 
color scheme, she was generally in charge 
of the actual painting of the houses and 
their tiny pieces of furniture, most of 
which the two also made themselves.

As their hobby continued, they gained 
more expertise. Dr. Christopherson could 
look at a picture of a dollhouse in a maga-
zine and replicate, even better the design 
he saw. However, when the day came that 
the Christophersons realized that they 
would not stop building any time soon, 
they had to ask themselves the inevitable 
question. Dr. Christopherson shook his 
head and asked, “Now, what am I going to 
do with all of these?”

The decision to donate their works to 
the children who needed them the most 

By Moriah Walton

Photo by Anne Hiney.
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was perfectly natural for the two philan-
thropists. Because they had spent time 
in hospitals while Cecilia battled breast 
cancer, they understood all the more 
how special it would be for the little girls 
at Children’s. They especially wanted to 
give them the chance to escape the often 
painful world of medical treatment and 
“just be little girls” for a while. 

The Christophersons blatantly refuse 
to sell their dollhouses. “That’s one little 
girl that won’t get one”, they explained. 
However, building them is by no means 
cheap. They make most of the furniture 
themselves, but always include a store-
bought gumball machine and Tiffany lamp 
as a sort of signature. A typical house 
costs about $250 to build without dona-
tions, and even with generous deals from 
places like Lowe’s and Michael’s, they 
generally make do with highly innovative 
uses of everyday items. Wrapping paper 
becomes wallpaper, rhinestones become 
doorknobs, plastic bakery containers 
become windowpanes. In spite of the 
cost, the two plan on building and donat-
ing the houses for many years to come.

The Christophersons regularly receive 
letters of thanks from the Children’s staff. 
These are always heartfelt, and the sto-
ries they tell are remarkable. One letter 
told the touching account of a 7-year-old 
girl who was too ill to leave her hospi-
tal room to play. The staff placed one of 
the Christopherson houses in her room 
for her “therapeutic” use. Her ability to 
cope with her illness changed “dramati-
cally”, according to Child Life Department 
Supervisor Amy Garcia, and her mother 
was so grateful to see her child “come 
back”.

Another little girl had been hospitalized 
at Children’s for over 100 days. Every sin-
gle day, she had visited the playroom and 
played with the dollhouse. She was sad to 
leave it when she was finally discharged. 
The day that she left, she was shocked 
and thrilled to find the dollhouse in the 
back of her car. Staff members literally 
cried tears of joy at her excited disbelief 
that she actually got to keep the toy that 
had helped her through her long stay. 

The consensus remains. When the 
Christophersons donate, they don’t just 
give dollhouses: they give hope. And that 
is what angels look like. •

If you would like to donate funds or materials to the 
Christophersons’ efforts, please contact them at (214) 
549-2810. They also welcome assistance with painting 
the furnishings!

Doll house photos provided by the Christophersons.
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A little more than five years ago, the president of the 
Wylie Chamber of Commerce, Mike Agnew, saw 
an exciting opportunity for the communities of 

Wylie, Sachse and Murphy. These small cities, bordered 
by Rockwall/Rowlett, Garland and Plano, form a unique 
“geographic horseshoe” that isn’t covered by the larger 
cities’ community magazines. 

“A void existed,” Agnew said. “We needed a way to 
connect our communities by sharing information about 
local events. Newcomers want to know what their city 
offers. And since a lot of people are commuters, who 
leave early for work and return home late, they don’t 
know what activities, services, and businesses are avail-
able close to home. Ideas started bubbling through and 
the result was The Connection magazine.”

Published bi-monthly by the Wylie Chamber of 
Commerce, The Connection celebrates its fifth anni-
versary with this issue. It has almost doubled in size 
in five years, growing from 24 pages to 40 – and soon 
it may max out at 48 pages. The three people responsible for 
its longevity and quality – Agnew, advertising director Becky 
Lindstrom, and art director/graphic designer Anne Hiney, tack-
led the task of producing a new magazine with the energy 
needed to give birth. 

“We put the first issue together in three and a half weeks,” 
Lindstrom said. “We really worked hard. Holding that first issue 
in our hands was a very proud moment. It’s a little bit like rais-
ing a child, and now we have a maturing product that reflects 
well on our community.”

 The magazine not only showcases unique individuals and 
businesses in our area, it also provides a detailed calendar of 
community events and timely articles on everything from finan-
cial tips for women to keeping kids safe in a high-tech world. 

“The Connection is fulfilling its purpose of being that gate-
way to the community you live in,” Agnew said. “When some-
one new picks up the magazine for the first time, they will find 
something interesting that can get them involved.”

The magazine is delivered to approximately 32,000 house-
holds in Wylie, Sachse, Murphy, and Lavon. It’s also a great ave-
nue for local advertisers to reach their target market.

“We’ve had several advertisers with us from the first issue,” 
Lindstrom said. “They’ve made a significant investment over the 
years because they get excellent results.”

One long-time advertiser, Mo Jallad, owner of Mogio’s 
Gourmet Pizza in Murphy, has seen those results. “I’ve been 

advertising in The Connection since the first issue and have got-
ten very good response,” he said. “I like everything about the 
magazine because of its great quality. It has brought me many 
repeat customers. We ask our new customers how they heard 
about us. Often they bring in the ad.” 

Dr. Beth Anderson, owner of Wylie Eye Center, started run-
ning ads when her business opened in 2010. “The impact is 
huge,” she said. “The ads generate lots of phone calls. Plus the 
magazine helps me communicate what’s new in my business. 
It would be harder to do that any other way.” She noted that 
working with The Connection’s staff is a pleasure. “Becky and 
Anne are phenomenal, always ready to take whatever photos 
are needed or meet us anywhere.”

Tiry Williams, owner of Williams Lawns, agrees. “I’ve known 
Becky and Anne a long time,” he said. “Anne is very creative, 
and Becky is a real go-getter. Anne does a great job with ad 
design. I got callers immediately after my first ad, even though 
March was not an ideal time to start advertising a lawn care 
company.”

When Wylie Oral Surgery appeared on the magazine’s cover, 
they had eighteen new clients within two weeks. And recently, 
local book binder Joseph York stopped by the magazine’s offices 
to say thank you. He was featured in an article that resulted in 
eight new clients within 24 hours of the magazine’s distribution.

“We’ve found a unique way to approach our readership,” 
Lindstrom said. “The articles are a quick read and are stories 
people want to know about. We’re able to provide informa-
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hides a small butterfly in all issues, 
challenging readers to find it just for 
fun.

Besides bringing citizens and busi-
ness owners together to form a 
closer-knit community, another ben-
efit of The Connection is its economic 
impact. “The magazine gives you the 
information needed for you to have 
a fun family night out, for example,” 
Agnew said. “You stay in town and 
spend your dollars here. That circu-
lates back to the community in the 
form of lower property taxes and bet-
ter city services. It’s a circle of bene-
fits for everyone.”

The success of The Connection has 
given the Wylie Chamber staff the 
skills to expand into more publish-
ing ventures, including the Chamber 
Directory and the new Steals and 
Deals coupon book distributed 
throughout Wylie, Sachse, Murphy 
and Lavon.

How will the staff celebrate The Connection’s fifth anniversary? 

“I don’t know that we have time to celebrate,” Lindstrom laughed. 
“Maybe there will be a silent pause followed by a loud ‘WOO HOO!’ 
Then we’ll need to get back to work on the next issue.” •

tion about community events 
and bring to the surface what you 
have at your fingertips right here 
in your neighborhood.”

A great example of how The 
Connection actually connects 
readers and advertisers in a posi-
tive way is in this story Anne 
Hiney told:

“After an assembly at my son’s 
elementary school, one of his 
friends came up to me holding the 
magazine and was so excited to 
show me that he had recognized 
my name with one of the photo-
graphs I had taken. It was really 
sweet of him, but what excited 
me more was to see that his 
mom had cut out all the coupons 
to use! It was great to know that 
our readers were benefitting and 
our advertisers would see some 
return on their investment.”

Over the years, certain themes 
have become popular enough to repeat in the magazine. “The 
animal issue is huge,” Agnew said. It always showcases local pet 
owners and their cats, dogs, birds, or other unique pets. 

One creature appears in every issue, inspired by the very 
first cover of The Connection. It pictured a butterfly, so the staff 
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CONNECTION

a cowboy is not a cowboy with-
out a rodeo; a rodeo is not a rodeo 
without a cowboy and Wylie would 
just not be Wylie without the Wylie 
Championship Rodeo!
The Wylie Championship Rodeo 

will be held September 16th & 17th. 
Chamber President Mike Agnew, 
Rodeo Chairman Red Byboth and 
Rodeo Producer Wes Ward have 
teamed up to put on this annual 
Rodeo for nearly 8 years. 
The rodeo changed from the Ranch 

Rodeo style to the United Pro Rodeo 
Association (UPRA) 8 years ago, and 
expanded to 2 nights. “It has truly 
been a labor of love (emphasis on 
the labor) putting on the Rodeo these 
past 7 years and what you will see 
in September is a testament to the 
work that people like Marvin & Malisa 
Fuller, Brent Bates, Henry & Roz 
Garland and John Mondy put into this 
event over the last 18 years. We have 
a great committee who keep coming 
back for more, carry the load and do 

the work needed to keep the Rodeo 
improving every year and it could 
not be done without their efforts” 
stressed Agnew. 
As Rodeo Producer, Wes Ward pro-

vides the rough stock for the Rodeo. 
This includes the bulls, broncs, calves 
for roping and the sheep. Wes assists 
with rounding up the cowboys for 
the event, as well as rodeo officials 
and even the rodeo clowns. Byboth 
says Wes has worked so well with the 
Chamber all these years. “He’s just a 
heck of a guy”!
Byboth says that rodeo fans wanted 

to see the rough stock, especially bull 
riding. Red and Mike work with Wes 
to incorporate other events that make 
this rodeo so special by adding local 
flavor, such as the team sorting and 
the very popular Mutton Bustin’ con-
test with local children riding some 
very ornery sheep. This year, our local 
Trinity Trail Club will present an excit-
ing riding exhibition on Friday night.
Byboth believes that the Wylie 

Championship Rodeo is one of the 
very best around. Having compared 
notes at a lot of rodeos throughout 
the country, what makes this rodeo 
so great is the overall encompass-
ing events that most rodeos don’t 
have. The Wylie Championship Rodeo 
has a large vendor area and great 
fan accommodations, such as the 
Kiddie Corral. The VIP area is a spe-
cial treat for the rodeo sponsors and 
their guests! This rodeo welcomes the 
competing cowboys with an area just 
for them and their trailers.
Byboth says that as the cities of 

Wylie, Sachse and Murphy continue 
to grow, events with this down-home, 
country flavor are more and more 
important. Nearly 20 years ago, the 
Wylie Championship Rodeo began as 
a community event and it continues 
to be one today.
Mike encourages everyone in the 

community to come out and join 
in the fun, and even participate in 
the Grand Entry if you have a horse! 

Wylie Championship Rodeo and Country Fair

September 16th & 17th
by Brenda Byboth
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“Like the town, the Rodeo has grown 
to become a great place to take the 
entire family for not just rodeo action, 
but a full evening of family fun. The 
kids’ games, concessions and Western 
shopping opportunities make it some-
thing for everyone right here in our 
backyard.” 
This year on Saturday, Sept. 17th, 

from 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. the Wylie is 
H.O.P.E.’s Country Fair is accompany-
ing the Championship Rodeo. Held 
at Wylie’s Old City Park, this fair will 
have something for everyone. 
With a stated goal of Helping Other 

People Every day, Wylie is HOPE 
enriches the community by promoting 
community service and volunteering. 
Martha Wolf, Co-Chair of this years’ 

Country Fair, says Wylie is HOPE seeks 
to “be an organization who lends a 
hand anywhere it’s needed. We do 
not want to focus on just one or two 
groups or projects but whoever is in 
need of help any time, any day in any 
of the surrounding communities”.
Proceeds from this Fair will ben-

efit the annual Back to School Fair, 
scholarships for WISD students and 
teachers, as well as other non-profits 
such as Coventry, the Christian Care 
Center and more. With so much at 
stake, Martha acknowledges it can be 
a challenge. “Yes, it’s a challenge and 
sometimes stressful, but at the end 
of each event, that “thank you” and 
the smiles of those you help is all that 
matters.”

Helping other people every day and 
having fun will go hand-in-hand at 
this year’s Country Fair! On Saturday, 
September 17, 2011, vendors and 
events will fill Old City Park in Wylie! 
Many fun events are sponsored by 
area non-profits, businesses and well-
ness groups.
If you enjoy cars, come see the 

Car Show, at the First Baptist Church 
- Wylie parking lot from 10 a.m. - 4 
p.m., sponsored by the Dallas Mopar 
Club. Do you have a good lookin’ 
little buckaroo or gal? The Women’s 
League of Wylie is sponsoring the 
Little Miss & Mister Rodeo Wylie. 
The East Fork Masonic Lodge is 

sponsoring a Carter Bloodcare blood 
drive. Try out the Trinity Trail Obstacle 
Ride or the Character Balloon Booth, 
sponsored by the Wylie Lion’s Club. 
Don’t forget to stop by the Creative 
Memories booth for craft tutorials all 
day. 
Talent will be on display with a few 

other events. For the first year, three 
competitions will be held to judge the 
best in a Photography, Scrapbooking 
and Culinary Arts Competition. The 
winners will be announced and dis-
played on Saturday.
As if fun wasn’t reason enough to 

get out and visit the Country Fair, 
Martha invites you to come visit, shop 
and perhaps find that perfect match 
for your volunteer time! •

18th Annual 
Wylie Championship Rodeo

Friday, September 16th & 
Saturday, September 17th, 2011 

6:30 p.m. Both Nights
(Rainout Dates: October 21st & 22nd)

Wylie Rodeo Arena - Birmingham Ag Complex 
Behind Wylie High School

 
TICKETS:

ADULTS: $10
CHILDREN (12 & under) & SENIORS: $5

Children Under 3: FREE
Family Pack: $20 - 2 Adults & 2 Children

GROUP RATES AVAILABLE  
(Contact Chamber For Details)

 
Tickets Purchased At Gate & Country Fair Only

Parking at Wylie Stadium - Continuous Shuttle Bus
2 Nights of Roughstock Rodeo Action

Food and Concessions
Kiddie Korral & Games for the Kids

Western Themed Crafts
 

See Chamber website for Sponsor Opportunities to  
Promote Your Business to the  

4,000 in attendance throughout the weekend!
For vendor forms and details contact the Chamber

at (972)442-2804 or info@wyliechamber.org
www.wyliechamber.org  

 
Wylie is H.O.P.E. 

Country Craft & Vendor Fair
Saturday, September 17th, 2011

  9 a.m. to 3 p.m.  
Olde City Park, Wylie  

 
Featuring:

Arts & Craft Booths
Fair Competitions: 

Scrapbooking, Photography, Baking,
Hand Made Crafts, Cupcake Decorating

Fun and Games for the Kids and 
Entertainment for Everyone

For more info. contact 
Ms. Candi Arrington at Carrington@instaff.com  

 
Also Featuring: 

Little Mr. & Miss Wylie Rodeo Competition 10 a.m.
Presented by the Wylie Women’s League

For registration info. contact 
Ms. Cathy Hanson at Dencat.hanson@yahoo.com

Car Show from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Presented by the Dallas MOPAR Club

For details contact 
Mr. Robert Vaughan: Rev383@yahoo.com

 
Equestrian Obstacle Competition

Sponsored by The Trinity Trail Preservation Association 
at East Fork Trailhead in Wylie
Registration opens at 8:30 a.m. 
Competition begins at 10 a.m.
For details and sign-up info. 

go to www.trinitytrailriders.org   
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More than 220 Wylie ISD 
educators flocked to 
Wylie East High School 

this summer to participate in 
a professional development 
conference unlike any they 
had attended before.   Armed 
with laptops, smart phones 
and iPads, attendees powered 
up, rather than down, in hopes 
of gleaning new understand-
ing on how to enhance stu-
dent learning in a technology-
driven, multi-device world. 

The first annual To the Cloud! 
Conference was created by the 
Wylie ISD’s Staff Development 
Department to implement 
the instructional stage of the 
district’s MyWyFi program. Beginning on August 22, 2011, 
Wylie ISD students Grades 5-12 will be allowed and are 
encouraged to bring their own Internet enabled devices to 
school with the intent they be used to enhance their edu-
cational experience. Students in Grades PK-4 will also have 
the opportunity to engage in multi-device activities but will 
be advised by a letter from the campus on what days to 
bring their devices.

MyWyFi actually began more than a year ago when WISD 
committed to begin building the infrastructure needed 
to “open up” the network to allow students access to the 
Internet during school hours.

“The technology department has invested endless hours 
in deploying wireless connections in most of its buildings,” 
said Chief Information Officer Chris Lamb. “But it means 
nothing unless you teach others how to use it.”

So Wylie ISD went To the Cloud! The one-day conference 
provided a wide variety of classes ranging from the familiar 
applications including Facebook, Twitter and Google Apps 
to the not-so-well-known. Teachers were also introduced to 
Voki, Skype, Lync, Prezi, Edmodo, QR Codes and Web 2.0 tools. 
They worked with SMART boards, Google maps, video confer-
encing and social media all while building lesson plans that inte-
grate what they learned into their classroom’s curricula. 

What is most fascinat-
ing about this evolution 
in teaching is that most of 
the technology applications 
and tools presented at the 
conference are not new to 
the students. In fact, when 
school lets out each day, 
kids will likely power up, go 
online or login and plug into 
the global world of informa-
tion, update their Facebook 
status, text their friends 
or view any tweets they 
may have received while in 
classes. Many students are 
blogging with their class-
mates to collaborate on 
homework, visiting tutoring 

web sites or “Googling” subject 
matter for research and complet-
ing assignments.

“A key objective in engag-
ing today’s learners is to make 
HOW they learn just as signifi-
cant as WHAT they learn,” said 
Superintendent Dr. David Vinson. 
“Therefore, we as educators need 
to venture into their multi-device 
world and provide lesson plans 
that allow them to be adventur-
ous, but appropriate and safe.” 

The conference’s key-
note speaker, Brian Mull from 
November Learning, couldn’t 
agree more. “It’s not the technol-
ogy itself, but the way we use it 
that is daunting,” said Mr. Mull. 
“More importantly, we can either 
be afraid of it or embrace it.” 

November Learning is a national consulting firm focused on 
building learning communities within public education by pro-
viding comprehensive workshops, programs and resources to 

Wylie ISD to Offer Instruction “In the Cloud”

~ continued on page 18

by Marcia Coker

Instructors walking through the 
steps of creating a Prezi.

Brian Mull of November Learning 
welcoming teachers to the To the Cloud! 
Conference
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www.gransplayhouse.com

We are the bestest, most funnest, new 
place in town to bring your kids! 

Come in and stay while your kiddos play, 
or drop them off and enjoy some free 
time knowing your children are being well 
supervised by a caring and trained staff.

972-530-5275
4170 Lavon Dr., Ste. 160 - Garland, TX 75040 

Two Doors Down From Pei Wei 
Next To Firewheel Mall!
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schools that are eager to 
transcend the traditional 
approaches to educating 
and motivating life-long 
learners. Through col-
laboration and strate-
gic planning, it creates 
global partnerships that 
challenge schools and 
districts to think beyond 
the classroom.

Mr. Mull guided the 
teachers through several 
web sites and showed 
them where the stu-
dents are currently going. Students use 
sites including ChaCha, Khan Academy and 
Wolfram Alpha to get the quick answers or 
“cheats” to their assignments, often ignoring 
the accuracy of the information. Some math 
sites will not only provide the answers, but 
they will show the steps in the calculations.

“The only thing students are learn-
ing by doing this is where to go to find the 
answers,” added Mr. Mull. “But by knowing 
this and changing our teaching strategies, 
we can foster an environment that helps expand the boundaries 
of learning and promotes critical thinking.”

Evidence of alternative instructional strategies can already be 
found on the World-Wide Web. If you visit Student News Action 
Network or Mathtrain.TV, you would see examples of innova-
tive classroom strategies that are now global phenomena. The 
Student News Action Network started out as an online school 

newspaper. Today, it is a global news site, receiv-
ing endorsements from international journalists. 
Mathtrain.TV is also a student-created site where 
students are teaching other students how to do 
math problems via videos. It, too, evolved out of a 
classroom in Santa Monica, CA and is now a “go-to” 
favorite among kids.

“That is what I envision for my classroom,” said 
Cara Covington, Harrison Intermediate Math 
Instructor. “Having online tools allows me the free-

dom to customize my 
instruction for all my stu-
dents. If I have a student 
who understands the 
math concept, I can send 
him or her to resources 
where the applications 
are more challenging. 
Conversely, a student who 
needs more reinforce-
ment can use practice 
sites, work sheets or other 
traditional tools until he 
or she has mastered the 
concept.” 

Students and parents 
can also access a teacher’s instruction and required homework 
from home. MyWyFi allows parents to create a login to Google 
Apps and access to the program from personal computers; a 
feature that parents, like Diane Neel, especially like.

“It is nice to know my third grader will have access to this tool 
and can use it until we decide what device and when is most 
appropriate for her,” said Mrs. Neel. 

Wylie ISD highly encourages its parents to assess the indi-
vidual educational needs of their students BEFORE purchas-
ing a device. More importantly, personal technology is NOT a 
requirement. The district classroom computers and media labs 
are available to parents and students who chose not to use their 
own devices.

“We view this as an opportunity for your child to expand his/
her level of interest in learning which requires a significant part-
nership with parents,” said Watkins Principal Jennifer Speicher. 
“Ultimately, the goals are to inspire our children, increase student 
achievement and equip them for life in the 21st century.” •

 

TIPS FOR PARENTS
•	 Parents of students in Grades K-4 will be notified by letter 

when to bring a device to school. Students in Grades 5-12 
began bringing devices daily  on August 22.

•	 Know your child’s learning tendencies. Bringing a device to 
school IS NOT a requirement, it’s just another instructional 
tool.

•	 If you are interested, go to the district’s web site and 
carefully review the MyWyFi program overview including 
the recommended devices and software applications.

•	 Select a grade-level appropriate device for your student 
(No, he/she doesn’t have to have an iPad!)

•	 Purchase insurance for the device.

•	 REGISTER the device. 

•	 Have your student log in to Google Apps BEFORE bringing 
his/her device to school.

•	 Whether you choose to have your student participates or 
not, you and your student should create logins to Google 
Apps from your home computer or through any computer 
available at the campuses. He/she will have access to all 
the lessons and resources and so will you!

Students working “In the Cloud”. 

Smart Board instructor Jacque Cope
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We all know that over time stress can take a toll on our psy-
chological and physical well being, but not everyone realizes 
stress can also impact the health of our eyes. Some eye condi-
tions, such as myokymia, HSV keratitis, and central serous reti-
nopathy, are commonly attributed to increased levels of daily 
stress and the inability to cope with it. 

Myokymia is the medi-
cal term for the invol-
untary twitching in the 
eyelid we all experience 
from time to time. This 
annoying twitch typi-
cally results from stress, 
anxiety, fatigue, dry eye, 
or allergies. Excessive 
caffeine intake may also 
contribute to this con-
dition. In most cases, 
myokymia is an inconve-
nience, but of no medical concern. It will typically wax and wane 
over weeks to months. Over the counter artificial tears and rest 
usually remedy the condition. In very severe cases a botox injec-
tion may be used to stop the twitching.

Certain viral conditions of the eye can be associated with 
stress as well. One specific virus that can cause a serious eye 
infection is the same one associated with cold sores. Decreased 
immune system or excessive wind or UV exposure can also trig-
ger the condition. Most people are carriers of this viral strain, 
although few will develop symptoms. It causes tearing, sensi-
tivity to light, blurred vision, redness, and can be quite painful. 
Without immediate and proper treatment, permanent eye dam-
age may result. Interestingly, we saw an uptick in the occurrence 
of this virus in late 2008, it is possible this could be correlated to 
the downtick in the stock market.

Central serous retinopathy results from fluid accumulation in 
the macula—the most central and important part of our retina, 
which is responsible for our most distinct vision. Typically, this 
causes distorted and blurred sight, though some people actually 
see a dark spot or smudge in their vision. It is not known why 
this disease occurs, but stress is thought to play a significant 

(972)429-9090
www.TSO.com

117 N. Ballard Ave., Wylie

Wylie
Eye
Center

What STRESS Can Do To Our Eyes

•	Comprehensive Eye Examination

•	Treatment of Eye Infections and 
	 Dry Eye

•	Diagnosis and Treatment of Glaucoma

•	LASIK Evaluations and Management

•	Contact Lens Fitting for All Ages

•	Gas Permeable Contact Lens 
   Specialist

role. Central serous retinopathy usually resolves spontaneously 
over weeks to several months and may be treated with a laser 
to speed recovery in recalcitrant cases. 

As we put the relaxing summer months behind us, it’s time 
to pay attention to our stress levels. The children are back to 
school (or off for the first time!), the days are shorter, and the 
holidays and end-of-year crunch are right around the corner. 
Listen to your body and manage your stress. We can treat eye 
disease and symptoms, but if your body prescribes a vacation, 
well, you might do well to listen. Wylie Eye Center, TSO is a full-
service eye care center located in Historic Downtown Wylie. 
Call us at 972-429-9090 to schedule your appointment. Open 
Monday – Friday and every first and third Saturday of each 
month.

Have a wonderful school year to all our children back to 
school! 

Dr. Beth Anderson



20  • The CONNECTION • September/October 2011

Never heard of the game Arimaa? Omar Syed of 
Murphy expects that to change. The game he cre-
ated for his then 4 year-old son, Amir, as an alter-

native to chess, has garnered the attention, admiration and 
affection of gamers.

Syed was not looking 
to create the next strat-
egy game. Like many great 
ideas, it just evolved. Using 
the same board and pieces 
in a chess set, he changed 
the rules of how each piece 
could move across the 
board, allowing all pieces to 
move the same way except 
for the “pawn” (called rab-
bits in Arimaa) which can 
move every direction except 
backwards. The simplified 
movements make the game 
easier to learn, while pre-
serving strategic elements 
that make the game fun and 
interesting. Because of the 
way Arimaa is structured, 
there are more than 20,000 
moves that can be made. 

Fritz Juhnke was so 
enamored with the game, 
he wrote a book about 
it, “Beginning Arimaa: Chess Reborn Beyond Computer 
Comprehension.”

“The central thrust of my book is that what makes chess 
a great game, Arimaa has that too. In my humble opinion, 
Arimaa has more of it,” says Juhnke. “The chess players who 
actually try it like it.” For Juhnke, and others aficionados, the 
most important part of the game is that it is fun, not just 
challenging.

Making it fun was actually hard work. Syed spent a couple 
of years, developing, refining and field testing the game. “I 
was very much a perfectionist in wanting the rules to be con-
sistent,” says Syed. “Eventually I realized that I had to allow 
exceptions to the rules to keep the game moving forward. I 
wanted the game to feel interesting and fun to play.”

When Arimaa was launched on a gaming site, more players 
offered their insight and experience with the game. As more 
people played, Arimaa moved up in rank on the site and even-
tually caught the eye of Z-man Games, the company that now 
publishes the Arimaa game. In 2010, Games Magazine named 
Arimaa “Best of the Year”. 

Because so many moves are possible with Arimaa com-
pared to chess, which only has about 30 possibilities, Syed, 
a computer engineer by profession, realized another inter-
esting thing about his creation: computers would have a dif-

ficult time beating human players. 
Inspired by the famous 1997 chess 
match where the IBM computer 
Deep Blue beat chess champion 
Garry Kasparov, Syed has offered a 
$10,000 award to the programmer 
who develops software that allows 
computers to beat human players 
by 2020.

In October and November, the 
best Arimaa playing computer pro-
grams play each other and the best 
human players play each other. In 
April, the best of each face-off in 
the Arimaa challenge where the 
programmers hope to capture the 
prize. Since 2004, humans have 
continued to prevail. Next spring, 
thousands will watch on-line to 
see if this is the year that a com-
puter program wins. Technological 
advances have continually nar-

rowed the gap between humans and machines for this game, 
but uniquely human traits that allow us to adapt and adjust 
are what make Arimaa enjoyable. 

The Arimaa board game is available on the Arimaa website 
(www.arimaa.com) as well as sites like Amazon.com. There is 
also an app available on iTunes. •

ARIMAA Anyone?
Murphy resident creates award winning strategy game

by LaDawn Fletcher

Amir & Omar Syed
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A Full Service Lawn Company

214-763-8855
www.WilliamsLawns.comTiry Williams - Owner

Local Sachse Resident

Know who is in your backyard!

unbeatableservice.
completely

www.firestonecompleteautocare.com

M-F: 7am-7pm, Sat: 7am-7pm, Sun: 9am-6pm

972-941-8370
2961 W. FM 544

Next to Collins Bros. Jeep in Wylie

Wheel Alignment
$15OFF

Inspect steering and suspension, align 
to manufacturer’s specifications

Most vehicles. Save off regular price.

Shop fees in the amount of 6% of labor charges will be added 
to invoices greater than $30. These fees will not exceed $30 and 
represent costs and profits. Shop fees not applicable in CA or NY.

See store for complete description and details. 
Redeem this coupon at your participating Firestone 
Complete Auto Care store. Not to be combined with 
another offer on same product or service and not to 
be used to reduce outstanding debt. No cash value. 
Offer void where prohibited.

Expires 
10/31/11

Standard Oil Change
$10OFF

Install new oil filter, refill up to 5 quarts 
Kendall® synthetic blend motor oil

Most vehicles. Save off regular price.

Shop fees in the amount of 6% of labor charges will be added 
to invoices greater than $30. These fees will not exceed $30 and 
represent costs and profits. Shop fees not applicable in CA or NY.

See store for complete description and details. 
Redeem this coupon at your participating Firestone 
Complete Auto Care store. Not to be combined with 
another offer on same product or service and not to 
be used to reduce outstanding debt. No cash value. 
Offer void where prohibited.

Expires 
10/31/11

2961 W. FM 544
Wylie, TX

2961 W. FM 544
Wylie, TX

Family Owned & Operated in
Wide Awake Wylie Since 1986

www.HargraveCustomFoundationRepair.com

Call for a FREE Estimate
972-442-5000

HARGRAVE CUSTOM

FOUNDATION REPAIR

Rated A+ by the Better 
Business Bureau

Member of Foundation 
Repair Association

• Steel Pipe Piers - Provide Trouble-Free 
    Stability for the Lifetime of Your Home
• Drainage Correction
• Lifetime Transferrable Warranty
• Fully Insured & Bonded



WHY JEANIE?
Her Proven

Sales Success
#1 in pre-owned home 
sales in Sachse 3 years 

running!

On average, my 
listings sell for 98% of 

list price.

2008 Realtor of 
the Year at Lake 

Cities Association of 
REALTORS

2008 Spirit of Sachse 
Award Recipient

Graduate of Real 
Estate Institute

2009 Coldwell Banker 
International Diamond 

Society Production 
Award

#9 in individual 
production out of 375 

at Coldwell Banker 
Apex, REALTORS

Certified Home 
Marketing Specialist

Accredited Buyers 
Representative

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

JEANIE MARTEN
Coldwell Banker Apex Realtors
4908 Maple Shade Ave.  •  Sachse, TX 75048
972-588-8363 • www.jeaniemarten.com

This House is a Real STINKER!
When was the last time you went through your front door and took in a deep 

breath? If your home is on the market or if you are thinking about selling, maybe 
you should stop and take in a deep one. Studies have shown that the #1 trigger for 
memory recall in humans is smell…so what memory would you like to trigger? 

Cooking, pet and smoking odors are the worst offenders. The absolute most dif-
ficult to mitigate is a home that has been smoked in. Thankfully, we are seeing 
more and more smokers take it outside the home. However, a few are still smok-
ing in the house and last time I checked, the garage is still part of the house! Just 
this weekend, I was showing a young couple a home in Sachse that was pretty cute 
until we hit the garage. The house was vacant but the stale cigarette smell was, 
well, WOW! Let’s just say that I needed to wash my hair after that house and it 
was marked off their list. So what to do if you have smoked in your home? Ozone 
generators, fire remediation companies, removing all fabrics, repainting and duct 
cleaning are about your only choices and all are expensive.

Pet odors come in as second “most offensive.” More and more people are hyper-
sensitive to pet odors and allergens. I recommend that while your home is on the 
market, the pets need to visit grandparents or a friend’s home. Don’t forget to 
remove all of the pet paraphernalia for all showings. I can’t tell you how often, we 
walk into a perfectly lovely home with no odors, until someone trips over a cat toy. 
Suddenly, there is a pet odor. When it comes right down to it, perception is reality. 
If your pets have been naughty on the carpet, do not hesitate to replace or at least 
sanitize before marketing begins.

Cooking odors are very manageable. No liver & onions while on the market! If 
you traditionally use lots of spices, try to vent well and possibly invest in a filtra-
tion system.

Using these suggestions can really help your home make a positive impression 
on buyers!
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LINDA DAVIDSON Senior Loan Officer/DE Underwriter 

ldavidson@servicefirstmtg.com

Proud to be Your Mortgage Service Experts

The Davidson Mortgage Group:
★ Ranks 7th Nationally in FHA/VA Units closed!
★ Ranks 17th Team in the Nation in Total Purchase Units!
★ Ranked 45th Team in the Industry for Total Units!
★  Voted  #1 Area Mortgage Lender For the Past 12 Years!

Linda Ranks in the Top 20 Loan Officers in the Nation in 
FHA/VA Unit Closings for the past 10 Years
Specializing in FHA, VA, Texas Vet and USDA & Reverse Mortgages

Buying a home is one of the biggest purchases most people will ever make.  Deciding which professionals to work with can be 
the difference between celebrating your new home - or not. We are a committed group of mortgage professionals who will be 
with you through each step, and we’ll be there to celebrate the milestone of a new home with you.

972-278-3400
www.davidsongroup.net

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Linda Davidson - NMLS# 226135
Service First Mortgage - NMLS# 166487
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Oct. 22nd - Halloween at the Heard. Join the Heard for our 5th annual Halloween at 
the Heard. Children will have a family-friendly, safe environment to experience the joy of 
trick-or-treating that many of us experienced as children. www.heardmuseum.org 
Oct. 27th - Boo On Ballard - Trick or Treat in Historic Downtown Wylie sponsored by 
the Wylie Downtown Merchants Association. Bring the family out for some safe Halloween 
fun from 6 - 8 p.m.

WYLIE’S RITA AND TRUETT 	
SMITH PUBLIC LIBRARY EVENTS
Located at 300 Country Club Rd., Bldg. 300, Wylie  972-516-6250 
Story Times:
	 Family Storytime:	 Tuesdays at 6:00 p.m.
	 Toddler Time:	 Wednesdays at 9:00 & 9:45 a.m.; Fridays at 11:30 a.m.
	 Big Kid Storytime:	 Wednesdays & Thursdays at 10:30 & 11:15 a.m.
	 Babies & Books:	 Fridays at 11:00 a.m.
Wagging Tales: Sept. 6, 13, 20, 27 & October 4, 11, 18, 25 		
from 3:30 - 4:15 p.m.
Beginning readers are invited to practice their reading skills with Abby the Collie.  Abby is a 
Delta Society trained pet partner and will be in the Storytime Room. Tickets are required and 
are given out free on a first come, first serve basis on the afternoon of the program. 
Friends of the Library Meeting: Sept. 15th & Oct. 20th at 6 p.m.
The Friends of the Smith Public Library meet in the Conference Room. 
4th Monday Book Club: 6:30 p.m.
The 4th Monday Book Club (ages 18 and up) meets in the Conference Room 
Sept. 26th - The 19th Wife by David Ebershoff.  
Oct. 24th -  The Turn of the Screw by Henry James.
BeTween Book Club: Sept. 29th from 5 - 8 p.m. 
Never judge a book by its movie. 4th and 5th graders are invited to discuss different books 
that have movie adaptations. This month’s selection is The Guardians of Ga’Hoole: The 
Capture.  The first 20 kids to sign up get a free copy of the book courtesy of the Friends of 
the Library.
Booked on Fridays: Sept. 9th & Oct. 14th from Noon - 1:30 p.m.
Second Friday each month (ages 18 and up) Bring your lunch and drop in each second 
Friday of the month between noon and 1:30 p.m. for fun reads and light conversation. The 
club kicks off with Denise Swanson’s Murder of a Small-Town Honey, the first book in her 
Scumble River Mysteries. Upcoming selections for fall are: October 14: Hounded by Kevin 
Hearne; November 11: Notorious by Nicola Cornick
GED Classes:  Begin Tuesday, Sept. 13th, 5 - 8 p.m.
Classes will meet every Tuesday through December, following the same holiday schedule 
as Wylie ISD. All classes will be held in the Computer Lab and no registration is required.
Teen Advisory Board:  Application Deadline – Sept. 15th
Teens 6th - 12th grade can pick up their Applications in the Teen Room or print them off the 
website. The Applications must be returned no later than September 15.  The first meeting is 
scheduled for Monday, September 26th from 5:00-6:00.
Inspirational Author Spotlight: Sept. 15th at 6 p.m.
Religious authors David Eden, Christina Tanon, Ronie Kendig, Richard L. Mabry and Lena 
Nelson Dooley share and answer questions about how they write and what path they took to 
getting published.
Sweet n’ Savory – A Chocolate Tasting: Sept. 22nd at 6 p.m.
Enjoy a demo and sample foods that show off chocolate’s versatility. Presented by the Plano 
Central Market Cooking School. Registration required and seating is limited. Contact the 
Adult Services Desk for more details.
Trick-or-Treat Tunes: Oct. 25th at 6:30 p.m.
Bring the family to listen to the spooky, spirited sounds of Halloween music as the Wylie ISD 
Flute Choir entertains library visitors from the foyer.

SEPTEMBER EVENTS
Sept. 17th - Parker Volunteer Fire Department Annual Fundraiser at Southfork 
Ranch. 5 - 10 p.m. Buffet Dinner, Live and Silent Auctions, Children’s Activities, Ewing 
Mansion Tours, and Casino Games. The PVFD would like to expand their Advanced Life 
Support capabilities - Rapid access to Advanced Life Support (ALS) can save lives! 
Equipment desired:  LIFEPAK 15 Defibrillator $30K, ALS Medical Kit $5K. The annual 
fundraiser will help fund this equipment. Tickets may be purchased by mail, at Parker City 
Hall or through the City’s online website www.parkertexas.us. Contact Jennifer Knox at 
Jenniferknox01@gmail.com or 561-702-5877 for more info.
Sept. 16th & 17th - Wylie Championship Rodeo presented by the Wylie 
Chamber of Commerce. Fun, food, games, shopping and great rodeo action for the whole 
family! See pg.  14 & 15 for all the details. www.wyliechamber.org
Sept. 17th - Wylie is H.O.P.E. Country Craft & Vendor Fair in Olde City Park, 
Downtown Wylie.  9 a.m. - 3 p.m. See pg.  14 & 15 for all the details. www.wyliechamber.org 
Sept. 24th - The Plano Symphony Orchestra presents –“The Virtuoso Piano” 
Opening Night concert at the Eisemann Center at 8:15 p.m. The evening concert is a 
celebration of Franz Liszt’s 200th birthday featuring an all Liszt program, including two 
piano concertos. Liszt’s virtuoso Piano Concerto No. 1 and Piano Concerto No. 2 will 
be performed by Norman Krieger at The Eisemann Center for Performing Arts at 2351 
Performance Drive, Richardson, TX 75082. Advanced tickets start at $8; add $2 at the door. 
Group & student rates available. To order, call the Plano Symphony Orchestra Ticket Office 
at 972-473-7262 or visit www.planosymphony.org.
Sept. 24th - Murphy Maize Days at the Murphy Municipal Complex from 10 a.m. - 8 
p.m. Fun Run, Car Show, Shopping, Food & Music. See pg. 26 for more info.
Sept. 27th - Special Friends Of The Sachse Library Program - Three local authors 
will be featured at the Friends of the Library’s Inspired Writing program. Mary DeMuth, 
Richard Mabry and Anne Mateer will be at the Library from 7 - 9 p.m. They will present 
excerpts from their latest books and talk about their inspiration for writing.  Books will be 
available for purchase and you may have them autographed by the authors.

OCTOBER EVENTS
Oct. 1st thru Jan. 29th - 6th Annual Dinosaurs Live! Life-size Animatronic 
Dinosaurs – Encounter the 46-foot T-Rex and eight new life-size animatronic dinosaurs 
along the Heard Natural Science Museum & Wildlife Sanctuary’s nature trails. The exhibit 
always gives families and friends a fun, educational activity to enjoy together. Don’t forget it 
also provides a unique family outing during the holidays! www.heardmuseum.org
Oct. 1st - The Blackland Prairie Raptor Center’s fall event, Wild in Texas, will be 
held from 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. Presentations about birds of prey at 11 a.m., 1 p.m. and 2:30 p.m. 
There will be guided prairie walks, games and much more for all ages. Please go to www.
bpraptorcenter.org for more info. or call 469-964-9696.
Oct. 4th - Sachse National Night Out. Sachse residents are asked to turn on their 
porch lights and spend the evening outside with their neighbors to celebrate National Night 
Out from 7 - 10 p.m. NNO heightens crime and drug prevention awareness, generates sup-
port for and participation in local anti-crime efforts, and strengthens neighborhood spirit and 
police/community partnerships. It is an opportunity for neighborhoods to organize block 
parties, cookouts, visits from the police officers, flashlight walks, contests and youth activi-
ties. If your neighborhood is interested in hosting an event, please contact Lieutenant Marty 
Cassidy at 469.429.9822 or mcassidy@cityofsachse.com
Oct. 8th - Throwaway Ponies annual fundraiser “Rocktoberfest”. Barbecue (from Big 
Daddy’s) and musicians from around the metroplex. Come & go from 3 - 9 p.m. Donation 
basis. Kid’s welcome. Please RSVP to karen@throwawayponies.org or 214-202-1390.
Oct. 8th - Sachse Chamber of Commerce presents Fallfest at Heritage Park, from 10 
a.m. - 4 p.m. Fall Fest is a FREE Arts & Crafts fair that features great food, contests, Elevate 
Church Children’s Games & Bounce Houses, and over 100 Arts & Crafts and business ven-
dors. See pg. 27 for more info.
Oct. 8th - WAG (Wylie Acting Group for Children) announces auditions for our 
next production: “WAG Family Christmas”. Auditions will be held at the Bart Peddicord 
Community Center in Downtown Wylie starting at 9:30 a.m.
Oct. 10th - In-Sync Exotics Wildlife Rescue and Educational Center is proud to 
host our 11th Annual “Putting for Paws” Golf Tournament at Woodbridge Golf Course 
in Wylie.  All proceeds will benefit the 60 exotic cats currently calling In-Sync “home.” Please 
visit our  website at www.insyncexotics.com or call 972-757-9679 for more info.

Oct. 12th - Farmers Electric Cooperative Presents: The Kenneth Nall Memorial 17th 
Annual Wylie Christian Care Golf Tournament. Call 972-442-7901 for more info.
Oct. 20th - “The Country Romance” Dinner & Live Auction Fundraiser for SW 
Diabetic Foundation at the 1899 Farmhouse, Wedding & Event Venue, 7450 FM 982, 
Princeton, TX 75407. Venue opens for touring & cocktails at 6:30 p.m., dinner at 7:15 p.m. 
$12/ person or $20/couple. Register & reserve a seat at www.1899farmhouse.com.
Oct. 22nd - Sachse Pumpkin Prowl. Picture an old fashioned Easter Egg Hunt...Now 
add some autumn colors and cooler weather...Finally, erase the eggs and insert mini pump-
kins. The Great Pumpkin is coming again to hide bright, orange pumpkins. Kids will go find 
them and some may even win a prize. Hayrides and refreshments for all. 6 p.m. in Salmon 
Park, 4302 Williford Rd., Sachse, TX. Admission is FREE for kids ages 10 and under.
Oct. 22nd – Wylie Women’s League 4th Annual Fall Festival. Get an early start on 
your holiday shopping. There will be a pumpkin patch and scarecrows for sale. Vendor info. 
can be found on our website www.wyliewl.org or you can email us at wyliewl@ymail.com.

To submit your special event to the November/December commu-
nity calendar send an e-mail to theconnection.anne@mac.com 
no later than October 15th. Please include contact name, date(s), 
time(s), location, a publishable phone	 number, e-mail and/or web site 
for information. Only events that are open to the public (no “members 
only” events) are eligible, as space permits. THANKS!

Submit Your Event to the Calendar! 

SAVE THIS DATE!
Nov. 19th - In-Sync Exotics Wildlife Rescue and Educational 
Center presents our  3rd Annual Tiger Trot!  Please visit our web-
site at www.insyncexotics.com for more information.
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SACHSE’S SENIOR CENTER EVENTS
Located at 3815 Sachse Rd., Building A, Sachse  972-495-6282
Special Events
Sept. 12th - “55 Alive” Driving Class
Sept. 13th - Lunch & Learn VNA
Sept. 14th - Tanger Mall & Lunch - Terrell & Russell Stover
Sept. 17th - Annual Hay Ride in the Country & Cook Out  $6
Sept. 20th - Lunch & Learn Steve Roland - Veteran’s /Widows Benefits - Karen Weber
Sept. 23rd - Regional Bowling Tournament in McKinney
Sept. 28th - Richardson Methodist Health Seminar
Sept. 30th - Lunch & Learn with Carey Marr RN - Communicating with Healthcare Professionals
Oct. 5th - A day at the Parr Patch in Clarksville  $5
Oct. 12th - Christmas Store - Plano & Lunch
Oct. 13th - A day at the State Fair
Oct. 14th - Lunch & Learn with Carey Marr RN - Allergies
Oct. 21st - Grapevine Train to Ft. Worth  $20 (if purchased by Oct. 14th.)
Oct. 26th - Baylor Seminar - Congestive Heart Failure
Oct. 28th - Halloween Party - bring snacks!
Oct. 29th - Plaza Theater, Cleburne, TX - Gershwin’s “Crazy For You”  $13 - 
	 (make a reservation by Oct. 13th!)

CHAMBER of COMMERCE EVENTS
WYLIE           www.wyliechamber.org   	 972-442-2804
Monthly Luncheons: 11:30 a.m. - 1 p.m. Lunch cost is $12 if paid in advance, $15 
with reservation. RSVP required, no at door tickets. Pay online at the Chamber website. 
Sept. 27th - Featured Speaker: Cheryl Williams Collin County Commissioner - Precinct 2  
Oct. 25th - Featuring Texas State Representative Jodie Laubenberg 
Oct. 20th - “Speed Dating for Your Business” - The Murphy, Rowlett, Sachse and Wylie 
Chambers of Commerce will hold their second joint networking session on Thursday, 
October 20 from 5 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. at the Hyatt Place in Garland (190 and North Garland 
Road). Bring plenty of business cards and be ready to network with over 100 members of 
these 4 Chambers. It is FREE to members of the Chamber’s and $5 if you are not a member 
of any of the 4 Chambers.
Every Wednesday Business Card Exchange: Network and promote 
your business from 8 - 9 a.m. Woodbridge Golf Course club house, 7400 Country Club Dr., 
Wylie. Chamber members and non-members welcome.

SACHSE         www.sachsechamber.com  	 972-496-1212
Monthly Luncheons: 2nd Tues. of the Month at 11:30 a.m. - 1 p.m. at Northplace 
Church, 2709 3rd Street, Sachse. $15 - Members, $20 - Non-members. Register & pay online. 
Sept. 13th & Oct. 11th - Check the Sachse Chamber website for details.
Community Coffee: The last Friday of the month, 8 - 9 a.m., at Sachse Christian 
Church, 5005 Ben Davis Road, Sachse.

MURPHY           murphychamber.org   	 972-805-3749
Monthly Luncheons: 3rd Tues. of the Month at 11:30 a.m. - 1 p.m. in the 
Community Room at the Murphy City Hall Complex, 206 N. Murphy Road, Murphy. R.S.V.P. 
by 11:59 a.m. CST on the Friday before the luncheon for discounted prepayment rate of $15 
for members; $20 for non-members. After Noon and at the door on Tuesday, the charge is 
$20 for everyone. Go to www.murphytx.org to prepay or call 972-805-3749.
Sept. 20th - Guest speaker: State Representative Jodie Laubenberg
Oct. 18th: Check the Murphy Chamber website for details.
Every Thursday Business Card Exchange: Join the Murphy Chamber 
of Commerce for a Business Card Exchange from 8 to 9 a.m. at Saxbys in Murphy 
Marketplace, 227 E FM 544, north side of FM 544, next to Tokyo Hayaci). Open to members 
and non-members.

Your Homecoming Mum Headquarters!

www.wylieflowershop.com

Wylie Flower & Gift
(972) 442-5837

129 N. Ballard Ave. - Downtown Wylie
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L et’s face it, fall in Texas 
means football. But the 
slightly perceptible drop 

in temperature, the gradual 
changing of the leaves and 
sluggish onset of autumn also 
means that the festival sea-
son is upon us. Murphy Maize 
Days, is set for Saturday, 
September 24 on the grounds 
of the Municipal Complex, 
206 North Murphy Road from 
10 a.m. to 8 p.m.

Call it corny or ah-shucksy, 
in fact, feel free to employ as 
many clever parallels to the 
namesake vegetable as you 
like, just don’t call it bland. 
The 2011 Murphy Maize Days promises to be among the most 
memorable, according to Director of Economic and Community 
Development, Kristen Roberts.

Murphy Maize Days starts with an invigorating 3.1 mile run 
and one mile fun walk/run, called the A-Maize-ing 5K and Fun 
Run, and ends with what’s been described in many circles as the 
best fireworks show in Collin County. Because of the drought 
conditions, the fireworks display will depend on word from the 
Fire Marshal.

“We’re excited about the A-Maize-ing 5K and Fun Run for 
many reasons, especially keeping the memory of a good friend 
alive,” said Murphy’s HR Manager Stacy Buckley, herself an avid 
runner and marathoner.

The race benefits the Melanoma International Foundation, a 
charity chosen by the family of the late Neal Golden, a former 
employee of the City of Murphy, who succumbed to melanoma 
in the spring of 2010. Last year’s race netted a donation of 

$3,464.44 to the Foundation.

Registration for the A-Maize-
ing 5K and Fun Run can only be 
accomplished by visiting www.
murphymaizedays.com and then 
clicking on the registration link.

Runners will cross the finish 
line right as shuttle buses begin 
to transport arriving Murphy 
Maize Days festival attendees 
who choose Tom Kimbrough 
Stadium to park their vehicles.

Roberts says parking will be 
at a premium close in, “Shuttle 
buses will be running con-
stantly, from the stadium and 
Murphy Marketplace.”

Kid Zone, a wonderland of entertainment that will include 
bounce houses, zip-line, hamster balls and climbing wall along 
with many other kid-friendly attractions, occupies over three 
acres of the festival grounds. “And, Maize Market is always a big 
draw at Maize Days because of the variety and scope of ven-
dors. Many vendors have expressed their extreme satisfaction 
with it as well,” she said. “We’re hopeful that this year’s combi-
nation of live music, family-friendly activities, and, if approved 
by the Fire Marshal, the best fireworks show in the county could 
very well attract as many as 5,000 people,” said Roberts.

Admission to the event is free.

“More information on the event, activities and entertainment 
can be found on the Maize Days web site, and we’ll be posting 
info on our Facebook page as well,” she concluded.

Get the latest news, information and updates by visiting www.
murphymaizedays.com and by “liking” the Maize Days Facebook 
page at https://www.facebook.com/murphymaizedays. •

Murphy Maize Days Fall Festival
Fun Run, Car Show, Shopping, Food & Music on Saturday, September 24th 

By Celso Martinez

Fall Festivals

Photos provided by the City of Murphy
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Sachse Fallfest 2011
The Sachse Chamber of Commerce will host the 

26th Annual Sachse Fallfest, sponsored by Farmers Electric 
Cooperative, this year at Heritage Park, on October 8th from 10 
a.m. – 4 p.m. Fallfest is a FREE Arts & Crafts fair that features 
great food, contests, Elevate Church Children’s Games & Bounce 
Houses, and over 100 Arts & Crafts and business vendors. The 
Methodist Richardson Medical Center stage will have a great 
line up of local musicians all day long. Estimated crowds of over 
8,000 have attended in years past.

Fallfest attendees will be able to accomplish some early 
Christmas shopping and will definitely walk away with a full 
stomach. Vendors will be selling homemade jewelry & acces-
sories, children’s clothing, ceramics, and many other products 
made by: Tupperware, Longaberger, Mary Kay, Pampered Chef, 
Homemade Gourmet, Scentsy and more. At the various food 
booths, fair-goers can select from brisket sandwiches, sausage-
on-a-stick, turkey legs, tater swirls, funnel cakes, hamburgers 
and hot dogs, snow cones, kettle corn, pizza and more!

Popular returning contests this year include the Pet Photo 
and Men’s Best Legs contests. Pet photos may be submitted in 
advance at www.sachsechamber.com or taken at the Pet Photo 
booth before 1 p.m. on Saturday with only a $5 entry fee. Men’s 
Best Legs entrants will be scouted the day of and will receive 
the coveted chicken leg trophy. 

For sponsorship and vendor information visit www.sachse-
chamber.com or call the Chamber office at 972-496-1212. •

Farmers Electric
Cooperative

Sachse FallfestSachse Fallfest
26th Annual

Saturday, October 8, 2011
10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Heritage Park
4408 Hudson Pkwy. 
Sachse, TX

• Over 100 Art & Craft Booths
• Food Vendors &  Kids’ Games
• Two Entertainment Stages
• Best Men’s Legs Contest
• Pet Photo Contest
• Raffle Prizes 

Visit www.sachsechamber.com for 
availability and sponsorship opportunities.

972-496-1212
www.sachsechamber.com

Event Sponsor

Entertainment Sponsor

FREE Admission!

Presented by the Sachse Chamber of Commerce

$85 Member Booth
$95 Non-Member Booth

Photo by Anne HineyFacepainting at Sachse Fallfest.
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KARATE

WYLIEKARATE.COM

1234 E. Parker Rd.,
Wylie, TX 75098

214-293-8057
info@wyliekarate.com

Evening Classes Now Open!
•  One Month FREE Trial Class for
    First Time Students
•  Receive a FREE Karate Uniform 
    when you pay for your 2nd month
    for First Time Students

Daytime Home School 
PE Programs Available 

Dance     Company 
of Wylie

Dance     Company 
of Wylie

Tap & Jazz 
Ballet & Pointe

Hip Hop & Tumbling
Lyrical & Musical 

Theater

www.dancecompanyofwylie.com

972.429.0700
800 Vanesa, Suite A - Wylie
Off Park Blvd. just east of McMillan Jr. High and 
Davis Intermediate, across from Bounce Town.

$10 OFF 1st Month’s 
tuition

Coupon Expires
October 31, 2011

New Students Only
With this coupon.
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Closing The Gap
Ricks one of first LVN/Paramedic Bridge program graduates 

by Justin Jones

College

The healthcare industry is growing, 
with no plans of slowing down any 
time soon. As a result, hospitals, 

long-term care facilities and other 
healthcare entities are constantly in 
need of registered nurses.

Collin College’s Nursing Program 
discovered a way to help aid in the 
effort of providing certified nurses to 
the healthcare industry faster in sum-
mer 2010 when it started the LVN/
Paramedic Bridge program.

Licensed vocational nurse or para-
medic students can earn an Associate 
of Applied Science degree in Nursing 
quicker – usually in two to three 
semesters, according to Dr. Nell Ard, 
director of Collin College’s Nursing 
program.

“Healthcare is changing. To pro-
vide care for citizens will result in a 
growing need for qualified, registered 
nurses (RN),” Dr. Ard said. “The LVN/
Paramedic Bridge program helps tran-
sition qualified students to the RN 
level through education and train-
ing. Bridging a student from an LVN or 
paramedic role follows a natural pro-
gression to a RN career path.”

Because paramedics, LVNs and RNs 
have much in common, Dr. Ard said, 
it was important to design a program 
facilitating this knowledge – then 
“bridging it” to the level of an RN in 
healthcare.

“It is all about the changes in healthcare that we need to be 
aware of. Moving up the career ladder has become a reality and 
necessity in the healthcare industry,” Dr. Ard continued. “The 
expectation of the program is to bring both paramedics and LVNs 
to a greater degree of involvement by providing a broader scope 
of patient care as an RN.”

FIRST GRADUATING CLASS

Among the first students to take advantage of Collin College’s 
LVN/Paramedic bridge program was Amber Ricks, who graduated 
from the program’s first class with honors in May. 

In the ensuing month, Ricks, who plans to start on a Bachelor 
of Science degree in Nursing this fall at The University of Texas at 
Arlington, obtained a RN license. 

“I began the LVN/Paramedic Bridge 
program full-time last fall and I already 
have my RN license less than a year 
later. How great is that?” an excited 
Ricks, who currently works part-time 
in home health care, said. “If you are 
already an LVN or paramedic, you are 
halfway there. The work experience 
you already have will make you more 
prepared for many aspects of the pro-
gram and gives you an edge in the job 
market after graduation. I am proud to 
finally have these two letters ‘RN’ after 
my name, and I am thankful to Collin 
College for helping me to achieve this 
honor.”

Ricks, who moved several times 
after receiving a LPN license in 2002 
in Colorado, yet always hoped one day 
she would obtain an RN license, is also 
thankful to Collin College for helping 
her dream come true. 

“When I moved to Texas and spoke 
with the nursing department at Collin 
College, I was excited to learn that it 
was starting a bridge program that 
allowed me to complete my RN in 
two semesters of full-time study,” 
Ricks explained. “With many great 
classroom and clinical instructors, the 
Collin College Nursing program makes 
sure their graduates are prepared to 
enter the nursing profession. In my 
clinical experiences, I found there is 
tremendous respect for Collin College 

Nursing program graduates and the knowledge and experience 
they come with.”

And the same can be said about students who complete Collin 
College’s LVN/Paramedic Bridge program. 

“Our LVN/Paramedic Bridge program allows the Collin College’s 
Nursing Department to provide options to many qualified candi-
dates who desire to move into the RN level of healthcare,” Dr. Ard 
said. “Helping qualified candidates be successful – through this 
program and increasing their greater financial compensation and 
advancement in career options – provides a sense of satisfaction. 
Helping others achieve their goals and be successful is, in itself, 
an amazing process. I am very proud to be a small part of their 
achievement.” •
Justin Jones is a public relations writer for Collin College. Photo by Nick Young, Collin 
College photographer. 

Amber Ricks is one of the first graduates of Collin College’s new LVN/
Paramedic Bridge program. The unique program is designed to assist 
in the effort of providing certified nurses to the healthcare industry 
faster. 
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214.693.9518
wylieartgallery@yahoo.com

201 N. Ballard Ave., Ste. 100, Wylie

www.WylieArtGallery.com

Tues - Sat 11:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Oil Painting Workshops

With Australian Artist B
ob Bates

Nov. 2-3 Understanding Blue Sky  

Nov. 9-10 Understanding the Reds

Call or Email to
Register Today! 

Children’s Classes – Saturdays 1-3 p.m.

Open 7 Days a Week!!
Mon. thru Sat. - 6 a.m. to 8:30 p.m.

Sunday - 7 a.m. to 2 p.m.

972-442-0453
112 N. Ballard Ave. in Downtown Wylie

www.BallardStreetCafe.com

Monday-Friday 
Lunch Special - $5.99

(Includes Entree with 2 Vegetables)

Voted Best of Wylie!!
by Wylie News readers

Best Chicken Fried Steak

Best Breakfast

Best Home Cooking

NEW OWNERS: Ronnie & Linda McGranahan

 www.the350project.net         SHOP LOCAL!         www.discoverwylie.com

Contact Charlotte at  214•282•9058   

Age Less at Any Age
Look Younger - Feel Younger - Live Younger

www.emeraldlotus.com
121 N. Ballard Ave., Downtown Wylie

YOGA
Belly Dancing

Tai Chi
Fitness Boot Camp

CR500 Weight Management
with Nutritional Support

(Lose up to 30lbs in 30 days)
Start Now and be Finished 

by the Holidays

Want to change the way you age?

Salon & Spa
Circa 2008

Master Stylists
Haircuts/styles, Updos, Color, Hilites, 

Lowlites, Glazing, Corrective Coloring, 
also experts in Brazillian Blowout. 

Professional Salon 
Specializing Exclusively 

In Hair

Walk-ins WELCOME!

Introducing

Mention this ad for

25% OFF

Cynthia Valenzuela
469-688-6987

Le Pho 
972-533-7691

304 N. Ballard Ave., Wylie, Texas
www.uptownsalonandspasuites.com

Private Lessons 
Guitar, Vocal, Piano, 

Violin, Banjo & Percussion 

Band Instrument
Rentals & Accessories

(972)429-0047

BALLARD STREET
School of the Performing Arts

Dance Classes 
for Kids & Adults

Ballet, Tap, Jazz,
Hip-Hop & Ball Room

Home School Programs
Special Hours & Rates

130 N. Ballard Ave.
www.ballardmusic.com
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Anytime one radically changes their “do”, as in hair-do, it 
can cause quite a commotion. JJ Olsen’s friends exclaimed, 
“What happened to your hair?” JJ, a 13 year old soccer play-

ing, basketball shootin’, karate chop-
pin’, golf club swingin’, X-box playin’, 
8th grader is just like the rest of his 
buddies. Well, except his hair was 
really, really long. 

After about a year of growing out 
his hair for no real reason at all, JJ’s 
uncle gave him the idea of donat-
ing his thick, healthy hair to Locks 
of Love. The non-profit organization 
provides custom-made hairpieces 
for youth in appropriate youth styles 
that use a vacuum seal - like a suction 
cup - to adhere to the scalp of a youth 
who has suffered long-term medical 
hair loss. 

Since these hairpieces are made 
specially for each child they do not 
require uncomfortable and some-
times problematic tapes or glue. The wearer of the hairpiece 
may remove it but the hair adheres in such a way that the child 
can run, jump, tumble and play without the fear of embarrass-
ment from the hairpiece shifting or coming loose. This helps 
children dismiss the insecurities associated with hair 
loss and lets them focus on being a kid. 

JJ’s parents, Brad and Cassie, encouraged him to 
endure the maintenance necessary to keep his long 
hair clean and untangled. His older sister Allie (there 
are Kendra and Rosie, too) even took a few minutes 
off from harassing him 
to share with me, “I am 
proud of him because 
he took care of his hair. 
It was admirable of him 
[to donate it].” JJ agreed 
his luxurious locks took 
some effort to manage. 
He had to grow his hair 
about six months longer 
than he wanted, a total 
of about 18 months, and 
it got frustrating because 
it “wouldn’t stay down on 
my head”. 

In March, JJ’s family 
helped him pull all his 
hair into dozens of tiny 

rubber bands then they snipped it off and shaved off what was 
left. Following the directions found on the Locks of Love web-
site, locksoflove.org, on how to donate hair the Olsen family 

was able to perform the 
transformation at home. 
With a sigh of relief, 
“finally”, JJ returned to 
his classroom receiving 
all kinds of accolades and 
comments on his new “do”. 

While JJ’s good deed 
seems a little happen-
stance I caught that there 
was a bit of a back story 
to this adventure. JJ was 
four months old when he 
underwent his first cranial 
surgery as a result of not 
being born with a soft spot, 
and endured a number of 
them at age five as well. He 
shared, “I know what [the 

kids] are going through. [They are] not able to leave the hospital 
and go do fun stuff”. JJ hopes his donation was inspirational but 
he’s not an attention seekin’ kinda kid. He donated his 10 inches 
of hair because he could. 

There is speculation that he might do this again. 
His dad has challenged him to grow it, not cutting 
it till he finishes high school. JJ says, “Dad, you do it 
with me – game on!”. •

HOW TO DONATE

•	 10 in. measured tip to tip is the minimum 
length needed for a hairpiece.

•	 Hair must be in a ponytail or braid before 
it is cut.

•	 Hair must be clean and completely dry 
before it is mailed in.

•	 Place the ponytail or braid inside of a plastic 
bag, and then inside of a padded envelope.

•	 All hair donations must be mailed to Locks 
of Love at: 

	 	 234 Southern Blvd.

	 	 West Palm Beach, FL 33405-2701

Tame the Mane
JJ Olsen donates his locks to Locks of Love

by Lori C. Villarreal

JJ with his family.

Before and after! Photos provided by the Olsen family.
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Treatment/Management of All Eye Conditions and Disorders

One Hour Eyeglass Service
Free Adjustments and Cleanings
Spanish/Vietnamese Speaking Staff

$39 BACK TO SCHOOL SPECIAL
Complete Eyeglasses
Includes frame & lens for 18 yrs. and under
(Some prescriptions may have restrictions)
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SACHSE

5001 Ben Davis Rd. • Sachse, TX 75048

We are happy to explain 
your Vision or Medical 
Insurance.

SACHSE FAMILY EYE CLINIC, PLLC
The biggest difference is we care, You’ll SEE

(972)675-9626      

Visit Sachse Family Eye Clinic or sachseeyes.com where YOU are treated like FAMILY.

 sachseeyes.com

The first eye clinic in Sachse, proudly serving Sachse and the surrounding communities since 2001.

Wylie Printing
          &

 Office Supply

•  Competitive Pricing on Color Printing
•  Copier Service up to 36”
•  Signs and Banners
•  Computer Repair

Mon. - Fri.  7:30 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Sat.  10:00 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Professional Full Service Printer
& Complete Business Service Center

972-442-2111
Public Fax: 972-442-1882

www.wylieprinting.com
graphics@wylieprinting.com

300 S. Hwy 78, Ste. 100, Wylie

WYLIE INSURANCE
AGENCY, INC.

“Serving You Since 1898”

JOHN YEAGER, CICHighest Standards of 
Professional Service

Check with us for all your insurance needs.
✔AUTO  ✔LIFE  ✔BUSINESS  ✔HOMEOWNERS

201 Calloway • P.O. Box 40 • Wylie, TX 75098
Fax: (972)442-3885
Email: info@wylieinsurance.com

✔ (972)442-3505       www.wylieinsurance.com

972-897-7994

Residential & Commercial
Service, Repairs and New Installs

D’s Enterprise
  “What Condition Is Your Air  Condition In?”

$25 OFFRepairsWITH THIS AD

www.dsairandheat.com
TACLB28049E

Call Today and let one of our 
Trained Technicians give you 

peace of mind and help you keep 
you COOL this summer.
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Screening for Prostate Cancer 
Some no-nonsense information for men’s health

By Mary Katherine DeBardeleben

Prostate cancer is one of the most commonly diagnosed 
cancers affecting one out of six men. Screening for the dis-
ease can mean early detection and increased treatment 

options, but many men shy away from the prospect.
Gary Sackrison, MD, begins conversations with his patients by 

asking: What are your 
health goals? And what 
do you want to do for 
your health? 
After discussing the 

potential risks and ben-
efits of prostate cancer 
screenings, men who 
want to be screened 
should be tested with 
the prostate-specific 
antigen (PSA) blood test 
and the digital rectal 
exam (DRE). The pros-
tate gland is located just 
in front of the rectum. 
Most cancers begin in the back part of the gland. While the 
DRE involves a physician feeling for any bumps or hard areas on 
the prostate that might be cancer, “the PSA test is not a cancer 
test,” says Dr. Sackrison. “It is a test that if elevated suggests fur-
ther investigation is needed.”
PSA is a protein produced by cells in the prostate gland. The 

PSA test shows the level of PSA in the blood. Most healthy men 
have levels under 4 nanograms per milliliter (ng/mL) of blood. As 
the PSA level goes up, the risk of having prostate cancer goes up. 
“I recommend patients follow up with a urologist if PSA lev-

els are greater than 4,” Dr. Sackrison says. “However, it is impor-
tant for men to understand there are many factors that can 
cause an increased PSA level, such as an enlarged prostate, age, 
inflammation, ejaculation, riding a bicycle, and certain urologic 
procedures.” 

A visit to your urologist

If the PSA and DRE screenings are abnormal, the next step is 
to visit an urologist.
“First, I explain to my patient that the PSA is a normal pro-

tein made by the prostate,” says Ravi Mootha, MD. “A majority 
of PSA elevations are from benign conditions. However, in the 
absence of infection, I recommend a biopsy to rule out cancer.”
The biopsy is a 10-minute office procedure that uses a tran-

srectal ultrasound (TRUS) inserted into the rectum to transmit 
an image of the prostate on a video screen. Dr. Mootha injects 
local anesthetic where the nerves run into the prostate to help 
reduce pain associated with the procedure.
“To collect prostate tissue for the biopsy, I use a needle to 

take about 12 samples which are sent to the lab to see if cancer 
is present,” he explains. “The pathology report tells me if you 
have cancer, what the amount is, and the grade.”

Treatment options

“Treatment options for prostate cancer include active surveil-
lance, radiotherapy, and surgery,” says Dr. Mootha. “If the can-
cer is low grade and low volume, a man might be a candidate 
for active surveillance. This involves a PSA test every six months 

and biopsy every 12 months.” 
He adds, “Radiotherapy and surgery 

can be a definitive cure with high success 
rates for prostate cancer found in the early 
stages. Advances in surgery and radiation 
oncology are enabling physicians to better 
preserve the nerves and tissues surround-
ing the prostate gland, which also reduces 
side effects such as incontinence and erec-
tile dysfunction.”
Patients at Methodist Richardson 

Cancer Center can benefit from cone 
beam computed tomography (CT) and on-
board imaging to provide different ways 
of localizing the prostate before daily 
treatment. External beam radiation can 

offer precise targeting. The Cancer Center also is home to the 
Lance Armstrong Shaped Beam SurgeryTM program, featur-
ing Novalis®, which shapes the external radiation beams to the 
exact contour of the tumor, sparing the surrounding healthy 
tissue.
Intensity modulated radiation therapy (IMRT) is another treat-

ment option that delivers radiation so that the rectum, bowel, 
and bladder are spared to a greater extent. This helps reduce 
the risk of long-term side effects and allows the physician to 
deliver higher dose radiation to the prostate, which has been 
shown to improve outcomes.
If you are wondering whether you should be screened for 

prostate cancer, remember to talk with your doctor first. There 
are many factors to consider, and together 
you can make an informed decision. •

Board certified in family medicine, Gary Sackrison, MD, 
is an independently practicing family medic physician on 
the medical staff at Methodist Richardson Medical Cen-
ter. To make an appointment, please call 214-576-2227, 
or visit his website at www.BreckinridgeMedicine.com. 

Board certified in urology, Ravi Mootha, MD, is an 
independently practicing physician on the medical staff 
at Methodist Richardson. To make an appointment, 
please call 972-235-3248 or visit his website at www.
DrMootha.com.

Texas law prohibits hospitals from practicing medicine. 
The physicians on the Methodist Richardson Medical 
Center medical staff are independent practitioners who 
are not employees or agents of Methodist Health System, 
Methodist Richardson Medical Center, or any of its af-
filiated hospitals.
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www.TheCornerstonePrivateSchool.com

Give your 
children an 
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advantage! 

Our curriculum 
begins in our infant 
room and continues 
through Pre-K 
featuring foreign 
languages, music, 
music lessons 
for our school aged children, 

computer 
training, 
amazing 
athletes and 
Tiny Danzerz®.

Vision Source!
$10 $10

$10 $10

Craig SchacHerer, O.D.
303 S. Hwy 78, #203, Wylie, TX 75098

(972)442-2020

Eye Exams, Glasses, Contact Lenses
Present this ad for $10 off your bill.

Named One of “America’s Top Physicians*”
for 2009 and 2010 

* Consumer’s Research Council of America 2010

Art Nails
Professional Nail Care

for Women & Men

972.429.6315
401-C Hwy. 78 N., Wylie

www.ArtNailsWylie.com

Mon-Fri:    9:30am - 8pm
Saturday:       9am - 8pm
Sunday:    12 noon - 6pm 
Walk-Ins Welcome

Eyebrow Waxing
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A lyssa was a typical, active 2½ year 
old until one day she became 
lethargic, tired, pale, and not hun-

gry. The pediatrician told her mom, 
Tina, not to worry that she just had the 
flu. But Tina knew something was not 
right. Thank good-
ness she trusted 
her instincts in 
February of 1998 
and took Alyssa to 
the hospital. The 
doctor who exam-
ined her discov-
ered that her liver 
was swollen and 
that she had pin-
point bruises all 
over her body. He 
immediately admit-
ted Alyssa to the 
hospital for testing 
that night. After 
her blood work 
came back abnor-
mal, Alyssa had 
a blood marrow 
biopsy and a spinal tap at 8 a.m. 
the next morning. By noon, the 
diagnosis of Acute Lymphoblastic 
Leukemia was confirmed, and 
young Alyssa immediately began 
chemotherapy.

At such a young age, Alyssa had 
no idea what cancer was or what 
she was facing, but her mother 
certainly did. As a young, single 
mom at the time, Tina did every-
thing she could to take care of 
her baby girl. Tina remembers her 
mom reminding her, “God does 
not give you more than you can 
handle.” Tina knew she had to 
be strong for her daughter, who 
Tina said was braver than she was 
sometimes. After 3 months of 
chemotherapy, Alyssa got a cold 
which turned into pneumonia. 
She went into a coma and was put 
on life support. On Mother’s Day 1998, 
Tina was told that Alyssa wouldn’t make 
it due to an air pocket around her heart. 
But Alyssa was a fighter! After being in a 

drug induced coma for 32 days, she woke 
up. But her fight wasn’t over. She woke 
up blind, paralyzed on her right side, and 
couldn’t walk. Tina was told that Alyssa 
may never see again and that they did 
not know what effects the chemother-

apy would have on 
Alyssa’s body. Two 
months later, Tina 
walked in the room, 
and Alyssa said, 
“Mommy, you have 
Winnie the Pooh on 
your shirt.” Tina was 
beyond thrilled that 
her daughter could 
see again but was 
worried it would 
not last. But Alyssa 
was a fighter! She 
fully regained her 
eyesight, eventually 
regained use of her 
right side, and was 

able to walk. In April of 2000, Alyssa was 
given the news that she was cancer free!

Alyssa does not remember her battle 
against cancer, but she does have the pic-

Celebrate, Remember, Fight Back.
Three stories from Relay For Life participants 

tures from that time. She had long blond 
hair until the chemotherapy and stayed 
bald for years. Her long blond hair grew 
back, and she wanted to cut it when she 
was five. Tina hesitated but when Alyssa 
said, “I want to give it to other kids who 
don’t have hair,” Tina knew her daugh-
ter was special and she couldn’t say no. 
Alyssa donated her hair to Wigs for Kids.

Alyssa is now a soft spoken and healthy 
16 year old who just started her sopho-
more year at Wylie East High School. In 
April, Alyssa and her family participated 
in their first American Cancer Society 
Relay For Life. Tina is now a volunteer for 
the 2012 Relay For Life of Wylie/Sachse/
Murphy. Alyssa and Tina are forming a 
team for 2012 in honor of Alyssa and in 
memory of their dear friend, Joseph, who 
recently lost his battle with Leukemia. “I 
walk for those I care for, for those that 
can not walk anymore.“

The Relay for Life has given me a pur-
pose more than as a caregiver. I never 
imagined being a caregiver for some-

one fighting CANCER. Yet, I have for four 
individuals which I have deeply loved. 
Cancer was a foreign word to a young 
bride of five months when my husband 
was diagnosed with testicular cancer. 
I am not sure if youth or stupidity got 
us through the many months of treat-
ments. Many tears were shed and sleep-
less nights of fear of the unknown future. 
When the doctors confirmed he was 
cancer free, it was like the world opened 
up without a care. My husband was not 
as lucky as some; his cancer came back 
after 13 years. It was hard to see a 6’4” 
250 pound man dwindle down to 145 
and there was nothing I could do to stop 
it. Many days it would have been so easy 
to walk away and let someone else take 
care of him. I did take my wedding vows 
seriously - through sickness and in health.

Years later, I realized I had to use all 
my strength to take care of my terminally 
ill daughter. For her illness, she took the 
many drugs that cancer patients take. I 
was always beside her, holding her hand 

Alyssa and Tina walking the Survivor/Caregiver Lap at the 2011 
Relay For Life of Wylie/Sachse/Murphy. 
                                                                                         (Photo courtesy of Heather L. Manning )

Alyssa in 1998 just before regaining her eyesight.
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and supporting her when life seemed 
so dark. Together we welcomed a young 
boy into this world in 2004, knowing that 
he would not be raised by his mother. 
Caregiving comes in many forms.

My mother has successfully beaten 
breast cancer twice. Every day I would 
go to the cancer clinic with her while she 
had radiation treatments. She says I only 
went to eat the cookies but I was there 
to show her my support and pray that 
she would be a survivor. She is one of the 
lucky ones. When my Dad was diagnosed 
with pancreatic cancer, I thought the 
world had stopped. I could not believe 
CANCER entered my life again. “My Dad 
cannot have cancer, he has to live lon-
ger to help me raise my grandson” but I 
was not that lucky. Dad’s energetic smile 
slowly disappeared with every chemo 
treatment. I would try everything to make 
his final days good ones. When he could 
not eat regular food, I made sure he had 
another cup of chicken broth or I pushed 
him in a wheelchair to see the lions and 
tigers at the Wylie’s InSync Exotics, not 
knowing that within two weeks he would 
be gone; these were special times. Cancer 
took away his energy but not his pride. I 
will always remember the night we did 
the survivor lap at the 2010 Relay for Life 
in Wylie. My Dad was not a person who 
showed much emotion but that night he 
cried and said that he could not believe 
all those people in the stadium were clap-
ping for him. 

Caregiving is not a choice or a chore but 
it is an honor, a reward, and a privilege to 
be able to do things for those you love. 
It is love, patience, dedication, memo-
ries, laughter, sorrow and tears, knowl-
edge, and sunshine for all involved. Relay 
for Life is an amazing evening to help 
fight Cancer and the opportunity once 
a year to give to those who cannot walk 
anymore.

	 	 Susan Baack - Caregiver

When Bill Wright walks in to the 
KKVI Radio Station for our inter-
view he is his usual laid back 

and smiling self as he prepares for our 
interview. He laughs at me as I ask him 
my first question.

King: Let’s talk about who you are 
and what you do? 

Wright: Well my name is Bill Wright, I 
am the President and General Manager 
of KKVI Radio and a survivor of cancer. 
Born and raised right here in the heart 
of Texas. 

K: What has your journey been like 
since becoming a cancer survivor?

W: It’s been very difficult. I personally 
still struggle with it; to this day I feel 
guilty for my families losses. I often 
wonder why I was the one who sur-
vived and not my brother, my sister, my 
uncle, my aunt or my niece. Why was 
I spared? They are gone and are in a 
much better place, yet I still am unable 
to wrap my mind around it all. 

K: How has cancer affected you 
and your family?

W: My family has always been healthy 
over all from as long as I can remem-
ber. I’m from an very unusually blessed 
family that was able to go a rather long 
time before we had any deaths in my 
family. Then in a span of 3-4 years the 
deaths of my family members began 
to occur. When this happened I named 
it the “wave of death.” This wave took 
some of my closest relatives, not only 
away from me, but also from our entire 
family. Because of these life-changing 
events I became close friends with the 

gentlemen who directed/organized 
our family funerals, we still have lunch 
occasionally to this day. 

K: After the death of your brother, 
did you see life or do things 
differently?

W: Yes, when things hit close to home 
like that you tend to look at it as a wake 
up call. I admire my brother; Junior 
stepped up to the plate and fought his 
battle with cancer but he NEVER let 
them operate on him once. My brother 
Junior (there is 10 years between us) 
was from the old school. His mind set 
was: if I am not sick, why would I go to 
the doctor - even though he suffered 
from back problems for many months 
leading up to his diagnosis – he simply 
thought he had an injury from his job. 
However, he and the whole family soon 
found out that a simple injury on the 
job wasn’t the case: it was indeed pros-
tate cancer. Since he never agreed to 
have any operational procedures done, 
the prostate cancer took his life.

His death affected me tremendously; to 
the point that a simple “You’re going to 
be okay” meant the world to me at the 
time. My brother’s death reminded me 
that death is inevitable. I’m going to die 
one day. I decided to make the most of 
my life. As a Cancer Survivor I give back 
and stay associated with cancer by pro-
viding media coverage and participating 
in programs such as Rowlett’s Relay for 
Life and so on.

K: How is your health now?

W: Before my brother passed he said 
to me with his finger pointed in my 
direction “…You better get in there 
and get checked out!” And that’s just 
what I did. I’m all clear for any health 
problems - outside of aging aches and 
pains - I’m all clear, no problems. My 
wife and daughter make sure I stay on 
top of that. I go every six months to a 
specialist in Dallas, at Baylor Medical 
Center. With my wife being a nurse at 
a hospital in Dallas and the school sys-
tem in Garland, there is no leeway for 
me to miss any appointments. My wife 
and I take it even further by staying on 
top of our daughter, Jasmine’s, health. 
Jasmine is my legacy and I want to live 
healthy for her. •

Interview with Bill Wright, GM of KKVI Radio 
by Valencia King

Susan Baack (waving on right) participating in the 2009 Relay for Life. 
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We Gladly
Accept

H AV E  YO U  T R I E D  U S  Y E T ?

www.DiscoverWylie.com

BOO ON BALLARD!
Thursday, October 27th

6pm - 8pm
Trick or Treat 
in Historic 
Downtown 
Wylie

Free Event!

2012 Relay for Life of
Wylie/Sachse/Murphy
Friday, April 27 - Saturday, April 28, 2012

Upcoming Events:
Relay Rally: Prostate Cancer Awareness & 

Early Bird Team Registration

Featured Speaker: 
Prostate Cancer Support Leader: Tom Dillon

Tuesday, September 13, 2011, 7 - 8 p.m.
First Baptist Church of Sachse in the gym

Sachse, TX

Relay Rally: Breast Cancer Awareness &   
Early Bird Team Registration

Tuesday, October 11, 2011, 7 - 8 p.m.
Murphy City Hall

Murphy, TX

Relay Holiday Bazaar: 
Caregiver Recognition & Early Bird Team 

Registration

Come get your pictures made with Santa & Mrs. Claus!!
Team Fundraising Opportunity, contact to participate

Saturday, November 19, 2011, 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Bart Peddicord Community Center

Wylie, TX 

Contacts:

Sharon Brannick
rfl.wsm.eventchair@gmail.com

972-838-0880

Martha Wolf
rfl_wsm_webchair@yahoo.com

214-287-6865
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P A I N

Relief is finally here!
Wylie Foot & Ankle Specialists

Dr. Will Arrington
Dr. Joe Morgan
972-288-9034

600 Cooper Drive, Suite 100 
Wylie, TX 75098

®

Discover
 the lighthouse difference.

CHILDRENS LIGHTHOUSE OF WYLIE
3465 FM 544, Wylie   •   972-442-3100

www.childrenslighthouse.com/wylie

Our mission at Childrens Lighthouse is to provide safe, quality, loving 
care and educational services.  We aspire to promote the positive 
development of young children in all areas of growth including social, 
emotional, intellectual, physical, and creative. We commit to the most 
comprehensive educational materials available - ABEKA.  Childrens 
Lighthouse offers age-appropriate classrooms for optimal learning.  Our 
nurturing environment is designed to foster security and happiness.

•	 self-control
•	 honesty
•	 integrity
•	 friendship
•	 responsibility
•	 accountability
•	 pride
•	 positive	self-esteem
•	 citizenship
•	 compassion

•	 language	
development

•	 listening	skills
•	 identification							
&	classification

•	 numbers	&	
concepts

•	 songs,	puppets			
&	fingerplays

•	 creative	art

•	 literature
•	 vocabulary
•	 math	readiness
•	 language	arts
•	 music	&	puppets
•	 phonics	&	listening
•	 writing	skills
•	 computers
•	 creative	art
•	 social	studies

character
values

preschool
curriculum

pre-k/kindergarten
curriculum

CHILDRENS LIGHTHOUSE OF ROCKWALL
3309 Goliad, Rockwall   •   972-771-3330

www.childrenslighthouse.com/rockwall

®
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Welcome New Chamber Members!

www.sachsechamber.com
2924 5th Street

Sachse, Texas 75048
972-496-1212

Arnold’s Automotive
Eric & Beverly Arnold
214-663-4745 
 
Detroit Custom & Collision
Carmen Rayner
972-530-9237
www.detroitcustomandcollision.com
 
Scentsy – Delight Your Scents
Niloufer Watkins
469-286-7891 
www.delightyourscents.com
 
The Draper Law Firm
Geri Wyatt
214-478-2055 
www.draperfirm.com

murphychamber.org
120 E. FM 544 Ste. 72 PMB 157

Murphy, TX 75094
972-805-3749

Merchant Services
Holly Hoaeae, Consultant Executive
972-415-5076
www.merchantsvcs.com

Detroit Custom & Collision
Carmen Rayner
972-530-9237
www.detroitcustomandcollision.com

Unique Fashions  
Stephanie Smith
(214)227-2414
Facebook - Unique Fashions Wylie/Murphy

H COM International, Inc.
Karen Peterson
972-429-4830
www.hcom-intl.com

Heaven’s Journey Fellowship Church
Chris Rush
214-402-1772
heavensjourneyfellowship.org

Women’sLink Center of Wylie –
a Medical Center of Plano Facility
Jennifer D. Newton, M.D.
972-265-8212
www.themedicalcenterofplano.com

Southern Goodness Catering
Charlene Foster
214-289-5126
www.cateringbycharlene.com

South East Wylie United Methodist Church
Rev. Chris Everson
903-647-5888
www.firstrowlett.org

VS Rhinestone Designs
Stephanie Wells
972-461-0700
vsrhinestones.com

Browning Trophies and Awards
Eric Browning
972-276-5479
www.browningtrophies.com

Gold Trade
Jeremy Siau
214-560-8255

New York Life Insurance
Ray Stancil
972-387-2929 x2367
www.newyorklife.com
 
Waste Management
Greta Calvery
214-316-0817
www.wm.com
 
Woodmen of the World
Kevin Finnell
214-914-6770
www.woodmen.org
 
Gallery Moments Photography
Marcie Parker
972-442-9720
gallerymoments.com
 
Wylie Women’s League
Cathy Hanson
972-442-7495
www.wyliewl.org
 
3 Kings Roofing & Protection
Dustin Cates
817-874-7853
www.3kingsroofing.com
 
McDermott Networking, LLC
Michael McDermott
214-741-5150
 
Outdoor Signs
Jody Wallace
214-615-2727
www.outdoorsignsonline.com

www.wyliechamber.org
250 S. Hwy. 78

Wylie, TX 75098 
972-442-2804

Leadership Wylie Class VIII Graduates: (not listed in photo order)Alberto Garza, Beth Anderson, Bryan 
Brokaw - Liaison, Christopher Lamb, David LaRocca, Donnita Fisher, Gerry Harris - Liaison, Jacky 
Casey, Jasen Haskins, Melissa Heller,  Nancy Monroy, Theresa Ory &Nelda Timmons (not pictured).
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Ride`em Cowboy!
It’s Wylie Championship Rodeo Time

IN THIS ISSUE:
The Pirate Lafitte Returns

Back to School Safety

Plano Symphony

Collin College

Family Talk

Plus more!

Fall
Into
The

Festival
Season

Check the Calendar
for Details

ConnectionWylie•Sachse•Murphy Community Magazine
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Gobble, Gobble!
Happy Thanksgiving

Teaching Teachers

Tasty Recipes

Fire Safety 

Balance Your Investing

It’s Hunting Season!

ConnectionWylie•Sachse•Murphy Community Magazine

The

January/February 2008

Have you “Heard” about the Dinosaurs?
Dual Language Learning
Local Historic Sites 
A Multi-Talented Athlete
Get A Good Night’s Sleepe

Happy New Year! ConnectionWylie•Sachse•Murphy Community Magazine

The March • April 2008

Sachse’s Pat McMillan
Spring Gardening
Wylie is Right on Target!

Special
Olympics
Spring
Games

IN THIS ISSUE:

ConnectionWylie•Sachse•Murphy Community Magazine

The

May • June 2008

All About Animals!

July • August 2008

Wylie•Sachse•Murphy Community Magazine

The

Ginger Goes Green!
Summer Games to Watch & Play
A Farewell from Sadie
Derek Draper

September/October 2006

Wylie  Then and Now

Wylie Championship  Rodeo 

Water Wise Landscaping

HELLO!
from the new kid on the block

ConnectionThe

Wylie•Sachse•Murphy Community Magazine ConnectionWylie•Sachse•Murphy Community Magazine

The
November/December 2006

Sachse Then & Now •
Family Traditions •

Kids Care Too! •

‘Tis the Season of

GIVING
BACK

to Our Community

ConnectionWylie•Sachse•Murphy Community Magazine

The
January/February 2007

Wishing
forWinter
Weather

•  Murphy’s Growth

•  Get Organized! 

•  Wylie East High School
Remembering our friend  ~

•  Mr. Harry Tibbals

In this issue:

ConnectionWylie•Sachse•Murphy Community Magazine

The March/April 2007

One Teacher’s Curious Journey
The Mighty Diggers
Boots ‘n Barbecue
Women Build
Panda Cup Soccer

ConnectionWylie•Sachse•Murphy Community Magazine

The May/June 2007

   Odie Hall   
A Sachse Icon

Summer Concerts
Fire Up the Grill

Keeping Kids Active

ConnectionWylie•Sachse•Murphy Community Magazine

The

Ju
ly

/A
ug

us
t 2

00
7

Recreation on Lavon Lake   
Football Preview

Summer Dreaming - Kid Style
National Night Out

September/October 2008

Wylie•Sachse•Murphy Community Magazine

The

ARTS ISSUE
Featuring Teachers & Writers & Students - Oh My!

Wylie Championship Rodeo
     - September 13th & 14th

Murphy Fall Celebration
     - September 27th

Sachse Fallfest
     - October 11th

November/December 2008

Wylie•Sachse•Murphy Community Magazine

The

Happy Holidays!

Holiday Memories
Festive Family Outings

School Performances

Wylie•Sachse•Murphy Community Magazine

The

Please Recycle This Magazine After Reading!

The Photography of Alicia & Rick White

January/February 2009

Working to Help Others
 ~ Candy Arrington
 ~ Dr. Liz Fagan
WISD Teachers of the Year

Wylie•Sachse•Murphy Community Magazine

The

Please Recycle This Magazine After Reading!

March/April 2009

The King Quadruplets
WHS Culinary Arts

plus
A Few Good Things to Talk to the Kids About

Wylie•Sachse•Murphy Community Magazine

The

Please Recycle This Magazine After Reading!

May/June 2009

Riding the Wells with Dixie
Bring on the Rain

Burnett Jr. High Eco-Defenders
	 	 	 Plus:
   Recycle It, Eat Smart 
   & Save Money at Home

Your Wylie•Sachse•Murphy Community Magazine

The

Please Recycle This Magazine After Reading!

July/August 2009

Blue Ribbon Quilt Shoppe
Sprouts Farmers Market
Raylee’s Dazzling Dots

Your Wylie•Sachse•Murphy Community Magazine

The

Please Recycle This Magazine After Reading!

Upcoming Local Events
  • Wylie Championship Rodeo - Sept. 18 & 19

  • Murphy Maize Days - Sept. 25 & 26 
  • Sachse Fall Fest - Oct. 10

Alisa Swayze
Playing it Safe

Chambers of Commerce

Celebrating our third year!  September/October 2009

Sachse Rod Shop

Please Recycle This Magazine After Reading!

Michael Fesler, DDS, MS
of Fesler Orthodontics

Special 
Holiday

&
History

Issue

Please Recycle This Magazine After Reading!

“Your Pal Jal” 
Jal Dennis

the Jal Dennis Group
Investment Services & 
Wealth Management

January/February 2010

Unique 
Expertise
~ Tom Noe’s Telescopes
~ Roger “RJ” Ray’s Boots 
~ Danny Senkow’s Violins

Please Recycle This Magazine After Reading!

March/April 2010

The Local Arts are Alive and Well
Art Galleries

Artists
Musicians

Actors

Dr. Kevin Pollock & Dr. Ketan Parekh
Specialists in Oral Surgery & Dental Implants

Please Recycle This Magazine After Reading!

May/June 2010

Hello Lavon!

Dr. Chuck Kerin
Parker Road Veterinary Hospital

All About Animals ~ Part 2
People Helping Animals &

Animals Helping People

Please Recycle This Magazine After Reading!

July/August 2010

BACK
TO

SCHOOL
ISSUE

Dr. Justin Barnett, OD
Sachse & Murphy 

Eye Associates

Please Recycle This Magazine After Reading!

September/October 2010

Fantastic Fall 
Festivities!

Making Wylie smile for over 20 years ~
Dr. Melody Stampe & Dr. Charles Stetler

Please Recycle This Magazine After Reading!

November/December 2010

Deborah L. Matern, PC
Attorney at Law

Please Recycle This Magazine After Reading!

HAPPY
NEW
YEAR!

Wylie’s New
 Recreation Center
  Staff Welcomes You!

January/February 2011

Please Recycle This Magazine After Reading!

March/April 2011

first baptist | wylie
It’s not what you’re expecting...

Please Recycle This Magazine After Reading!

May/June 2011

Dr. Kevin Pollock & Dr. Ketan Parekh
Oral Surgery & Dental Implant Specialists

Farewell to Dr. H. John Fuller
Mother Nature’s Temper

Don Hallum and WASA

Please Recycle This Magazine After Reading!

Dr. Justin Barnett OD
Sports Vision Specialist
Introduces the 
Sports Vision Institute

In this issue:
Dr. David Vinson

Anna Nguyen
Joseph York

Shop Wylie First
and more!

July/August 2011

Our first five years...

...have been fantastic!
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Wylie Christian Care Center helps those 
who are down on their luck by providing temporary help 
with food, clothes, rent, utilities, school supplies and 
household items. The Center receives no government 
assistance, is run by volunteer workers and is supported 
by local churches, businesses, schools, civic organiza-
tions and individuals. It’s always in need of canned meats, 
peanut butter, jelly, cereal, fruit and tomato products, and 
monetary donations. To donate or volunteer, contact the 
Christian Care Center at 972-442-4341.

Dyslexia Advocates of Wylie is a Parent 
Support Group for parents of dyslexic children. Go to 
www.dyslexiaadvocatesofwylie.com for more info.

Exchange Club of Murphy is a volunteer 
service organization for people who want to serve their 
community, develop leadership skills and enjoy new 
friendships. Programs include: Child Abuse Prevention, 
Americanism, Community Service and Youth Activities. 
We meet the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of every month from 
noon to 1 p.m. at Country Burger, 104 N. Murphy Rd., 
Ste. 210, Murphy, TX 75094. www.exchangeclubofmur-
phytexas.org

Friends of the Sachse Library meets 
the 4th Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m. at the Sachse 
Library, 3815 Sachse Road. Contact the Sachse Public 
Library for more details at 972-530-8966.

Garland Quilt Guild meets the first Tuesday 
of each month at First Presbyterian Church, 930 West 
Avenue B, in Garland at 7 p.m. (except December) 
Located at the corner of 9th Street and Avenue B in 
Garland. For more info visit www.garlandquiltguild.com.

Genealogy Friends of Plano	
Libraries, Inc. presents a Free Genealogy Seminar 
on the 3rd Saturday of each month from 10:15 a.m. - 
12:30 p.m. at the W.O. Haggard Library Program Room, 

2501 Coit Road, Plano. Public is welcome. For info visit 
www.GenealogyFriends.org, 

In-Sync Exotics Wildlife Rescue &	
Educational Center is a non-profit organization 
dedicated to the rescue of exotic felines. Visit www.insyn-
cexotics.com for more info. Open Saturdays and Sundays, 
11 a.m. - 6 p.m. 972-442-6888.

MOMS Club of Murphy/Sachse is a 
non-profit support group for stay-at-home moms and their 
children. Activities include monthly meetings with guest 
speakers, play groups, park days, MOMS Night Out, field 
trips and more. We participate in service projects to ben-
efit children in the community. Please visit murphysachse-
momsclub.webs.com for further info.

Moms & More all caretakers, whether you are a 
Mom, Dad, Aunt, Uncle, Grandparent or Nanny are wel-
come. We accept members from Wylie and the surround-
ing communities and have many activities for children and 
their caretakers. We meet the 1st Thursday of the month. 
Contact us at Diva@wyliemomsandmore.org or for more info. 
go to www.wyliemomsandmore.org.

MOPS of Sachse/Wylie/Murphy Mothers 
of Preschoolers meet at Park Lake Church at 3702 
Sachse Road in Sachse on the 1st & 3rd Wednesdays 
(September-May) from 9 - 11:30 a.m. Mothers with chil-
dren from birth through kindergarten are invited. Childcare 
is included with semester MOPS dues. To RSVP or for 
more information call Park Lake Church at 972- 414-0600, 
e-mail mops@parklakechurch.com, or visit www.mops.org.

N Cupids Defense NCD is designed to help mar-
ried couples deal with various issues that arise throughout 
their marriage. E=MC² - Encourage and Mentor Married 
Couples through Christ. Visit ncupidsdefense.org or con-
tact Teniqua Williams at info@ncupidsdefense.org for 
more info. and a schedule of events.

Sachse Historical Society meets the 3rd 
Saturday of the month, 9:30 a.m., Sachse Historical 
Museum, 3033 6th Street. Museum is open for visitors 
every Tuesday from 10 a.m. - 1 p.m. and by appointment 
for visitors and tours, 972-495-1231. Visit www.sachsehis-
toricalsociety.org for more info.

Sachse Lion’s Club meets the third Tuesday of 
the month at 6:30 p.m. at Steak Kountry, 7010 Highway 78 
in Sachse. The Lion’s Club participates in several fundrais-
ers throughout the year, including the Sewell Elementary 
pancake breakfast, where half of the proceeds go back 
to the Sewell PTA, and the turkey leg food booth at the 
Sachse Fallfest. The funds raised benefit several orga-
nizations including the Blind Leader Dog program and 
Air Challenge, a program that takes disabled children 
for airplane rides. They also support the Vision Impaired 
Olympics summer camp for kids and assist with building 
Habitat for Humanity homes.

Sachse Pet Pals volunteer organization works with 
Sachse Animal Control to enhance adoption rates and 
help with pet medical expenses on a financial need basis. 
Contact Peggy Strong at 972-495-9645 for more info.

Tr in i t y  Tra i l  Preser vat ion	
Association (TTPA) is an all-volunteer eques-
trian organization that maintains the 9 mile long trail on 
the Corps of Engineers land along Lavon Lake. TTPA 
networks with other trail riders, sponsors trail rides and 
cookouts, hosts quarterly meetings with speakers on 
horse-related issues, holds family type activities such as 
scavenger hunts on horseback, fun poker rides and edu-
cational clinics.  www.trinitytrailriders.org

Wylie Friends of the Library meets the 3rd 
Thursday of each month, 6 p.m. at the Rita and Truett 
Smith Public Library, 800 Thomas, in the Bluebonnet 
Room, 972-442-7566.

Wylie Lions Club meets the 2nd and 4th 
Thursday of the month at American National Bank in Wylie 
at noon. Anyone interested in becoming a Lion is welcome 
to join the group for lunch. Call Bill Bonney for more info. 
at 214-769-5314. e-clubhouse.org/sites/wylietx/

Wyl ie Evening Lions Club meets the 
1st & 3rd Thursdays of the month at American National 
Bank in Wylie at 7 p.m. Contact Carl Bodine at 469-951-
4344 for info. wylieeveninglionsclub.org

Wylie Rotary Club meets weekly on 
Thursday at 12 noon at the Woodbridge Country 
Club. Contact Bryan Brokaw: bryan.brokaw@edward-
jones.com for additional info. 

Wylie Wisecrackers is a Toastmasters club 
serving Wylie, Sachse, Murphy, and Lavon, meets every 
Wednesday from 6:45 p.m. - 8 p.m. at American National 
Bank in Wylie: 301 S. Hwy. 78. All are welcome. Members 
practice effective public speaking techniques, gain valu-
able leadership experience, and, thus, gain personal con-
fidence. www.wylie.freetoasthost.com.

Wylie Women’s League Meets the 1st 
Thursday of each month. Contact Cathy Hanson at 972-
442-7495 or wyliewl@ymail.com for more info. www.
wyliewl.org  • 

Get Involved With Our Local Organizations

Community

Wylie Fire-Rescue and Wylie Police work together in Olde City Park installing the markers in remembrance of the 
officers and fire-fighters that were lost on 9-11-2001.
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CHILD’S NAME: __________________________ AGE: _______

PARENT’S NAME: _____________________________________

PHONE #: ______________________________
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The Current CD Quandry
Today’s yields can’t beat inflation.

Provided by Jal Dennis Group

Money

CD investors are effectively losing money. According to Market Rates 
Insight, a research firm tracking bank rates, annualized inflation has 
surpassed long-term certificate of deposit rates since February. In 

April, 12-month inflation hit 3.16% while the highest-yielding 5-year call-
able CD on the market offered a 2.4% interest rate. May’s Consumer Price 
Index put annualized inflation at 3.6%; as of mid-June, the highest-yield-
ing nationally available 5-year CD was at 3.05% APY.

Still, the Federal Reserve found that almost $9 trillion of American 
wealth was held in CDs, bank accounts and various FDIC-insured products 
as of April.

It’s a case of déjà vu. This is the second time in recent history that CD 
investors have been punished for assuming so little risk. During the period 
from January-July 2008, the negative yield on 5-year CDs was 1.8% accord-
ing to MRI.

They might come out ahead – should inflation diminish. As Bankrate.com 
senior financial analyst Greg McBride reminded Bloomberg, “Investing in a 

CD isn’t compensating you for last year’s inflation; it’s compensat-
ing you for next year’s inflation, which is unknown.” Will inflation 
ease in the long term? Many analysts aren’t betting on it. 

The appeal of CDs remains strong. After all, not many invest-
ments are federally insured. MRI vice-president Dan Geller said 
it best to Bloomberg: “Right now, people are more concerned 
about the return of their deposits rather than a return on their 
deposits.” 

With 63% of Americans still believing the nation is in a reces-
sion (according to a recent Rasmussen Reports poll), there is 
still plenty of skittishness about equity investment. Even with 
the Fed’s bond-buying campaign sending yields on short-term 
Treasuries and CDs toward all-time lows, some investors really 
aren’t hungry for risk.

Are CDs still worth it? There is no pat answer. Your own answer 
will depend on your preferred investment style, your risk toler-
ance and your financial objectives. Many people choose to park 
some of their invested assets in CDs and other savings instru-
ments as part of a diversification approach. The inflation-adjusted 
return is dismal at the moment, but knowing that your principal 
is safe certainly has its appeal. Note that surrender charges apply 
should you attempt to liquidate your CD. Any guarantees regard-
ing safety of principal are based on the claims paying ability of the 
issuing financial institution. Traditional CD’s are FDIC insured and 
offer a fixed rate of return if held to maturity. •

Jal Dennis may be reached at «972-429-0603 or jal.dennis@lpl.com.

Massage
$45/Hour*

Book Your Getaway 
With GiGi Today!

214-263-6766
*1st Time Client Special



Visit BaylorHealth.com/Garland or call 
1.800.BAYLOR for more information, to register 
for an upcoming event or for a physician referral.

2300 Marie Curie Drive, Garland, Texas 75042

Recognized in 3 Specialties–
Nephrology, Orthopedics and Urology

Physicians are members of the medical staff at one of Baylor Health Care System’s subsidiary, community or affi liated medical centers and are neither employees nor agents 
of those medical centers, Baylor Medical Center at Garland or Baylor Health  Care System. © 2011 Baylor Health Care System. DH_BMCGAR_494_2011

After a complete examination of 5,000 hospitals nationwide,  U.S. News & World Report 

ranked Baylor Medical Center at Garland  8th in the Dallas Metro Area and recognized in 

three specialty  areas—nephrology, orthopedics and urology.
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972-429-0603
205 S. Ballard Ave.

Wylie, TX 75098
www.JalDennis.com

Securities and advisory services offered through LPL Financial. 
A registered investment advisor. Member FINRA & SIPC.

I MAKE IT EASY TO 

ROLL OVER
YOUR 401(k)
Balance Is
Everything


